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You Can Make The Difference 


Tonight as you go to sleep thank God that you have a bed and that your children do not have to sleep in 


a barn or in a refugee camp. 


Last winter the Continent of Europe suffered the worst weather of the century. Tens of thousands were 
made homeless and in certain distressed areas thousands of others were isolated from the outside world and 
threatened with starvation. A new winter confronts them. Today many of them have not fully recovered from 
the disaster that struck them. And they face the coming winter with fear and forboding in their hearts. 


From Greece, Germany, Austria and Yugoslavia 
we have received many heart-rending appeals for help 
from God’s own children who have gone through 
much suffering. 


Added to this we have the plight of Europe's refu- 
gees who live under depressing and dismal circum- 
stances. One typical family writes: 


“As refugees from the Communists, we 
have lost everything. We are forced to live 
in a barn. There are eight of us in our family. 
Three sacks filled with straw serve as our 
beds. We plead with you for help, not for 
ourselves, but for our children. Your parcel 
was a direct gift from God. May He continue 
to supply our daily bread through you.” 


How can we refuse such an appeal! The best way 
I know to help these refugees is to send them CARE 
parcels. CARE parcels are already in European ware- 
houses and all that is needed to release them are your 
gifts. The European Evangelistic Crusade stands 
ready to translate your Christian love and sympathy 
into IMMEDIATE aid for these stricken people. 


In cooperation with the United States Government 
and the CARE organization. 


$1.00 will help us send one parcel containing 
20 Ibs. of food. 

$5.00 will help us send 5 packages or 100 Ibs. 
of food. 

$10.00 will help us send 10 packages or 200 
Ibs. of food. 

$100.00 will help us send 100 packages or 
2,000 Ibs. of Send. , 


We need your immediate help. You can make the 
difference. Yes, you can bring the SUNSHINE of 
God's love into their SADDENED lives. 


Stretch out your hand of love across the ocean to 


your brothers and sisters in Christ. Life will take on 
a new meaning for you when you realize that your 
gift will bring SUNSHINE into hearts that have had 
so much darkness. 


Send your gift today. YOU CAN MAKE THE 
DIFFERENCE. Please help God’s people in Europe 
in their time of need. 





If you do not wish to mar this cover use coupon on 
page 33. 
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While in Greece just a few weeks ago it was my 
privilege to visit the Sanitarium of Mount Olympus not 
very far from Katerini, Macedonia, where my brother 
Argos is the pastor of the largest Greek Evangelical 
Church. I went to see a student of our Macedonian 
Bible Institute by the name of Simeon. It was certainly 
good to pray with him and to help him financially. My 
brother consequently wrote me the following letter 
about him: 


“My Dear Spiros: 

Simeon, not Stylites the monk who lived 34 years on 
a pillar, but Joannides, as skinny and undernourished 
as the old-world-famous ascetic must have been, was 
only a boy just out of elementary school when I first 
went to visit him in out-of-the-way Koskinia. Brother 
Angelos (one of the American Mission to Greeks Gospel 
workers and Pastor of the church in Biblical Berea) 
and I had walked several miles off the main road to 
get to the little village where was to be found the 
Joannides family—the only Protestants within many 
miles. It was in direct response to the faithful father’s 
plea that we went. He was concerned about his two 
younger boys just out of elementary school. The one, 
Theoharis, we undertook immediately and sent him 
to High School, (he gave me promise of becoming a 
good scholar) while he roomed and boarded at our 
Institute here in Katerini. It was not long before his 
direct contact with our Bible students in the dormitory 
brought him, as we had expected, to a saving knowledge 
of Christ. And then he began to write home letters 
which resulted in Simeon’s, Theoharis’ elder brother, 
awakening. And now Simeon began to flood me with 
letters. He gave no promise of ever becoming a scholar 
like Theoharis and therefore never asked to be sent 
to High School. But deep down in his newly born-again 
heart there was an ever-growing desire to witness 
for his Lord in his home town. All he wanted was to 
come to our Bible Institute for a couple of years and 
then go back home a well-trained fisher of men. We 
finally accepted him, not without much hesitation, how- 
ever, because of his very poor health. He was so thin 
that we had to take him to our Leptokaria Summer 
Camp first and try to build him up physically. Then in 
October he began his studies at the Bible Institute. The 
doctor said he was fit for a student, but that he needed 
much nourishing food. We did our best under the cir- 
cumstances. But there is just so much one can do with 
the little financial assistance received from the Ameri- 
can Mission to Greeks, and no more, when he has to 
stretch it to feed some twenty-two Bible students for 
a month. The second term was especially hard. 

“With our congregation here hit as never before by 
the worst winter ever known in Greece, we could not 
expect much local support as in previous years. It did 
not come as a surprise to me that we ended the year 
with a debt to the town grocers amounting to several 
hundred dollars. It has been, however, one of the most 
heartbreaking blows of my life that Simeon had to be 
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moved to the Mount Olympus Sanitarium of Petra as 
a T. B. case, soon after he had begun his second term 
in Bible School. And to think that all this could have 
been averted if we only had had the means to give 
better food and indispensable medical care. You can 
understand, my dear Spiros, how I feel over this case. 
My distress is beyond description. I already have three 
other tubercular boys from my congregation to care for. 
Now there is Simeon as well. Is there nothing you can 
do for him and for the others? (To provide the neces- 
cessary drugs it costs $25 for each.) The Sanitarium is 
poor. Today's paper said they dismissed six employees 
for reasons of economy. Medicine is scarce. Food even 
more so. The patients have to depend very largely on 
personal gifts and the support of friends. Shall we 
leave these our brethren in Christ alone in their dire 
need? Dare we? The Lord Jesus one day may say 
‘Verily I say unto you, Inasmuch as ye did it not 
to one of the least of these, ye did it not to me.’ (Matt. 
25:45). And then this sad case of Simeon brings up the 
whole question of funds for our Bible Institute. Shall 
we risk operating another year on such a small budget ~ 
as the past year? Can we? Will you let us? 

Rev. Argos Zodhiates.” 


This is a heartbreaking letter from my brother Argos 
in Katerini who with our encouragement and help 
founded the Macedonian Bible Institute. The reason 
why we were able to give so little for this most worth- 
while cause of training witnesses for Christ is because we 
received so little from our prayer-partners. We pray 
that as the year starts we may have a great number of 
supporters. You may give for the M.B.I. and its support 
in general or you may undertake the personal support 
of a student at only $25 a month. We shall be glad to 
send you the picture and name of the student you will 
support. With so little you can train a young soldier 
of the Cross in Greece. This year we expect a great 
many out-of-town students for whom we have to pro- 
vide traveling expenses, board and room and tuition. 
There can be no better way of winning a country for 
Christ than by training its own people to do it. The 
day of the foreign missionary appears to be passing. A 
Greek niust be trained and helped to reach the Greeks 
for Christ. And this can be done at only a fraction of 
what it would cost a foreign missionary to go to work 
among strangers. A native knows his people, lives on 
the same standard of living, knows the language, the 
traditions and background of those he endeavors to 
reach for Christ. If you wish to help in this work, 
send your gifts to: American Mission to Greeks, Inc., 
Dept. E, P.O. Box 423, New York 36, N. Y. (In Canada 
write to 90 Duplex Ave., Toronto 7, Ont.) You may 
write also for a free copy of the diary relating all the 
stirring experiences of Mr. Zodhiates’ five-month mis- 
sionary journey just completed. It will give you a new 
understanding of Greece, and of its tiny but heroic 
Protestant minority. 








LETTERS to the Editors ' 





DEFENSE NOT ATTACK 

The last issue of ETERNITY carried a 
review of my recent book, The Blessed 
Hope. The attention of your readers should 
be called to the fact that the rediscovery 
of the futuristic interpretation of the Reve- 
lation is not attributed to J. N. Darby. 
“The rediscovery of futurism is associated 
with the names of S. R. Maitland, James 
Todd, and William Burgh” (p. 37). Ap- 
parently Darby and the other originators of 
the Plymouth Brethren movement took 
over this futuristic interpretation, adding 
to it the particular interpretations with 
which the term “dispensationalism” has 
come to be associated. 

May I add that I regret that my book is 
called an “attack” upon pretribulationism. 
I have earnestly tried to refrain from saying 
anything which would sound the least bit 
belligerent. The book was written to defend 
the Biblical integrity of those who cannot 
find a pretribulation Rapture in the Word 
of God, not to attack those who can. 

Grorce E. Lapp, Px.D. 
Fuller Theological Seminary 
Pasadena, Calif. 


THE HOLY QUATERNITY 

I know that you are vitally interested 
in the trends of theology in the Roman 
Catholic Church. I have also been inter- 
ested in them and in your articles in 
Erernity. Especially pertinent nowadays 
is their development of the dogma of the 
Virgin Mary. 

Perhaps you have already learned this, 
but the other day in my back yard my 
children were talking with some Roman 
Catholic children who go to a parochial 
school. They are in only the kindergarten 
or first grade. They were discussing the 
kind of prayers they give in their school, 
and two of the Roman Catholic boys said 
that they begin their prayers by crossing 
themselves and saying the words, “In the 
name of the Father, and the Mother, and 
the Son, and the Holy Ghost—Amen.” This 
seems to me another step in what Dr. John 
Mackay of Princeton calls the Doctrine of 
Holy Quarternity. .. . 

Rev. THomas R. TEPLY 
Loudonville, N. Y. 


SMOKING 
. . . “You Can’t Be a Christian and. . .” 
by Peter Wagner is about the worst thing 
I have ever seen published in a Christian 
magazine. His argument as presented by 
Paul is correct, but it can in no way relate 
to the evil practice of cigarette smoking. 
Eating meat in itself is not evil, but the 
use of tobacco is a sin against the body. 
It is harmful and very wasteful. Can any- 
one smoke, do anything that defiles the 
body and even dare to say it is not evil?. . . 
Mrs. OwEN F. IDE 
Brayton, Iowa 


SLIPPING CLUTCH 

Gentlemen, your clutch is slipping (“You 
Can’t Be a Christian and. . .”). How, might 
I ask, can you pray for traveling mercies 
and then buy car insurance just in case? 


2 


Also what kind of protection are you talk- 
ing about? A million dollars worth won’t 
stop some drunk from killing a child to- 
day. So let’s get this straightened out. There 
is a marked difference of opinion in the 
local church. 

LEONARD L. STEEVES 
Surrey, N. B. 


DOES IT GLORIFY GOD? 
. . . Just because one man lives to be 95 


.and smokes doesn’t prove that smoking 


is not harmful to the body. Have you read 
the article in the Reader’s Digest, July 
issue, entitled, “Why an Airline Pilot Quit 
Smoking”? 

. . - Who is he to say, let’s disqualify I 
Cor. 6:19 and I John 2:15? Our body is 
the temple of the Holy Spirit, and Christ 
is indwelling us. Can you imagine the 
Lord Jesus Christ smoking a cigarette? We 
force Him to do that if we do it. As far 
as proving to many sincere Christians that 
smoking is worldly, that isn’t necessary. 
We are not out to prove anything to the 
Christian, but to glorify Christ. Whether 
the Christian thinks smoking is worldly or 
not, the world does. The Word says, 
“Abstain from all appearance of evil” (I 
Thess. 5:22). The Lord uses many Chris- 
tians in spite of their faults, and I can’t 
see that it is a very good argument for 
a certain thing merely because other 
Christians do it... . 

Horace W. TyrrEL 
Burney, Calif. 


WEAK CHRISTIANS 

. It strikes us that the solution to 
the problem is to convince all Christians 
that these two narcotics are not harmful 
and then there will be no “weak” Chris- 
tians, as the missionary to Bolivia labels 
those who consider these poisons to be 
harmful in themselves. 

. . . We want to be “strong” Christians 
so we will let Mr. Wagner and any others 
who want to imbibe have their luxuries 
(or necessities), but we still want to see 
some evidence that nicotine and alcohol 
are harmless to the human. organism. 
Nicotine and alcohol are amoral outside of 
the body, but put them inside and see 
what happens! 

L. W. Kine 
South San Gabriel, Calif. 


CHINESE DRAGONS 

The article, “You Can’t Be a Christian 
and, .. .” is a disappointment to me. 

The question is not whether or not a 
person can smoke and still be a Chris- 
tian. .. . To me the important question . . . 
is whether or not a person honors his 
Lord and acts in love toward his fellowmen 
by smoking. 

It is exceedingly rare to find an excep- 
tion to the rule that smokers assume that 
everybody else enjoys to have the atmos- 
phere fouled up by the smell of burning 
tobacco. Apparently they can hardly wait 
until the end of a meal or a program 
before lighting up without asking their 

(Continued on page 47) 








MORE INCOME 
for You! 


MORE BIBLES 
for All! 


That’s what American Bible 
Society Annuities Mean 


In the midst of political and economic 
uncertainties and spreading tensions, the 
world grows hungry for unchanging, peace- 
bringing, spiritual truths. There is great 
need for the Scriptures everywhere—in 
Korea, Japan, Formosa, Hong Kong, 
Africa, South America, here at home, and 
for our own armed forces. 


You can grasp this golden opportunity 
—and help yourself at the same time— 
by purchasing an American Bible Society 
Annuity Agreement. Under this great Chris- 
,tian Plan you receive financial security— 
a regular, generous, partially tax-exempt 
income which never varies even when 
times are bad—at 
the same time you 
help spread the 
Word of God. 





THE DUAL-PURPOSE 

ANNUITY WITH THE 

DOUBLE-PROTECTION 
RESERVES 








Learn how this remarkable 
Christian Plan, which is doing 
so much for the world, can be- 
come a very advantageous 
Life Plan for you! 





| AMERICAN BIBLE SOCIETY 
| 450 Park Avenue, New York 22, N. Y. 


I Please send me, without obligation, your 
E-96 entitled ‘‘A Gift That Lives.” 
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ALABAMA NORTH CAROLINA 
Birmingham WSGN 610 kc 5:30 p.m. Asheville WISE 1310 ke 2:30 p.m. 
Dothan WAGF 1320kc 3:00 p.m. Charlotte WSOC 1240kc 10:30 a.m. 
ARIZONA Mount Airy WPAQ 740 kc =—-:9':00a.m. 
Globe KWJB 1240kc 2:30p.m. NORTH DAKOTA 
Phoenix KTAR 620 kc 2:30 p.m. Fargo WDAY 970 kc = 8:30 a.m. 
Prescott KYCA 1490kc 2:30 p.m. OHIO 
Safford KGLU 1480 kc =. 2:30 p.m. Cincinnati WLW 700 kc 10:00 a.m. 
Tucson KVOA 1290kc 2:30 p.m. Cleveland WHK 1420 kc = 8:30 a.m. 
Yuma KYUM 560 kc 2:30 p.m. Worthington WRFD 880 kc 9:15 a.m. 
CALIFORNIA Zanesville WHIZ 1240 ke 9:00 a.m. 
Bakersfield KGEE 1230 kc = 8:30 a.m. OKLAHOMA 
Los Angeles KPOL 1540 ke = 2:30 p.m. Oklahoma City WKY 930kc 8:30 a.m. 
San Francisco KNBC 680 kc 8:30 a.m. OREGON 
Santa Barbara KIST 1340 kc =: 8:30 a.m. Medford KMED 1440kc 8:30 a.m. 
Wasco KWSO 1050kc 2:30 p.m. Portland KEX 1190 kc =—- 8:00 a.m. 
DIS. OF COLUMBIA PENNSYLVANIA 
Washington WRC 980 kc = 8:30 a.m. Allentown WSAN 1470kc 8:30 a.m. 
FLORIDA Carlisle WHYL 960 kc =. 2:30 p.m. 
Jacksonville WJAX 930 kc = 8:30 a.m. Erie WJET 1400 kc = =—_- 9:00 a.m. 
Miami WMIE 1140kc 4:30 p.m. Harrisburg WKBO 1230kc 8:30 a.m. 
Orlando WORZ 740 kc 9:00 p.m. Lancaster WGAL 1490kc 8:30 a.m. 
St. Petersburg WSUN 620 kc 2:00 p.m. Lewistown WMRF 1490kc 8:30 a.m. 
GEORGIA Philadelphia WIP 610ke 8:30 a.m. 
Atlanta WGST 920 ke 10:00 p.m. Pittsburgh KDKA 1020kc 8:30 a.m. 
ILLINOIS Reading WRAW 1340kc_ 8:30 a.m. 
Chicago WMAQ +670 kc 8:30 a.m. Sayre WATS 960 kc =: 9:00 a.m. 
Springfield WMAY 970 kc =—_ 8:30 a.m. Scranton WSCR 1320 kc 8:30 a.m. 
INDIANA Wilkes-Barre WBRE 1340 kc 8:30 a.m. 
Evansville WGBF 1280kc 2:00p.m. York WORK 1350kc 9:30p.m. 
IOWA SOUTH CAROLINA 
Boone KFGQ 1260kc 2:00 p.m. Charleston WTMA 1250kc 9:30 p.m. 
KANSAS TENNESSEE 
Garden City KIUL 1240 kc = 8:30 a.m. Bristol WOPI 1490 kc =—_. 2:00 p.m. 
Hutchinson KWBW 1450kc 8:30 a.m. Chattanooga WAPO 1150kc 8:30 a.m. 
LOUISIANA Johnson City WJHL 910ke 2:00 p.m. 
Houma KCIL 1490 kc =—_. 2:00 p.m. Kingsport WKPT 1400kc 1:00p.m 
MARYLAND Memphis WMC 790 kc =. 8:30 a.m 
Baltimore WBAL 1090 kc —_- 8:30 a.m. TEXAS 
Cumberland WTBO- 1450kc 8:30 a.m. Corpus Christi KRIS 1360 kc = 8:30 a.m 
MASSACHUSETTS Dallas WFAA 570ke 4:00p.m 
Boston WBZ 1030 kc =: 9:00 a.m. Henderson KWRD 1470kc 7:30 a.m 
MICHIGAN Houston KTRH 740 kc = 8:30 a.m 
Detroit CKLW 800kc 9:30 p.m. Lubbock KCBD 1590 kc =—-_: 8:30 a.m 
Grand Rapids WJEF 1230 kc =: 8:30 a.m. Midland KCRS 550kc 8:00 a.m 
Saginaw WSAM 1400kc 8:30 a.m. San Angelo KGKL 960 kc 8:30 a.m 
MINNESOTA VIRGINIA 
Mankato KYSM 1230 kc =: 8:30 a.m. Falls Church WFAX — 1220 kc 12:00 Noon* 
Minneapolis KEVE 1440 kc = 8:30 a.m. Petersburg WCLA 1290kc 2:30 p.m. 
St. Cloud KFAM 1450 kc —- 8:30 a.m. Richmond WLEE 1480 kc =: 8:30 a.m. 
MISSOURI WASHINGTON 
Kansas City WDAF 610 kc 8:30 a.m. Seattle KOMO 1000kc_ 8:30 a.m. 
St. Louis KXOK 630 kc 9:00 a.m. WEST VIRGINIA 
Springfield KGBX 1260 kc = 9:00 a.m. Bluefield WKOY 1240kc 9:00 p.m. 
MONTANA : Charleston WGKV 1490kc = 8:30 a.m. 
Bozeman KXLQ 1450 kc =: 9:30 p.m. Clarksburg WBLK 1400kc 8:30 a.m. 
Butte KXLF 1370 kc =—-:9:30 p.m. WISCONSIN 
Great Falls KXLX 1400 kc =—_-:'9:30 p.m. * Madison WIBA 1310 ke 8:30 a.m. 
Helena KXLJ 1240 kc =. 9:30 p.m. CANADA 
Missoula KXLL 1450 kc =—-:'9:30 p.m. Toronto CFRB 1010 kc =. 2:30 p.m. 
NEBRASKA Ottawa CFRA 560 kc 9:30 p.m. 
North Platte KODY i240kc 8:30 a.m. BERMUDA 
NEVADA Pembroke ZBM 1240 kc 6:00 p.m. 
Las Vegas KORK 1340kc (8:30 a.m. GUATEMALA (Tuesday) 
NEW MEXICO Guatemala City TGNA 1180kc 9:30p.m. 
Roswell KSWS 1230 kc 8:30 a.m. LIBERIA (Friday) 
NEW YORK Monrovia ELWA 710 ke = 7:00 a.m. 
New York WRCA 660 kc 8:30 a.m. PANAMA (Wednesday) 
Rochester WHAM 1180kc 8:30 a.m. Panama City HOXO 760 kc =—- 9:30 p.m. 
Schenectady WGY 810kc 8:30 a.m. * Daily except Sunday 
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A 


LETTER TO OUR 


READERS 








In a recent batch of mail a missionary to Kenya told us an 
interesting bit of news. Through friends he and his wife receive 
copies of ETERNITY which they ultimately pass along to English- 
speaking nationals among the Maasai people (portrayed on the June, 
1956 cover of ETERNITY), who greatly prize the magazine— 
“devour” it, as the missionary says. “They hang pages of ETERNITY 
on the mud walls of their huts. Literature is scarce, and Russia is 
busy meeting that need.” 


The Maasai, who hang the magazine on their mud walls, are 
not the only ones who “devour” ETERNITY. This letter came from 
Upper Darby, Pa.: 

“I was not in the habit of reading the printed Sunday school 
lessons as I felt they were too often not much more than skeletons, 
and I don’t like skeletons. However, I have been reading to a sick 
lady almost daily for 22 months. We were running low on reading 
matter so we began the Sunday school lessons as a fill-in. We like 
them so much they are now a regular part of our reading.” 


The Rev. George S. Buhl, pastor of Progress Land Chapel in 
Charlotte, N. C., has this to say: : 

“I think the July issue is one of the outstanding ones, finding 
Dr. Grounds’ article (“Has Freud Anything for Christians?”) and 
the one by C. Peter Wagner exceptionally fine. 

“I suspect that you will receive quite a few letters in regard 
to Mr. Wagner's article, “You Can’t Be-a Christian and . . .” (See 
“Letters to the Editor”). I have felt for a long time that such an 
article is in order. Having just recently changed pastorates from 
one section of the country to another, I can fully appreciate the 
misunderstanding that can come from people of one state being 
dogmatic or censorious toward Christians in another state. I feel 
that this article can do much toward revealing the danger that 
narrow and biased thinking can lead us into.” 


From a Jewish reader came a request that we send the magazine 
to her rabbi, which we did promptly. Commenting on the Editor- 
in Chief's article, “Near East Pressure Cooker,” she writes: 

“In all the years that I have heard and read of the entire situa- 
tion of the settlement of Israel and periods prior to that time, never 
have I been able to visualize the story, even though it was related 
by rabbis, talented authors, etc. The article was sO clear, a clear 
painting and who am I to tell you what brilliance it all stemmed 
from.” 


And then there was the letter from Ralph Bohmer of James- 
town, N. Y., speaking of the July issue: : 

“Let us from time to time have more of these scholarly issues. 
Such are a welcome draught for quenching the intellectual thirst 
which many of us suffer because there are so few magazines of 
ETERNITY’s caliber.” 


Letters like these are profoundly encouraging. We are grateful 
to God for the way in which He is continuing to use ETERNITY 
in ways we have not thought of. Pray for the staff of ETERNITY 
that God may continue to give both strength and grace—strength 
that will show forth as courage to say what needs to be said, and 
grace that it may be done wisely and in love. 


ee si ae 
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NOW AND LATER 


The lead article of this month’s issue 
will come like a bombshell to many of 
our readers who have always viewed 
Seventh-day Adventists with suspicion. 
We have no doubt that there will be 
many questioning letters and perhaps 
some grave shaking of heads. 

But this manuscript comes from our 
Editor-in-Chief after many hours of con- 
sultation and deliberation extending 
over months of time. In view of the 
deep-seated feelings of evangelicals 
toward cultists and those who hold to 
deviant views of Christian doctrine, it 
has taken some courage on the part of 
the Editors to present this clearer 
picture of Seventh-day Adventism. We 
have been comforted by the thought 
that this is a “magazine of Christian 
truth,” and that we have a solemn re- 
sponsibility as stewards of the truth. 

Actually this article is the introduc- 
tion to a series of three which will be 
presented by Contributing Editor 
Walter R. Martin in the next three 
months. We ask that our friends con- 
sider all of the facts before coming to 
a final decision. 

Walter Martin is emerging as one of 
the leading authorities of the day in the 
field of the non-Christian cults. He, like 
our Editor-in-Chief, has no softness 
toward heresy or error but strongly feels 
he has been called to be a defender of 
the historic faith. That’s why what he 
has to say about Seventh-day Adventists 
will be significant reading. Be sure 
your subscription doesn’t expire. You 
won't want to miss this series of articles. 


Just recently we have had a request 
to send ETERNITY to a long list of 
chaplains in various parts of the world, 
but the summer months have brought 
leanness to our Eternity Gift Fund 
coffers. Knowing that many will respond 
to this request, we are sending sub- 
scriptions in faith. Please send your gifts 
to Erernity Gift Fund. You will receive 
a receipt. 


Not long ago we mentioned in this 
column that a young lad reared on a 
farm near Williamsport, Pa., received 
a gift subscription to Revelation, 
ETERNITY’s predecessor, and that he was 
so disgusted with the front cover of the 
magazine that he threw the magazine 
into a waste basket. Fortunately that 
was not the end of the story, for later 
he came to know the Lord in a real way 
reading the magazine. Today he is a 
minister of the gospel of the grace of 
God and has a complete file of ETernrry 
and Revelation. 

Yes, magazine covers have profound 
influence on people. In our own office 
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_in Philadelphia we seldom find -un- 
animity regarding ETERNITY covers. 
Several recent issues were not highly 
regarded by our esteemed colleagues. 
Maybe that’s the reason we have pub- 
lished the protrait of a beautiful queen 
this month. Shub-ad, with the fancy 
millinery, figures in the second of a 
series of articles entitled, “By-Paths of 
Biblical Archeology,” by Dr. E. M. 
Blaiklock, Professor of Classics at Uni- 
versity College, Auckland, New Zealand. 


Whether or not you or our fellow 
workers like the cover, we feel sure you 
will enjoy reading the account of how 
archeologists are able to tell us so much 
about the ancient city of Abraham. 


Those who heard Dr. Vernon 
Grounds deliver the commencement ad- 
dress at Wheaton College last June 
were so impressed that some suggested 
that we run it in ETerNity. Needless to 
say, we didn’t need any urging. You'll 
be impressed with “A Revolutionary 
Gospel.” 


C. Stacey Woods, general secretary of 
Inter-Varsity Christian Fellowship and 
the International Fellowship of Evan- 
gelical Students (Inter-Varsity at the 
world level), has consented to serve as 
a Consulting Editor of Erernity along 
with our esteemed friend and colleague, 
Dr. Frank E. Gaebelein. We welcome 
Mr. Woods to the staff and encourage 
him to write some more thought-provok- 
ing articles right quick. 

Dr. Gaebelein, by the way, has an 
invaluable article in this issue: “A Five- 
fold Rule for Godly Living.” 





* FAMILY NEEDS* 





STATION WAGON NEEDED 


An independent, gospel-preaching church 
in Democrat, Ky. urgently needs a station 
wagon or carry-all to transport people from 
outlying areas to church. The pastor, Rev. 
David E. Binks, is associated with the 
LF.C.A. Further inquiry may be made to 
the following: Rev. Garland D. Franklin, 
Dir., Scripture Memory Mountain Mission, 
Emmalena, Ky.; and Rev. Fred Morning- 
star, Dir., Southern Highland Evangel, 
Mateawan, W. Va. 


A Position in a Christian home in South 
America is desired by a Czechoslovakian ex- 

lee couple now working in a doctor’s 
Coie in Cordoba. They have a fourteen- 
year old son whom they would like to have 
live with them. If readers would have any 
suggestions, please write to Box HM, in 
care of Erernity, 1716 Spruce Street, Phila- 
delphia 3, Pa. 
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Unto Him that loved us, and washed us from our sins in 
His own blood, and hath made us to be a kingdom and to 
be priests unto God and His Father; to Him be glory and 
dominion for ever and ever. Amen. (Rev. 1:5,6) 
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Are Seventh-day Adventists 





A NEW LOOK AT SEVENTH-DAY ADVENTISM 


to a new attitude toward the Seventh-day Adventist 

church. The change is a remarkable one since it consists 
in moving the Seventh-day Adventists, in our opinion, out 
of the list of anti-Christian and non-Christian cults into 
the group of those who are brethren in Christ; although 
they still must be classified, in our opinion, as holding two 
or three very unorthodox and in one case peculiar doctrines. 
The steps in our change of attitude must be traced and the 
justification of our changed attitude documented. Adven- 
tists who read this should realize that evangelical readers 
have been conditioned through the years for thinking that 
Adventists must be classified as non-Christians. This present 
article will explain reasons why this should no longer be so. 

Our change of attitude goes back to our acquaintance 
with a young man whom I first knew in New York City as 
a member of my weekly Bible class there. When I first 
knew him, the Rev. Mr. Walter R. Martin was still in his 
early twenties, busily engaged in his study of American 
religious history. He is at present a candidate for the degree 
of Doctor of Philosophy in New York University, working 
on his thesis in the field of non-Christian religions that had 
their beginning in America. Of these the best known are 
Christian Science, Jehovah’s Witnesses, Mormonism, Unity, 
and up until very recently Seventh-day Adventism. 

Already Mr. Martin’s volumes Jehovah of the Watch- 
tower, The Christian Science Myth, The Rise of the Cults, 
and a textbook, The Christian and the Cults, have become 
standard works in their field.* Mr. Martin joined the staff 
of ETERNITY magazine first as consulting editor on the cults 
and now as a full-time member of the staff of the Evangelical 
Foundation. 

A little less than two years ago it was decided that Mr. 
Martin should undertake research in connection with 
Seventh-day Adventism. We got into touch with the Ad- 
ventists saying that we wished to treat them fairly and 
would appreciate the opportunity of interviewing some of 
their leaders. The response was immediate and enthusiastic. 

Mr. Martin went to Takoma Park, Washington, D. C., 
the headquarters of the Seventh-day Adventist movement. 
At first the two groups looked upon each other with great 
suspicion. Mr. Martin had read a vast quantity of Adventist 


|: the past two years several evangelical leaders have come 


* These are all available from Eternity Book Service. 


The true life of prayer is a life completely given to God 


By DONALD GREY BARNHOUSE 


literature and presented them with a series of approximately 
forty questions concerning their theological position. On a 
second visit he was presented with scores of pages of de- 
tailed theological answers to his questions. Immediately it 
was perceived that the Adventists were strenuously denying 
certain doctrinal positions which had been previously at- 
tributed to them. As Mr. Martin read their answers he 
came, for example, upon a statement that they repudiated 
absolutely the thought that seventh-day Sabbath keeping 
was a basis for salvation and a denial of any teaching that 
the keeping of the first day of the week is as yet considered 
to be the receiving of the anti-Christian “mark of the 
beast.” He pointed out to them that in their book store ad- 
joining the building in which these meetings were taking 
place a certain volume published by them and written by 
one of their ministers categorically stated the contrary to 
what they were now asserting. The leaders sent for the 
book, discovered that Mr. Martin was correct, and imme- 
diately brought this fact to the attention of the General 
Conference Officers, that this situation might be remedied 
and such publications be corrected. This same procedure 
was repeated regarding the nature of Christ while in the 
flesh which the majority of the denomination has always 
held to be sinless, holy, and perfect despite the fact that 
certain of their writers have occasionally gotten into print 
with contrary views completely repugnant to the Church at 
large. They further explained to Mr. Martin that they had 
among their number certain members of their “lunatic 
fringe” even as there are similar wild-eyed irresponsibles in 
every field of fundamental Christianity. This action of the 
Seventh-day Adventists was indicative of similar steps that 
were taken subsequently. 

The next phase of the discussion moved in August, 1955, 
to a place in the country outside Philadelphia. There, four 
of the leaders of Seventh-day Adventist thought came for 
a two-day conference in the home of the editor-in-chief of 
Erernity. Here they, together with Mr. Martin and Profes- 
sor George Cannon of the Nyack Missionary College, spent 
two full days going over the approximately hundred pages 
of the Seventh-day Adventist answers to Mr. Martin’s ques- 
tions. At the outset the seven of us, on our knees, prayed 
together approaching God through the Lord Jesus Christ 
alone. ~ 

At that time I made a statement to these men approxi- 
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Christians? 


mately as follows: I want to explain to you my attitude 
toward Seventh-day Adventism. In the providence of God 
I was born in a little town in California about forty miles 
away from Mountain View where Ellen G. White, revered 
teacher in the Adventist movement, had her headquarters. 
At that time the followers of the Adventist movement that 
came into our town and others of the region were, from our 
point of view, colossally ignorant fanatics. We considered 
them to be the descendants of the Millerites who in 1844 
were supposed to have gone on top of a hill to await the 
Second Coming of Christ on a certain night, and who were 
utterly deceived and discredited. We understood that the 
Seventh-day Adventists believed the devil to be the sin- 
bearer,* that a person had to keep Saturday in order to 
be saved,* thus denying the finished work of the Lord Jesus 
Christ. Later on all of my bad opinions about the Adventist 
movement had been confirmed and established, I thought, 
by books which had been written by men who had been 
Adventist preachers and who had left the movement; 
notably, there was a series of works by E. B. Jones which 
showed that he had been a Seventh-day Adventist layman 
missionary and had believed a long list of horrible things 
which he had since abandoned now that he had been 
“saved.” 

I went on to state to my guests that in many conversa- 
tions with Walter Martin through the previous year and 
through reading their prepared statements I had come to 
see that, beyond question, there were sober, sane, truly re- 
generated men among the leaders of the Seventh-day Adven- 
tist church. While they still held positions which were 
totally alien to my thinking and which I had to repudiate, 
I was ready to admit that some of these positions had been 
held in the past by noted Christians (Martin Luther held 
one of these positions which with the modern Lutheran 
church I repudiate), and that I was ready to extend a hand 
to these men as Christian brethren though I still reserve the 
right strenuously to refute the two or three positions which 
evangelicals hold to be in error. 

These leaders accepted my explanation and acknowledged 
that they understood the difficulties. 

The seven of us worked through the Adventist statement 
for two days. Mr. Martin had further conferences with the 
Adventist leaders in Washington, D. C., and in Glendale, 
California. He was invited to preach in two of the large 
Adventist churches in the country and spoke to their 
theological seminary and to the employees of the Voice of 
Prophecy broadcast. In May, 1956, the same group of Ad- 
ventist leaders returned to my home in Pennsylvania for 
another two-day conference. 

Now the time has come to make known to the general 
public the results of the hundreds of hours of labor that 
have been expended by Mr. Martin and the similar time 


* Absolutely repudiated in Seventh-day Adventist theology today 
we are now informed. 
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There is no moment when we should not pray 


that has been put forth by many Adventist leaders. 

Mr. Martin’s book on Seventh-day Adventism will appear 
in print within a few months. It will carry a foreword. by 
responsible leaders of the Seventh-day Adventist church to 
the effect that they have not been misquoted in the volume 
and that the areas of agreement and disagreement as set ‘ 
forth by Mr. Martin are accurate from their point of view 
as well as from our evangelical point of view. All of Mr. 
Martin’s references to a new Adventist volume on their 
doctrines will be from the page proof of their book, which 
will appear in print simultaneously with his work. Hence- 
forth any fair criticism of the Adventist movement must re- 
fer to these simultaneous publications. 

The position of the Adventists seems to some of us in 
certain cases to be a new position; to them it may be merely 
the position of the majority group of sane leadership which 
is determined to put the brakes on any members who seek 
to hold views divergent from that of the responsible leader- 
ship of the denomination. 

(1) Notably, the Adventist leadership proclaims that the 
writings of Ellen G. White, the great counselor of the Ad- 
ventist movement, are not on a parity with Scripture. While 
the Adventist church claims to have received great blessing 
from the ministry of Mrs. White, they admit her writings 
are not infallible, but in all fairness they do revere her 
writings as special counsels from God to their movement. 
Her writings incidentally are not a test of fellowship in the 
Seventh-day Adventist church. 

(2) While the Adventists keep Saturday as the Sabbath, 
they specifically repudiate the idea that Sabbath-keeping is 
in any way a means of salvation. They acknowledge freely 
that Christians today who keep Sunday in good faith are as 
much members of the Body of Christ as they are. 

(3) To avoid charges that have been brought against them 
by evangelicals, Adventists have already worked out ar- 
rangements that the Voice of Prophecy radio program and 
the Signs of the Times, their largest paper, be identified as 
presentations of the Seventh-day Adventist church. 

The Adventists specifically repudiate any teachings by 
ministers or members of their faith who have believed, 

(Continued on page 43) 





Have the Seventh-day Adventists been proselytizers? 
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we will gladly receive from any missionaries in the 
documented instances of such proselytization that 
place during the past two years. Such documentation, if 
sent to the Rev. Mr. Walter R. Martin, in care of 
will be forwarded to Adventist leaders, who have 
a thorough investigation. 
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BY-PATHS OF OLD TESTAMENT ARCHEOLOGY 





Sir Leonard Wooley’s dramatic discovery 
illuminates a grim way of life in the time 
of Abraham 


By E. M. BLAIKLOCK 
Professor of Classics, University College, Auckland, New Zealand 


queen. She is Shub-ad of Ur, the town of Abraham. The 

dark eyes and oval face are only what an ethnologist’s 
imagination, guided by the shape of a mouldering skull, has 
imagined them to have been, but the astonishing headdress 
which covers the glossy, waxen locks came from her own 
tomb in the tumbled ruin by the Euphrates. It dwarfs any 
Victorian or Edwardian milliner’s “creation.” The fruit and 
flowers of our mothers’ girlhood hats pale before it. The 
basis (and milliners must excuse us if our phraseology is 
architectural) was a broad golden ribbon festooned in loops 
about the hair, which was padded out by a large wig. 
Above this was a wreath of gold ring pendants, hanging low 
over the queen’s broad forehead. Over this was another 
wreath of beech leaves, and a third of willow leaves, all in 


|’ the British Museum stands a wax head of a Sumerian 


Courtesy University Museum, Philadelphia, Pa. 


Wherever we are, whatever we do, there is opportunity for prayer 


SHUB-AD—QUEEN OF ANOTHER DAY 


gold and blue and white inlay. Inserted into the back was 
a golden comb, whose five points blossomed into flowers. 
Crescent ear-rings hung on each:side, and the whole effect 
was complicated by a dozen minor details of ornament. 
The Sumerians knew nothing of Greek simplicity! 


Not Dead but Sleeping 

Behind Queen Shub-ad’s headdress is a story twenty-eight 
years old. It was in 1928 that Sir Leonard Woolley found 
the astonishing tombs of the kings of Ur of the Chaldees. 
Graves are always the happy hunting ground of the arche- 
ologist, both because of the objects of art and ancient life 
which they so often contain, and because burial customs so 
often reveal the attitude of a people toward death—and this 
so often colors their outlook on life. Consider the Mongol 
burial mounds on the Asian steppes. In one, fourteen fine 
male skeletons sit in a circle round a great pile of ashes, 
the remains of a blazing camp fire. So they slept in life. 
Weapons by their side, they rested with head on knee. 
Springing to wakefulness at a night alarm, they could see, 
with the combined vision of the circle of warriors, every 
point of the compass. Not dead, said the barbarians’ faith, 
but sleeping, sleeping as they had so often slept on the 
windswept plain, ready to spring to life and action at the 
trump of another world. The grave is a vivid light on a 
whole sea of thought. 


-Dramatic Discovery 

So with the graves of Ur. Most families buried their dead 
beneath the cellar floors of their two-storied houses. They 
sleep on their sides with their legs drawn up, in the position 
of the human embryo. Death, the custom suggests, is a 
rebirth, and in some mystic way the departed haunts the 
scenes of his earthly sojourn. It was, of course, a most 
unsanitary practice. It is easy to see how in time a house 
or whole blocks of houses would become uninhabitable. 
This may, indeed, help to account for the surprising area 
covered by many of the ancient towns of Sumeria. The area 
occupied was so great, that the population seemingly 
implied exceeds all likelihood. It would be much more easy 
to understand if we could suppose that whole districts 
would at times be abandoned to the dead. 

This, however, is by the way. The kings of Ur were 
buried in great death pits, and Woolley’s discovery of the 
strange cemetery in 1928 was dramatic enough for any 
thriller. - 

A sloping trench first came to light. Imagine the care of 
the modern excavator, when we find him following success- 
fully the line of a cutting 3000 years old! With delicate 
spade-work the earth of the filling drops away from the 
ancient wall of undisturbed earth! And this trench had 
been lined and carpeted with matting, the texture of which 
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could still be detected by the trained eye. It sloped evenly 
down. 

Five skeletons appeared side by side, copper daggers at 
their waists. The dust of matting was underneath them. 
Further down the trench ten female skeletons lay in two 
rows. They were composed in neat order and wore head- 
dresses of gold and bead necklaces. What struck the dis- 
coverers was that, like the bodies higher up the trench, 
there were none of the cups and vessels for food usually 
found in Sumerian graves, nor were the remains in the 
embryonic position. Gruesome as it may seem, this seemed 
to point to the conclusion that these people were not dead 
when they entered the grave! At the end of the row was 
a beautiful harp. Its wood was decayed away, but from the 
position of the gold-headed nails that had once held the 
strings, the stone inlay decorations of the sounding box, and 
the gold bull’s head which had capped it, it was possible 
to rebuild the instrument. In another part of the cemetery, 
too, a harp was once buried. This had rotted completely 
away, but a hole in the ground suggested something 
unusual to the archeologists. They poured in plaster of 
paris. The faithful earth had kept the imprint, and a 
perfect model of a vanished harp was the reward of 
diligence and care. 


The Death Pit 


But to return to our trench. Across the ruins of his 
instrument were the bones of the gold-crowned harpist. 
Then came the remains of a highly decorated chariot and, 
in front of it, not only the skeletons of two asses, but of 
their grooms as well. Next came a deposit of tools and 
utensils, a gaming-board, a set of chisels, some cups, a tube 
for sucking liquid from a glass, the wreckage of a chest 
once full of clothes, and masses of other vessels and orna- 
ments, some of them most artistically wrought. Under the 
chest was the top of the roof of a brick vault. The trench 
curved round the chamber. There were six soldiers in two 
ranks with copper spearheads by their side, and copper 
helmets crushed flat by the weight of the earth on their 
broken skulls. There were the remains of two, wooden, 
four-wheeled wagons, each drawn by three oxen. The 
skeleton of one beast was so well preserved that it could be 
lifted entire. The wagons were only the impression of 
decayed wood on the soil, but so clear was this that a 
photograph plainly revealed the grain of the solid wooden 
wheel and the grey circle which had been the leather tyre. 
Against the wall of the vault round which excavation was 
now proceeding were the bodies of nine women wearing 
gala headdresses of gold and floral design. The whole space 
between them and the wagons was full of the bodies of 
armed men. Two were officers, for one skeleton held a 
bundle of golden-headed spears, and beside another lay an 
artistic relief of two lions trampling fallen men. It was the 
copper boss of his shield. Other ornaments of artistic merit 
too numerous to describe lay among the dead. 


“The King Is Dead” 

Then came the tomb chamber. Like so many ancient 
tombs it had been robbed in some forgotten time of war 
or civil strife, but it was obvious that the royal occupant 
had not been without company. Overlooked by the thieves 
was a silver model of a river boat, identical with the type 
still used on the lower Euphrates. This chamber where 
the king lay was not as productive as the smaller one behind 
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it, where was the body of the queen. This tomb was intact. - 
She lay on a wooden ‘bed, her serving-women at her feet. 
A golden cup was in her hand. Tangled about her was a 
profusion of beads, gold, silver and agate. On her head was 
the gorgeous headdress we have already described. Here, as 
in the trench, the delicate ornaments were ordered and 
arranged. There were no signs of violence or terror. What 
does it all signify? It tells a story of belief in another life, 
and if there was drama in the twentieth century, when 
modern spades opened the great pit, there was drama more 
gripping still one day thirty-five centuries earlier, when 
ancient spades filled it. 

Let us imagine ourselves in the home of the youthful 
Abraham, for this was his city. He leaves his cool bedroom 
on the upper floor and descends the stair into the central 
courtyard of his house. Here other members of the family 
are waiting, and together they go into the cobbled street. 
Crowds are waiting all along the narrow way. They whisper 
in expectancy, for the king is dead, he who is god on 
earth, and all night long the diggers have been preparing 
the great death pit, and building the brick tomb. There 
is a crescendo of shrill lamentation and a wild twanging 
of lutes and harps, and the royal body is borne along the 
street, richly dressed in robes of state, and wearing a golden 
crown. Behind march a troop of slaveboys carrying his 
choice possessions, objects of art and usefulness, which their 
owner will want in the other world. Next come his chariot 
and grooms. Then comes the queen, splendid in her head- 
dress, with gentlemen and ladies of the court. A guard of 
picked soldiers follows, and they all march down the mat- 
lined pit. A hymn is intoned, the whole company drink 
some stupefying drug and lie down in order. Limbs twitch, 
and voices murmur, but soon all is still. Then the earth is 
thrown back over the unconscious bodies. They have passed 
from one life to another, still to serve their king. 

The Silver Ribbon 

It is amazing how at this distance in time we can recon- 
struct detail. By one woman’s skeleton, at her hip, was 
found a lump of granulated silver. On examination it 
proved to be the remains of a silver headband, rolled in a 


(Continued on page 40) 





Missionaries must learn early in their life 
among many tribes that they must not say 
anything nice about a child. The people who 
are in the darkness of paganism believe that 
the gods are jealous. Thus they call their 
children by terrible names in order to turn 
away the jealousy of the gods. A missionary 
who exclaims, “What a beautiful child!” is 
liable to frighten a mother who originally 
named the child “Trashpile” so that the gods 

Idn‘t be i d in taking the child from 
the life of this world. How different and 
wonderful is the relationship of the God and 
Father of our Lord Jesus Christ who brought 
such joy into the world that we can name our 
children “David,” which means “beloved,” or 
can call them “gift of God,” which has come 
to us as Matthew and Theodore from Hebrew 
and Greek. God is love. God loves us. God 
loves our children. They are not “Trashpile,” 
but beloved gifts. 




















FUNERALS 


On several occasions through the years 
we have published editorials here con- 
cerning the pagan practices at many 
American funerals, Now we have an 
important contribution to this subject 
in the Lutheran, where Dr. Edgar S. 
Brown, Jr., director of worship for the 
United Lutheran Church writes both 
devastatingly and constructively about 
the problem. He is devastating when he 
calls many practices at American funer- 
als “downright pagan,” and challenges 
the praise of the dead, the use of music 
that is maudlin and sometimes un- 
Christian, the over-use of flowers and 
the final “leave-taking” where friends 
and relatives say good-bye to a dead 
body. 

The strength of Dr. Brown’s article 
lies in the six constructive suggestions 
that he makes. “(1) In the hours of death, 
notify your pastor first. Make no arrange- 
ments without first consulting him. (2) 
If at all practicable (and don’t let minor 
obstacles’ stand in the way), have the 
funeral in the church. (3) Consider the 
possibility of sealing the casket before 
the funeral. Such an arrangement is 
much easier on the mourners. (4) While 
flowers are always a thoughtful expres- 
sion, consider the possibility also of a 
more permanent memorial. Gifts of 
money may be made to the congregation 
of the deceased in his memory, or a 
memorial gift to a charitable institution. 
(5) Eliminate the services of secular or- 
ganizations. There is only one fellow- 
ship whose membership is in two worlds. 
That is the church. (6) Demonstrate . . . 
by your attitude that you truly believe 
in the promises of our Saviour. . . Every 
Christian has a responsibility to live his 
faith. Funerals are a good place to be- 
gin.” 

This is excellent. I have long since 
abstained from sending flowers, except 
in rare, special instances, and instead, 
send a few Bibles to the mission field 
for free distribution. One funeral held 
jointly with a lodge was enough for me. 
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This took place almost thirty years ago 
and I have never had a joint funeral 
since. This comes from the fact that most 
people who belong to the church of 
which I have been pastor for so many 
years have their chief lodge interest in 
the Benevolent and Fraternal order of 
the Sons of God. The way to belong to 
this is through the new birth. Those who 
are most active in this fellowship tend 
to swing away from pagan practices at 
funerals. 


ANAPAUSIS 


This is a Greek word, but in our day 
of creation of scientific terms it might 
be a good one for psychologists, psy- 
chiatrists, etc., to adopt. It was a Chris- 
tian neuro-surgeon who gave me the 
idea. 

A friend of mine, whose surgical work 
is confined almost exclusively to the 
brain, has sent me a medical journal 
with a paragraph which, he suggests, 
“might be grist for your mill.” And good 
grist it is. 

The article has to do with one of the 
new drugs which quiets disturbed people. 
We read, “Neuropharmacologic research 
has produced a new and unique group 
of drugs which are proving dramatically 
effective in the field of psychiatry. Fab- 
ing thought the term ‘tranquilizing 
agents’ was inadequate for these new 
agents which produce a detached serenity 
without clouding the consciousness or 
depressing the mental faculties. Alister 
Cameron, Professor of Classics, Univer- 
sity of Cincinnati, suggested a word of 
Greek derivation—ataraxic, meaning 





DR. BARNHOUSE ABROAD 


Pray for Dr. Barnhouse who is now 
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‘freedom from confusion,’ ‘peace of 
mind.’ Fabing has, therefore, proposed 
that drugs of this type be designated 
ataraxics, and in describing the thera- 
peutic properties of them, the adjective, 
ataractic, be used. Through the use of 
the new ataractic drugs in acute pys- 
chotic disorders, Fabing sees ‘. . . a real 
ray of hope for a large and wretched 
group of sick people.’ ’ 

Without in any wise diminishing the 
fine work that is being done in ataraxics, 
and thankful for the help they are to 
those who are dealing with mentally 
disturbed people, let us recognize that 
the Christian has had something better 
for many centuries—namely, anapausics! 
Anapausis is a Greek word that is found 
coming from the lips of the Lord Jesus 
Christ when He was here on earth. 
“Come unto me,” He said, “all ye that 
are weak and heavy laden, and I will 
give you anapausis. Take my yoke upon 
you and learn of me... and you shall 
find anapausis for your souls” (Matt. 
11:29). 

We do not say that everyone who be- 
lieves in Christ will be brought, im- 
mediately, to the place where he will 
never need a doctor again for his mental 
problems. Some disorders are rooted in 
physical causes that are entirely outside 
of spiritual control. There may be Chris- 
tians (who can have physical disorders 
in the brain and nervous system just as 
they could break a leg) to whom ataractic 
drugs can be administered with profit; 
but those who have received the first gift 
of anapausis and who have found the 
second anapausis are the most truly 
blessed by God. 


A TISSUE OF TWADDLE 


The London Times Literary Supple- 
ment is perhaps the greatest critical re- 
view in the world. Its reviewers are 
anonymous but are drawn from the top- 
most ranks of British life. Only occasion- 
ally is the identity of a reviewer revealed 
—in an obituary or in a posthumous 
volume of reprinted essays that made 
literary history when they were pub- 
lished. 

In a recent issue of this famed weekly, 
in the -letters column, a letter is ad- 
dressed to a reviewer who did a piece on 
“The Man Who Was Shakespeare,” and 
is signed by “Another of Your Review- 

rs.” The latter compliments the former 
because he had called the book “A tissue 
of twaddle,” and, reciting a similar de- 
bunking in his college days, he turns to a 
matter which is of great moment to us. 

“Since those days,” he writes, “my 
path has been in the world of religious 
books, and, brought by this review to 
look at some of the notions that have 
been seriously put forward in the inter- 
vening years, I find myself wishing that 
someone had been found who would 
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every now and then have used that 
emphatic phrase. There was a time 
when we were being asked to believe 
that the whole Christian story was a 
myth (and just now are being asked to 
consider large sections of it as mythologi- 
cal), as though myths can lightly be con- 
structed in the lifetime of people who 
were being placed in the imaginary 
events. Scholarly books were written in 
reply, but if only someone had said ‘a 
tissue of twaddle’ how much trouble 
might have been saved. Or there was a 
time when St. Paul had been deprived 
of pretty well every line he wrote, and, 
though he has got back most of his work 
now, ‘twaddle’ might have done some- 
thing to stop even the robbery itself.” 

After giving a further illustration 
from all the nonsense that was written 
about the Fourth Gospel and showing 
how it has been restored to John him- 
self, the reviewer states that myths could 
not have risen in the lifetime of the 
disciples, and that those who lived just 
afterwards would have known _ these 
things to be myths. He concludes: “It 
seems as though we need a rebirth into 
the more robust attitude of mind that 
inspired your reviewer. But even then 
should we venture to use so downright 
a phrase as ‘a tissue of twaddle,’ or 
should we, as they say nowadays, wrap 
it up so that it read: ‘Possibly some of 
the material upon which Dr. Blank 
bases his interesting suggestion has not 
been so fully considered as perhaps 
should have been the case, but even if 
his thesis does not immediately commend 
itself without a certain degree of caution 
it may serve to stimulate other scholars 
engaged in similar research’?” 

There is great truth here. Boiled down 
this reviewer is saying that too many re- 
viewers retreat politely from naked truth 
and praise twaddle with such faint 
damns that people are deceived. There 
is another lesson here. When critics do 
come out with their twaddle against the 
Bible, they are always countered by men 
who know God and who are not afraid 
to call their attacks nothing more than 
twaddle. But the men who speak so 
boldly are frequently attacked for their 
boldness, classified as fundamentalists or 
obscurantists, and they have to wait a 
generation to see their position vindic- 
ated by scholars who have swung back 
with the pendulum. It was an old Scotch 
lady who said, “I have learned that in 
the long run the Almighty is generally 
correct.” a 


WHAT TIME IS IT? 


When men started making modern 
maps, they had to pin-point their data 
on a globe. It was easy to find latitude— 
for there is only one equator—but where 
were they to place the zero for longitude? 
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After some haggling the honor fell to 
London, or, more exactly, to the Ad- 
miralty observatory in Greenwich. Since 
one hour of time equals 15° of longitude 
a navigator at any spot can find how 
many degrees east or west of Greenwich 
he is by comparing his exact local time 
with Greenwich time and translating the 
difference into degrees. If, an aerial 
navigator fixes his position by sun or 
stars and finds his time to be noon, and 
if an assistant tells him it is 6:40 p.m. 
at Greenwich, he knows he is 6 hours 
and 40 minutes, or 100° west longitude. 

Until a precise chronometer was in- 
vented which men could carry to sea 
and know Greenwich time at any mo- 
ment, they could never be sure where 
they were on the surface of the oceans. 
Countless lives and countless fat cargoes 
were lost because no one knew what 
time it was. In 1707 an entire British 
fleet was wrecked on the Scilly Isles and 
two thousand lives lost because they did 
not know what time it was. The Parlia- 
ment offered 20,000 in gold—the equival- 
ent of half a million dollars in buying 
power today—to be given “to such per- 
son or persons as shall discover the 
longitude.” It was ultimately developed 
by a John Harrison who spent his life 
on it. 

There is a great spiritual implication 
in all this. It behooves every individual 
to know what time it is in his own life. 
Are you measuring everything from 
God’s longitude which passes through 
Calvary, just outside of Jerusalem? If 
you have not done this, you are in 
danger of going on the rocks with the 
loss of all on board. 

And how late is it on the clock of 
God with reference to the end of this 


‘age? Perhaps the most cataclysmic error 


within the bounds of true Christianity 
is that which makes it possible for men 
to think that the church can order the 
direction of this age. We are not here’ 
to steer the thinking of the world but 
to. witness against it. Conventions of 
ministers which pass resolutions on dis- 
armament, hydrogen bombs, foreign re- 
lations and similar matters are steering 
in the wrong direction because they have 
not drawn their longitude through the 
Word of God. We are not here to 
change the world which crucified Christ, 
but to witness against it and to save as 
many individuals out of the wreck as 
we possibly can before the final crash 
comes. 

And where are you on the map of the 
Lord’s will for your life? Are you navigat- 
ing in His direction or are you steering 
at an angle, ever getting farther from 
the path that He has drawn for you? 
This error can be corrected by seeing 
that the longitude for your daily life is 
checked by the Holy Spirit who will 
always give you the true angle of the 
sun and throw the divine light on your 
path. 

It is good to have the Bible, but more 
is needed. The Holy Spirit must shine 
upon its pages and illumine them for 
you, and must shine in your heart to 
remove all of the sin which could throw 
your compass off the true magnetic pole. 
When all these factors work together 
you will know what time it is—in your 
life within; in your relationship with 
others and with God; and when the 
church collectively allows these factors 
to work, she will be performing the true 
functions for which she was left here 
on earth. 





— 
—— 





Since the discovery of X-rays man is able to detect many flaws that 
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A true diamond lets the rays pass through; 


an artificial diamond is almost opaque. This is true of many other 
precious stones and their imitations. “Man looks on the outward ap- 
pearance; the lord looks upon the heart” (I Sam. 16:7). Men may look 
upon themselves or upon some others as being upright in heart, but 
God’s X-ray reveals something different: “The heart is deceitful above 


tals 


pt” (Jer. 17:9—The Hebrew reads 





all things and desp y 


“incurably sick”). The only possible remedy is to get a new heart, and 
this God offers to every man in Jesus Christ. 


If God puts you in a dark place it is because He wants you to learn more about Him | 














It is the genius of the 


gospel to expect, hope for, and promote change. 


A Revolutionary Gospel 


By VERNON GROUNDS 


wandering and peering around the rim of hell.” To 

many of us in this country that statement may sound 
like a piece of inflated rhetoric, a striking example of 
Churchillian hyperbole. The rim of hell indeed! Look at 
the United States today. We in this country enjoy compara- 
tive security. We have huge atomic stockpiles. We have a 
powerful air force. We have guided missiles which are 
incredibly accurate. And, besides all that, there has been 
a thaw in the cold war lately: tensions have relaxed, and 
the blood pressure of the globe has subsided. Moreover, 
we find ourselves in an era of unprecedented prosperity. 
We now regard as commonplace countless things which 
other people consider fabulously luxurious. So, really, no 
matter what Churchill may think, we need not worry. 

Because of our very opulence, however, it is hard for 
us to realize that half the human family—perhaps even 
two-thirds of it—goes to bed hungry every night. It is hard 
for us to appreciate the attitude of a Persian farmer who 
told David Cohen of the Saturday Review that he would 
be happy if once a week he could obtain for his family a 
can of American—dog-food! It is hard for us to suppress 
a guffaw when we hear of an Arab who was amazed to 
find running water in every room of his hotel and who 
wanted to take the faucet along with him in order to have 
a drink wherever he went! Yes, inhabiting the exclusive 
suburb of the United States, it is hard for us to understand 
that all around our borders, with a few conspicuous 
exceptions, there stretches a planetary slum full of misery, 
want, and seething revolt. 

And it seems especially hard for us Christians to be aware 
of the contemporary world-situation. Our churches all too 
frequently are spiritual hot-houses which prevent us from 
hearing and feeling the ominous storm-winds as they are 
beginning to blow across the earth. Oddly enough, many 
of us, instead of being released from egocentricity by a vital 
faith, are apparently obsessed with ourselves and our prob- 


Rs Sir Winston Churchill declared, “We are 


An address given at the commencement of Wheaton College in June, 
1956, at which time Dr. Grounds received the degree Doctor of Divinity. 
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lems. How can we obtain better jobs? How can we manage 
to buy more comfortable homes? How can we finance the 
newest products from Detroit? We are so obsessed with our 
own problems that we become insensitive to the problems 
of our civilization. We are so busy with incidentals that we 
ignore what is going on outside our homes, our churches, 
our communities, and our country. Adherents of a revolu- 
tionary faith, we are anachronisms in a revolutionary age. 


Crisis, Catastrophe, and Change 


Unquestionably the twentieth century in which our lot 
has been providentially cast is an age of revolution. Ours 
is an era of crisis, catastrophe, and change. Far-reaching and 
revolutionary change—that is the characteristic of our day. 
Modern history is, in fact, a chronicle of precisely such 
change. A few centuries back the Renaissance took place, an 
intellectual revolution which aroused Europe from the 
deadening spell of Roman Catholic scholasticism. Next 
came the Reformation, a spiritual revolution, with Martin 
Luther as its spearhead. In the eighteenth century a politi- 
cal revolution occurred as the French people decapitated 
their king and queen, proclaiming liberty, equality and 
fraternity. And since that fateful day when James Watts 
observed steam lifting the lid of the teakettle, a technologi- 
cal revolution has been transforming the life of mankind. 
For example, new modes of communication and transporta- 
tion have been steadily reducing our planet to the dimen- 
sions of a limited neighborhood. Hence in 1956, as a result 
of the technological revolution, you can buy Coca-Cola 
at the foot of the Pyramids. In 1956, as a result of the 
technological revolution, little boys in the Philippines listen 
in wide-eyed fascination to the exploits of the Lone Ranger 
brought to their islands by the miracle of radio, and then, 
bestriding their broomsticks, they gallop madly about shout- 
ing, “Hi-ho Silver!” In 1956, as a result of the technologi- 
cal revolution, peasants in the heart of Brazil, gaze in 
breathless wonder at the films which show “peasants” in 
Iowa with refrigerators and automobiles. Most important of 
all, in 1956, as a result of the technological revolution, a 
sociological revolution is occurring, a revolution abetted by 
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Christian missions, the rising tide of literacy, and the in- 
termingling of peoples necessitated by war. And this socio- 
logical revolution is producing revolutionary changes in 
ideas and institutions everywhere. The underprivileged 
masses of Asia, Africa and South America are astir. They 
know now, if they did not know it previously, that poverty, 
disease, and ignorance are not sheer necessities of existence: 
they are the fruit of human greed and lust and indifference. 
And the awakening masses, filled with a burning sense of 
injustice, are resolved to remedy this situation. They are 
clamoring for food, medicine, and education; above every- 
thing else, they are clamoring for freedom and status, a 
place in the sun. 


Explosion of Nationalism 

That is why there has been an explosive resurgence of 
nationalism. Think of China in the twenties under the 
dynamic guidance of Sun Yat Sen and now in the fifties 
under Mao Tze Tung. Think of Israel, Syria and Lebanon, 
all of which have become republics since 1945. Think of 
India which has cast off British rule. Think of Indonesia 
which has wrested its freedom from the Netherlands. Think 
of Africa, where the native population is demanding, even 
with bloodshed and violence in some places, that the white 
man relinquish his position of supremacy and let Africa be- 
come self-governing. 

That is why there has also been a revival of the ethnic 
religions. They serve as a valuable ally of nationalism, bind- 
ing the masses together by cords of common creed and 
cult. Is Shintoism dying? Not at all! Since 1945 it has in- 
creased by 258 per cent in Japan. Is Buddhism dying? Not 
at all! Its first world council was held in 1954 under the 
sponsorship of U Nu, the premier of Burma. Is Moham- 
medism dying? Not at all! Annually it sends forth into 
Africa one thousand missionaries who have been educated 
at colleges and universities. 

That is why, moreover, we have witnessed the triumphal 
expansion of Communism, a gospel of revolution preached 
originally by Karl Marx and Fredric Engels, a gospel that 
cries out to the masses, “You have nothing to lose but your 
chains.” It is a gospel which urges Asia and Africa to expel 
the white imperialists and their yes-men and handmaidens, 
the Christian missionaries. It is a gospel which purposes to 
destroy all religion, since religion is the fawning slave of 
the status quo, sprinkling its holy water on the carcass of 
capitalism. Criticize Communism trenchantly, yes. Criticize 
it by all means. But no matter how trenchantly you criticize 
it, give Communism credit. With uncanny skill and dismay- 
ing strategy it has seized upon revolutionary nationalism 
and is now exploiting that force to its own tyrannical ends. 
And hence Communism continues to spread and spread like 


* a cancer eating away at the vitals of humanity. 


In a word, therefore, we live in a revolutionary age when 
ideas and institutions are in the throes of catastrophic 
change. If you are disposed to question my analysis, listen 
to Dr. Charles Malik, a firm friend of the United States, the 
Lebanese ambassador to Washington: “Asia is on the thresh- 
old of a great dawn, one characterized at once by an 
awakening and a revolt: the awakening is to Asia’s own 
actualities and possibilities, the revolt is against the West, 
at whose hand Asia has known such humiliation, division, 
and exploitation.” 

Or listen to Premier Nehru of India as he explains the 
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spirit of his vast continent: “Asia is an area which is not 
only in the process of change but in a process of storm. I am 
referring to the inner changes that are taking place all over 
the world, no doubt, but perhaps more so in Asia than 
elsewhere. It is not because there is any special virtue in 
Asia but because we have been kept back and we are trying 
to catch up. We have been entangled in past things and 
time has past by and we have not kept pace with it. And so 
we have suddenly arrived at a stage when we have to run— 
walking is not enough—and in running we stumble and 
fall and we try to get up again. It is no good to tell us to 
walk slowly, because we just cannot do it slowly, not even 
for outside or other forces. We realize, especially in an 
aged contihent like Asia, that running involves risks and 
dangers, but there is no choice, for there is a torment in our 
mind, and there are all kinds of questions before us which 
we seek to answer.” Nehru, it seems to me, has hit the 
center of the target. Asia is not merely on the march. Asia is 
on the run—and all humanity is running with it! We are 
living in a revolutionary age. 

Consider, next, the revolutionary gospel we are summoned 
to preach in this revolutionary age. 

Let me stress two vital facts at this juncture, facts which 
we evangelicals may unfortunately overlook. One fact is 
this. Christianity is not afraid of change, even far-reaching 
and revolutionary change. For Christianity teaches that 
God is the Lord of history and the changes which take place 
are ultimately working out His purpose to gather all things 
together in a Christocentric unity. As Tennyson puts it: 

The old order changeth yielding place to the new 
And God fulfills Himself in many ways. 

The second fact is this. Christianity, far from being afraid 

of change, is itself a revolutionary catalyst. By its very 
(Continued on page 40) 








In Brisbane, Australia, Mrs. Gertrude Riordan, sixty-five, was swept off 
her feet by a train at a grade crossing and carried a mile on the cow- 
catcher to the next station, where she stepped off and said, “My 
only thought was how silly | must look.” The true nature of our 
Adamic being is revealed in such incidents as this. In the face of 
death the vanity of the mind can take possession of the being and 
think of appearances rather than of eternal realities. Only 2 mind 
that sub-consciously had lived for the flesh alone could ever produce 
such thoughts and allow the conscious mind to state them candidly. 
Truly we must submit to the Lord that our fleshly nature may be yield- 
ed over for crucifixion death with Him. 


God has a promise for every testing time 13 








WHAT HAPPENS WHEN MEN TRY TO LIMIT GOD 
TO THEIR OWN IDEAS OF JUSTICE? 





UNIVERSAL SALVATION 
Does the Bible Teach it? 


informed student of contemporary theology can deny. 

However, apart from the direct problem of non-Chris- 
tian cults is the problem of doctrinal deviations within 
~ the pale of orthodox Christianity itself. It is with one of 
these doctrinal deviations that this article is concerned, and 
the deviation is universal reconciliation or just plain old- 
fashioned Universalism. Since the days of Hosea Ballou, 
the great Universalist preacher, the United States has in- 
creasingly become a mecca for the theology of Universalism, 
or the theory that at the final consummation of the ages 
God will punish in a remedial way the souls of men who 
have rejected Jesus Christ as Lord and Saviour; neither 
annihilating them nor committing them to eternal torment 
but rather reconciling them to Himself after a proper 
period of punishment for their sins. Outside the Universal- 
ist Church in the United States, which has only a small 
membership, there are also splinter groups of Universalists 
such as the Scripture Study Concern located in Corona, 
California. Another group of universal reconciliationists is 
the Concordant Publishing Concern of Los Angeles, Cali- 
fornia, headed by Mr. A. E. Knoch, a rabid Universalist 
and also an Arian in the tradition of Jehovah’s Witnesses.* 
These small groups belabor in great detail a select number 
of verses found in both the Old and New Testaments, 
and though almost totally ignorant of the original languages 
in Scripture they repeatedly quote for “support” gram- 
matical authorities (mostly out of context) as if their own 
shallow arguments were based on sound scholarship, which 
in ninety per cent of the cases they most decidedly are not! 
Mr. Knoch, for instance, circulates a “translation” entitled 
“The Concordant Version,” which is the product of his 
own labors. However, Mr. Knoch admits that he is neither 
a Greek or Hebrew scholar, does not possess degrees in 
either of the original languages of Scripture, and had his 
last lessons over fifty years ago! In this translation he 


T's there are many cults extant in America today no 


* Arianism is a form of theology which denies categorically the deity 
of Jesus Christ, and maintains that He was the first and greatest 
creation of God but not intrinsic deity Himself. 


14 God’s Word places all questions beyond doubt 


By WALTER R. MARTIN 


attempts to establish Universalism and the Arian doctrine 
concerning the deity of Jesus Christ. For a future issue 
of Erernity I plan to deal in detail with Mr. Knoch’s 
translations and publishing concern, but for the present, 
mention of him is sufficient. 

To press on to our real objective in this brief study 
we shall now consider some of the basic texts utilized by 
universal reconciliationists in their attempt to “prove” 
that the Bible teaches that God intends to save everybody 
(some even go so far as to say God intends to save the 
Devil and his angels). 


Texts Misapplied by Universalists 

Romans 5:18-19.—“Therefore as by the offense of one 
judgment came upon all men to condemnation; even so 
by the righteousness of one the free gift came upon all men 
unto justification of life. For as by one man’s disobedience 
many were made sinners, so by the obedience of one shall 
many be made righteous.” 

These first two texts utilized by the universal reconcilia- 
tionists when properly understood in their context in no 
sense whatsoever teach that salvation is at length to be 
possessed by all men. Quite to the contrary, the Bible clearly 
teaches that although salvation is offered freely to all men, 
there are many who just will not accept it! These are the 
persons of whom Jesus spoke when He said, “Depart from 
me ye cursed into everlasting fire prepared for the devil and 
his angels (Matt. 25:41). Beyond this fact, Paul in the fifth 
chapter of Romans merely teaches that sin entered the world 
through one man Adam. Through this sin the judgment 
of God came upon all men to eternal death, but God | 
in the fullness of time sent forth His Son made under 
the law to ransom those who had become transgressors 
through the carnal nature transmitted through Adam. No- 
where does the Scripture say that every man will either 
now or at some future time at prompting of torment 
accept this gift; in fact, Christ Himself stated, “O, 
Jerusalem, Jerusalem, thou that killest the prophets, and 
stonest them which are sent unto thee, how often would 
I have gathered thy children together, even as a hen 
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gathereth her chickens under her wings, and ye would 
not!” (Matt. 23:37). It should also be noted that as the 
judgment came unto all men to condemnation for sin, 
the justification of life unto all men was supplied only 
upon the condition of acceptance of the Lord Jesus Christ 
as Saviour, because justification itself is the result of faith, 
and faith cometh by hearing, and hearing by the Word 
of God—conclusive proof indeed that believing the Word 
of God is the basis for justification before God. So we see 
that the Universalists’ argument on the basis of the word 
“all” melts into nothingness when the context is clearly 
understood, and when it is realized that the word “all” 
does not in every instance mean “every”; as a matter of 
fact in some instances it is definitely a restrictive term. 
(For a detailed study of this subject the reader is referred 
to Systematic Theology by A. H. Strong, pp. 1047-1056.) 

Colossians 1:20.—“And, having made peace through the 
blood of his cross, by him to reconcile all things unto 
himself; by him, I say, whether they be things in earth, 
or things in heaven.” 

In this particular text Universalists claim that God will 
unquestionably reconcile all things to Himself, but the 
usage of the word “all” is governed by the context, and 
many times it is definitely not used as a universal all- 
inclusive word (See John 12:19 as a good example). While 
it is definitely true that Christ died to provide a ransom 
through His blood for all men, and further that His 
sacrifice is definitely sufficient for the sins of all men, the 
Scripture tells us it is only efficient for those who accept 
it. This is particularly true in the light of John 3:16 and 
3:36, where it is stated that God loved the world and 
commissioned His Son to be its Saviour. Therefore, those 
who accept this sacrifice have everlasting life; those who 
believe not, the Scripture tells us, “continue to abide under 
the wrath of God.” We are never to forget for a moment 
that there are two classes of people clearly spoken of in 
Scripture: the sheep and the goats (Matt. 25:32, 33). The 
sheep are destined for eternal life and the bliss of Christ’s 
eternal presence. The goats, on the other hand, are 
sentenced to eternal punishment in company with the 
Devil and his rebellious angels. When Universalists attempt 
to teach that the reconciliation provided for all men 
through Calvary will be realized finally by all men, they 
are, so to speak, whistling in the dark and reading into 
Scripture what they desperately want the Scripture to 
teach. No qualified exegetical scholar in the history of 
the Christian Church has ever been able successfully to 
defend Universalism from the standpoint of the original 
languages of Scripture. Some men have tried, but they 
have repeatedly met with failure and theological disaster. 

Paul in Colossians, then, never taught that the recon- 
ciliation provided by God the Father would eventually 
be accepted by all men. He only portrayed the grace of 
God providing the redemption, so that potentially all 
men might be saved if they repent and accept the gospel. 
But history tells us that it is not that man cannot believe 
but that he will not, “for the carnal mind is enmity against 
God and cannot be subject to Him,” and “to be carnally 
minded is death”—eternal death (or conscious separation 
from God)—a fact which all Scripture bears out, universal 
reconciliationists to the contrary notwithstanding. 

I Timothy 4:10.—“For therefore we both labour and 
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suffer reproach, because we trust in the living God, who 
is the Saviour of all men, specially of those that believe.” 

To argue that this text irrevocably teaches that God in- 
tends to save all men is exegetical folly. The text itself 
states nothing of the sort. It is very true that God's desire 
is that all men should be saved. He could not be a loving 
God unless His desire was that His creations be delivered 
from the fruit of their own wickedness, but the text does 
not say that all men will be saved, rather it teaches that 
God in the measureless depths of His eternal love has 
made provision for their salvation, a provision some of 
them will never accept. I Timothy 2:4 is used in connection 
with this text, incidentally, although it also gives no sound 
exegetical ground for supposing that God has decreed 
immutably that all mankind shall be saved. This assertion 
simply is not true! If our universal salvation friends would 
study the second half of I Timothy 4:10, they would find 
that Paul qualifies his use of the term “all” by stating 
“especially those that believe,” so we see that while God 
is the Saviour of all men in the potential sense of the term, 
He is actually the Saviour only of those who believe and 
accept Jesus Christ as Lord and Saviour. The emphatic 
statement of Christ to Nicodemus in the third chapter of 
John’s Gospel is as true today as when He uttered it 
almost 2,000 years ago, “Except a man be born again, 
he cannot see the kingdom of God,” and all the Universalist 
argument in the world cannot change the fact that if a 
man rejects the blood of Jesus, without the shedding of 
which there is no remission for sin (Heb. 9:22), then he 
most certainly cannot be cleansed by fire—a method of 
cleansing espoused by some Universalists, who affirm that 
God will punish for many “eons” of time the unrepentant 
souls of men until they will see the evil of their rejection 
of Christ and accept Him finally as Lord and Saviour, thus 
meriting salvation. Such a view as this predicates in effect 
“salvation by suffering,” and the Bible clearly teaches that 
only “the blood of Jesus Christ God’s Son cleanses us from 
all sin,” not the suffering of the soul regardless of its 
intensity or duration. 

A fourth and final text seized upon by Universalists 
to bolster up their tottering claims for universal reconcilia- 
tion is I Corinthians 15:28, “And when all things shall 
be subdued unto him, then ‘shall the Son also himself 
be subject unto him that put all things under him, that 
God may be all in all.” 

From this passage of Scripture the Universalists assume 
that merely because God will eventually become all in all, 
the “all” must refer to everything in creation which possesses 
a spiritual nature, men, angels, etc., etc. They, however, 
neglect to read the context in which Paul is speaking, 
for in this chapter the apostle clearly states that only the 
redeemed are to be transformed into the likeness of Christ 
after their resurrection to immortality, and nowhere in 
the chapter is there the vaguest suggestion that the “all” 
spoken of refers to anyone but those raised in the image 
of Christ; i.e, the regenerated and redeemed souls of 
believers! Reconciliationists also couple this text with 
verse twenty-two of the same chapter, “For as in Adam 
all die. even so in Christ shall all be made alive,” in a 
vain attempt to establish the impossible tenet that as 
spiritual death came to Adam through sin and so passed 

(Continued on page 37) 
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WINDOW ON THE WORLD 





OPPOSES SEGREGATION MEASURE 


A leading Dutch Reformed theolo- 
gian warned in Capetown, South Africa, 
that proposals in a government report 
would result in a “return to heathen- 
ism” among South Africa’s 12,000,000 
Bantus (Negroes). 

Dr. Benjamin J. Marais, professor of 
theology at the University of Pretoria 
(See Erernity, June, 1956), attacked 
recommendations in the Tomlinson Re- 
port calling for development of the 
Bantus “along their own lines and 
against their own background.” 

“This could only lead to a return to 
their own past and to a reaction against 
everything foreign and western,” Dr. 
Marais said. “It would lead to a cry of 
‘away with Christianity! because it is a 
foreign religion, a religion of the white 
man,’ and this could mean a return to 
heathenism.” 

Dr. Marais, an opponent of racial seg- 
regation, is a member of the World 
Council of Churches’ Commission on 
the Church amid Racial and Ethnic 
Tensions. He is the author of “Color— 
Unsolved Problem of the West,” some 
of the material for which he gathered in 
the United States. 

A more optimistic view of Christian 
influence among the Bantus was taken 
by another Afrikander theologian, Dr. 
B. A. Pauw. He told a missionary con- 
ference of the Nederduitse Gerefor- 
meerde Kerk—one of the three Dutch 
Reformed Churches—in Bloemfontein 
that not more than 47.4 per cent of the 
country’s Bantus are still non-Christians 
and that true paganism was dying out 
among them. 

The Tomlinson Report, which deals 
mainly with the economic and _ social 
development of the Bantu areas was 
presented to the federal parliament in 
March and continues to be widely dis- 
cussed by Christian leaders. It was 
drafted by a nine-man commission in 
terms of the government’s apartheid 
(segregation) policy. 

FILM COMPANIES MERGE 

Merger of the Billy Graham Evan- 
gelistic Film organization with Great 
Commission Films has been consum- 
mated to form World Wide Pictures, 
with Dick Ross as President. The ex- 
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panded organization will combine the 
functions of production, distribution, 
and exhibition. 

Ross, director of the Billy Graham 
films, ‘““Mr. Texas,” “Oiltown U.S.A.,” 
and “Souls in Conflict,” will have per- 
sonal supervision of the production of 
all new pictures. The new operation, 
centered in Hollywood, will make its 
production services available to the re- 
ligious and educational field. 

The _ distribution and_ exhibition 
function will operate on a greatly ex- 
panded basis under the direction of 
Brunson Motley, formerly of Cathedral 
Films. The Billy Graham films, until 
now available only through field repre- 
sentatives, will be placed on a rental 
basis, with World Wide rental offices in 
major cities from coast to coast. A rental 
catalog will be issued shortly. 

Also associated with the new organi- 
zation are Jerry Beavan, Vice President, 
who will supervise advertising and pro- 
motion; George Wilson, Secretary-Treas- 
urer; and Frank Jacobson, Sales Pro- 
motion Advisor. 

Among new films soon to be released 
is “Fire on the Heather,” a dramatic 
documentary of Scottish religious life, 
climaxed by scenes from the All Scot- 
land Crusade in Glasgow. 


ALICE PERTURBS MISSIONARIES 


Missionaries in Northern Rhodesia 
are faced with the growing. popularity 
of a new cult sponsored by one Len- 
shina Mulenga, or as she has been 
dubbed by missionaries, “Alice.” She is 
a thirty-two-year-old native woman who 
claims to have a direct connection with 
God. Thousands of Africans are flocking 
to the tiny village of Kasomo to see 
and hear her. 

Alice claims to have died, but God 
kept her from entering Heaven and told 
her to return to her people. She teaches 
her people to give up witchcraft and 
repent their sins. 

Alice says that God told her there 
were two books: one for the whites and 
one for the blacks. And the black book 
was the right one. God speaks to her 
during a strange whistling. Missionaries 
watching her activities said she just steps 
behind a tree and blows a small instru- 
ment. The natives—ordered to bow their 


heads—are greatly impressed. 

The Presbyterian Mission nearby 
refused her demand to preach in its 
church. She immediately claimed that 
the missionaries had stolen her African 
book and sent it off to Scotland. She 
began attacking the New Testament— 
calling it a “deserted village, a hollow 
shell.” 

In_ twelve months, 60,000 have 
listened to and been baptized by Alice. 
And once changed to her loyalty, most 
natives refuse to change back to 
Christianity. 

Authorities view the situation with 
concern. They say that Alice has taken 
advantage of mission weaknesses. She 
fights witchcraft effectively, they say. 
She gives the natives a sense of belong- 
ing to their own church, and she offers 
salvation here-and-now, not in the 
future sometime. 

Of greatest concern to missionaries is 
the possibility that the Cult of Alice 
may be taken over by anti-white ele- 
ments in Africa. 

So, missionaries will be watching with 
deep concern the new prophetess of the 
Dark Continent, Alice. 


QUESTIONS DATING OF SCROLLS 


Dr. Solomon Zeitlin, professor of 
Rabbinic Literature at Dropsie College, 
Philadelphia, has declared that the 
Dead Sea Scrolls do not date from be- 
fore the time of Christ but only from 
the Middle Ages. 

He says they are “not of great an- 
tiquity” and were written by none-too 
literate writers and hence have no value 
for Judaism or early Christianity.” Dr. 
Zeitlin said he based his argument on a 
study of “the internal evidence” in the 
scrolls. He asserted that “the spelling of 
various Hebrew words and terms which 
occur in the scrolls did not come into 
usage among the Jews until the Middle 
Ages.” He also said that the scrolls con- 
tain references to Jewish laws which 
were not in vogue during the pre- 
Christian period but were enacted cen- 
turies later. 

These statements were made by Pro- 
fessor Zeitlin at a lecture at the New 
York Public Library, sponsored by the 
Friends of Dropsie College (incidentally 
Dropsie College is one of the most im- 
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portant Hebrew institutions in the 
world today). In introducing him, Dr. 
Abraham Neuman, President of the 
college, said, “Professor Zeitlin has from 
the beginning raised the flag of opposi- 
tion and dared to oppose the fashion- 
able views regarding the scrolls to the 
point of arch-heresy. He dared ask hard 
questions based on internal evidence 
which, if unresolved, explode the entire 
fantastic structure which was so lightly 
erected. 

“He exposes numerous mistransla- 
tions, misconstructions, and anachron- 
isms in many of the current interpreta- 
tions of the Dead Sea Scrolls. He has 
written many learned, brilliant articles 
in the Jewish Quarterly Review which 
have attracted the attention of scholars 
throughout the world.” 

In view of all that has been said 
about the importance of the Dead Sea 
Scrolls and their possible effect on the 
background of Christianity, it is very 
important to get this statement into the 
record. 

It should be realized, of course, that 
Zeitlin is a controversial figure and is not 
supported by many of the leading arch- 
ecologists of the world, including Burrows 
of Yale and Albright of Johns Hopkins. 


FREEDOM IN ITALY 


After three years punctuated by a 
running battle with Italian police, 
American missionaries have _ finally 
been granted a degree of freedom. 

In July Italy’s new constitutional 
court ruled that the Mussolini-regime 
law requiring police permission before 
hanging up a sign or poster is uncon- 
stitutional. The 1948 constitution pro- 
vides that “everyone has the right to 
manifest his thought with words, in 
writing, or by any other means of 
propaganda. 

A second ruling of the court held 
that Protestant services could not be 
considered “dangerous to public order 
and security or public morals.” It freed 
the Rev. Guiseppe Pizzo, an Assemblies 
of God minister, who had been arrested 
when he defied a police order to leave 
the town of Alcamo, Sicily, where he 
had been holding religious services. As 
an Italian citizen, Mr. Pizzo had the 
right to go anywhere in Italy as long as 
he did not menace public health or 
security, the court ruled. 


MORE VIOLENCE IN COLOMBIA 


In Colombia Mennonite Brethren 
missionaries at La Cumbre, Province of 
Valle, have been the object of two 
attacks instigated by the local Roman 
Catholic priest. The first occurred on 
July 5 when a band of twenty men 
stoned the group assembled in the Men- 
nonite Colegio de los Andes at La 
Cumbre. 
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Later, evangelicals in the area were 
warned that a more serious attack was 
being planned against the mission. It 
was on July 8 that a young Roman 
Catholic, friendly to the missionaries, 
told them that the priest and a group 
of men were in a room at the local 
hospital drinking and plotting an attack 
on the mission buildings. There are four 
houses on the Mennonites’ La Cumbre 
property, in addition to two schools, 
one of which is a large boarding school 
for American children at present on 
vacation. The informant stated further 
that the Sisters of the hospital were 
paying the young men to do the work. 

Missionaries on the station at the 
time were the Rev. and Mrs. Ernest 
Friesen of Fresno, Calif.; Miss Kathryn 
Lentzner of Larslan, Mont.; Miss Lillian 
Schafer of Pikardsville, N. D.; Miss 
Ruth Lowen of Hillsboro, Kans.; and 
Miss Anne Dyck of Winkler, Mont. 

With police refusing aid, a band of 
men stormed the missionary home and 
finally set it afire with gasoline. In a 


house near-by a sixty-year-old Colom- 
bian believer, Amelia Palomino, was 


left unconscious after she was dragged 
face down along a barbed wire fence. 
It was discovered later that she had 
been intercepted by the rioters when 
she tried to run to the aid of the 
missionaries. 


GRAHAM BLASTED BY NIEBUHR 


If unfavorable advance publicity is 
a good omen for Billy Graham, as was 
the case before his London campaign, 
the New York crusade in 1957 ought to 
be a huge success. 

The man who has taken upon him- 
self to find Billy Graham’s brand of 
Christianity “inadequate for our day” 
is the noted theologian Reinhold Nie- 
buhr. In a continuing fulmination 
against Graham written first for Chris- 
tian Century and reported in Time, 
Niebuhr contemptuously finds Graham 
too naively orthodox. 

In his defense of liberal theology, 
Niebuhr lines himself up with the 
modernism and repudiated liberalism 
of an earlier era. Although Time refers 
to Niebuhr as a neo-orthodox leader, 
one feels that he does not belong in the 
same orbit with Brunner and _ surely 
not with Barth. He should be referred 
to as a “neo-liberal” or ‘‘neo-modernist.” 

Niebuhr praises liberal theology be- 
cause of “the absolute honesty with 
which it encouraged the church to 
examine the scriptural foundations of 
its faith.” 

“Graham still thinks within the frame- 
work of pietistic moralism,” Niebuhr 
says. “He [Graham] thinks the problem 
of the atom bomb could be solved by 
converting the people to Christ.” 

Each time Niebuhr speaks out against 
Graham a new defender rushes to 


“Graham’s defense. 
‘occasion it was Niebuhr’s superior, Dr. 


(On a_ previous 


Henry P. Van Dusen, Union's President.) 
This time it is Dean Elmer G. Hom- 
righausen of Princeton Theological 
Seminary. Homrighausen finds neo- 
orthodoxy “hesitant and weak in calling 
persons to a ‘positive faith.” “Where 
are the new orthodox evangelists?” he 
asks. “I have frankly been disappointed 
in [neo-orthodoxy’s] inability to lead 
the way in the revival or rebirth or 
restoration of a relevant Protestantism 
in the local church.” 


ROMANISM IN FRANCE 


Many Christians think of France as 
a Roman Catholic country, but it is 
better described as a spiritual desert. 
Only a small proportion of its nearly 
43 million inhabitants takes Catholicism 
seriously even though it is ostensibly the 
dominant religion. This has _ the 
Roman leadership concerned, and vari- 
ous measures, like the worker priest 
movement, have been employed to im- 
press upon the masses the claims of the 
Church. 


INTEGRATION AND SEGREGATION 


A strongly-worded resolution opposing 
racial integration was adopted by the 
American Baptist Association at its an- 
nual meeting in Little Rock, Ark. 

The group reports it has nearly 300,- 
000 members in more than 2,000 
churches, mostly in the South. 

“God created the races distinct from 
one another,” the resolution said. “He 
scattered the races over the face of the 
earth at a time when they attempted 
to integrate and become one (Gen. 
11:8). 

Au flesh is not the same flesh (I 
Cor. 15:39) and just as animals, fish and 
birds are of a flesh peculiar to their 
kind, so He has also drawn the lines of 
demarcation between the black and 
white races.” 

The resolution also asserted that “a 
great segment, if not the majority, of 
the Negro population of the South does 
not desire integration.” 

The Supreme Court anti-segregation 
decision, it said, violated religious free- 
dom and states’ rights. 

The American Baptist Association 
recently aligned itself with the Amer- 
ican Council of Christian Churches. 

Meanwhile, in St. Paul, Minn., the 
Lutheran Church-Missouri Synod called 
on its two million members to work to 
eliminate racial discrimination “where- 
ever it may exist.” 


MONSTER IN THE PARLOR 

Television was described at a religious 
gathering in Kingston, N. J. as a 
“monster sitting in the front room of 
American homes spewing out its venom 


(Continued on page 32) 
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A FIVE-FOLD 
RULE 

FOR 

GODLY 
LIVING 


By FRANK E. GAEBELEIN 


Did Paul’s advice to the Corinthians ever 
have more meaning than it does for us 


living in the world today? 


verses 13 and 14, St. Paul declares: “Watch ye, stand fast 

in the faith, quit ye like men, be strong. Let all your 
things be done in love.” These are practical words, and they 
set before us a five-fold rule for godly living. 

When Paul wrote this letter, Corinth, to which it was 
addressed, was the most important city of Greece. It was 
a center of commerce and was famed also for its educational 
institutions. Its population included foreigners from many 
countries. Along with its wealth and culture, it was notori- 
ous for its wickedness. In short, Corinth was very much 
like the great cities of our day—rich, beautiful, offering many 
advantages for cultivating mind and body, yet at the same 
time sinful and corrupt. 

Through the science of modern archeology, Corinth is 
being brought back from the grave. Excavations have shown 
exactly what kind of place it was. But in another sense an- 
cient Corinth was never really buried. Two letters, out of 
countless thousands addressed to its residents, have kept it 


I: the last chapter of his First Letter to the Corinthians, 


Baccalaureate Sermon, given in Hegeman Memorial Chapel of 
The Stony Brook School, June 2, 1956, by the Headmaster. 


18 When we invest in souls, the dividends go back to God 


alive for millions of readers. The first of these letters, and 
the one in which our text is found, is the most complex and 
varied of Paul’s thirteen epistles. More than any other of 
his writings, it shows us his feelings as he struggles with a 
church that was in real difficulty. And it is at the close of 
this wonderful letter that Paul slips in the words of our 
text. 

If ever Paul gave practical, down-to-earth advice, this 
was it. J. B. Phillips in Letters to Young Churches heads 
the two verses thus: “A Little Sermon in a Nutshell.” That 
is clever, but I am not sure that it is accurate. The words 
are few, but the nutshell contains a big sermon so far as 
meaning goes: Four imperatives, sounding out with the 
staccato authority of military commands: “Watch ye, stand 
fast in faith, quit ye like men, be strong.” Then a fifth 
command in a terse sentence: “Let all you do be done in 
love.” 

Now the first thing to be noted about our text is that 
it has to do with action, Here are five rules for godly living, 
five principles to be practised. Christianity differs from all 
other religions in putting away any thought of self-salva- 
tion. Every believer knows by experience that only God 
saves our souls. But every Christian ought also to know that, 
when salvation has been received through faith, then there 
comes the obligation to work it out in our lives. 


Watch Ye 

“Watch ye!” So Paul begins this “sermon in a nutshell.” 
It is a note of warning, like a red signal in traffic. A very 
good translation might read: “Be on your guard.” Or, as a 
great scholar renders it, “Stay awake!” 

This is a dangerous world—more so than we realize. Phys- 
ical life today holds perils unknown a few generations ago. 
Think of the split-second timing required for operating a 
two-hundred-horse-power car in city traffic or at high 
speed on a superhighway, to say nothing of the alertness 
needéd in the take-off and landing of an airplane. Even 
the person crossing the streets in our cities and towns needs 
a wide-awakeness hardly required in horse and buggy days. 
Those were the times when, if a driver went to sleep, the 
horse would probably pull him home, whereas today the 
eight-cylinder car is liable to smash the sleepy driver into 
the nearest tree or telephone pole, 

But if life today is physically dangerous, it is also spirit- 
ually hazardous. A Canadian friend of mine, who is a great 
climber, defines mountain-climbing as the art of going safe- 
ly in dangerous places. So with Christian life. It is an up- 
ward road and a hard one. In the words of the hymn: 
“They climbed the steep ascent of heaven through peril, 
toil, and pain.” We, too, in this world today will be going 
in places dangerous to heart and soul. And if we are to go 
safely, we need to stay awake and be on guard spiritually 
as well as physically. The reason for this is perfectly plain; 
it goes back to the nature of the world—not the world of 
natural law and beauty which surrounds us—but the world 
our Lord and the apostles spoke about. 

What is this world? Well, here is how Chaplain George 
Bean of West Point described it in his baccalaureate ser- 
mon to the graduating cadets last June: “In the New Testa- 
ment the world is the area of human life . . . alienated from 
God and under the sway of the prince of evil. Corrupt, un- 
regenerate, egotistical, it is in conflict with God’s will and 
in rebellion against God . . . The world is controlled by 
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Satan . . . The world is under God’s judgment.” That is 
to say, for believers it is enemy territory; and because we 
have to live in the midst of it, Paul urges us to watch. 
There was a time when many took lightly what the Bible 
says about evil and Satan. Not so today. Recent history 
with its demonic, God-defiant aspects shows that Peter was 
giving vivid expression to sober truth when he wrote in his 
First Epistle: “Be vigilant; because your adversary the 
devil, as a roaring lion, walketh about seeking whom he 
may devour.” And Paul knew what he was talking about 
when, using a figure from one of the oldest sports, he told 
the Ephesians: “We wrestle not against flesh and blood, but 
against principalities, against powers, against the rulers of 
darkness of this world... .” 


Stand Fast in the Faith 


But how are we to watch and be on our guard? I believe 
Paul tells us how, as he goes on to say: “Stand fast in the 
faith.” 

Now “standing fast” means simply being in a certain 
place, and staying there. In our text it means having spirit- 
ual convictions and sticking by them. At this point a lot 
of people get mixed up. They think that in order to grow 
you must discard your beliefs and take on some different 
ones. However, that makes sense only if your beliefs are 


untrue in the first place. And this is not what Paul means: 
For his call is to “stand fast’—not in any one of a number 
of beliefs but to “stand fast in the faith.” 

Think of a tree, as used in Scripture to portray the godly 
man. Trees are the most stable and enduring of living 
things. Once in California I visited the Mariposa Grove of 
big trees. I saw trees growing there on the slopes of the 
Sierra that were old when Columbus discovered America, 
old when St. Paul wrote to Corinth, old when Nebuchad- 
nezzer of Babylon conquered Jerusalem. Indeed, there are 
some who say that these Sequoia never die, unless struck by 
lightning or felled by some outside force. They grow 
and keep on growing, because they are rooted in the right 
place and planted firmly in the right soil. They grow in 
the upward direction, toward the light, and at the same 
time spread out their branches. So Christians, standing in 
the faith, rooted and grounded in the truth, do not live a 
static life; they grow upward and outward in the.glorious 
life of God. 

“Stand fast in the faith.” And what is this faith? Paul 
leaves us in no doubt of what it is. In the second chapter 
of this letter, he says of his coming to Corinth: “I deter- 
mined not to know anything among you, save Jesus Christ; 
and him crucified.” 


(Continued on page 46) 





A SUMMONS TO THANKSGIVING 


and for his wonderful works to the children of 
men!” Four times this refrain is repeated in the 
107th Psalm. 

Apparently men always found it more natural to com- 
plain than to praise. Certainly it is no different now. In- 
stead of giving forth the vibrant sound of thanksgiving, we 
too often issue the doleful dirge of faultfinding. “No sun 
for a week!” or “The sun is too hot!” “How winter hangs 
on,” or “I wish it would snow!” “Why doesn’t it rain?” or 
“Why doesn’t it stop raining?” 

Our complaints may be more serious. “Why doesn’t God 
do something about conditions in the world today?” “Why 
does God permit so much evil and suffering?” Good ques- 
tions, but they breathe the spirit of impatience and mur- 
muring. We are like so many Nasr-ed-Din Hodjas, that 
Oriental sage of long ago who thought he could arrange 
the world better than God had arranged it. One day sitting 
down to rest beneath a walnut tree, he gazed lazily about. 
He noticed big yellow pumpkins growing in the field on a 
vine which did not have enough strength to do anything 
but lie on the ground. He looked above him at the little 
round walnuts growing on a tree whose branches were 
strong enough to hold the weight of a grown man. “Big 
heavy pumpkins on a limp vine,” thought Hodja. “Tiny 
nuts on a strong tree. If J had been making the world, J 
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would have made the pumpkins grow in the trees and the 
nuts grow on the vines.” And Nasr-ed-Din Hodja wondered 
how he could give thanks to a God who had made a world’ 
so full of mistakes. But just then a breeze stirred, shook a 
nut loose, and from high in the tree, it fell on the top of 
the Hodja’s bald head. He rubbed the quickly rising bump 
on his head and then said, “Suppose that had been a pump- 
kin instead of a nut that fell on my head. Never, never, 
never again will I complain at the way God has done 
things. Always, always, always I will thank Him.” 

We should not need to be hit on the head to recognize 
that we should bless the Lord “at all times,” and that His 
praise should “continually” be in our mouths. 

It was not because the Pilgrim Fathers had no reason to 
complain that they instituted a Thanksgiving Day. They 
had come across stormy seas. They had landed on a barren 
coast. Many had starved, frozen, died. But those who re- 
mained offered thanks to God for the place wherein they 
found themselves, for the blessings they had received, and 
for the religious freedom their new home gave them. 

Put your complaints in one lump—every adversity, every 
difficulty, every pain, every sorrow, every loss. But then put 
your blessings in another. Then see if your own conscience 
does not bid you to stop complaining and to start praising. 
“O that men would praise the Lord for his goodness, and 
for his wonderful works to the children of men!” 


The will of God is always safe, always right, always best 19 











For with the heart man believeth unto righteousness, and with 


the mouth confession is made unto salvation 


DOES MAN 


(Rom. 10:10). 


HAVE A PART IN SALVATION ? 


he early part of the Romans epistle lays great stress on 

God’s part of our redemption—we are justified by the 

work of the Lord Jesus Christ. The purpose of this 
work was not merely to give certain people a pleasant ex- 
emption from eternal punishment, but to show that God 
is love, and that He really loves us and wants us to have the 
best. And the best for man can come only through his being 
yielded back to God to walk in His way. 

An individual must come to the place of total commit- 
ment of himself to Jesus Christ as His Lord and Savior, for 
without this there is no reality of salvation. The emphasis 
in our text is on man’s part in salvation, and we must con- 
sider man’s responsibility. 

Human Responsibility 

The Word of God teaches that the measure of human 
responsibility varies in different cases. Our Lord Himself 
gave us a standard of measurement in His parable about 
the two stewards. One was faithful and the other unfaith- 
ful. The Lord concluded, “And that servant who knew 
his master’s will, but did not make ready or act according 
to his will, shall receive a severe beating. But he who did 
not know, and did what deserved a beating, shall receive a 
light beating. Every one to whom much is given, of him will 
much be required; and of him to whom men commit much, 
they will demand the more” (Luke 12:47, 48). 

We know that God did not require as much from those 
who lived in Old Testament times, and in whom the Holy 
Spirit did not permanently abide, as He does in those of us 
who have been born in this age, and whose bodies are the 
temple of the Holy Spirit. Under this same principle we 
can judge that God will not require of those who lived in 
the Dark Ages and who did not have the Word of God as 
much as He will require of those who live in our day when 
there is a copy of the Bible in almost every house and when 
the good news of salvation is to be heard on the radio and 
is at the finger-tips of anyone with a receiver. God will not 
demand of those who live in the pagan world that which 
He will demand of those who live within the bounds of 
Christendom. All such who are condemned will be so not 
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on the ground that they have not trusted in the Lord Jesus 
Christ, of whom they have never heard, but on the ground 
that they have not lived up to the light which they have 
so clearly before them—that which may be known of God 
in nature and in conscience. 

The righteousness unto which man believes with the 
heart is not merely the righteousness of justification, but 
the righteousness of continuing sanctification and ultimate 
conformity with the Lord Jesus Christ at the final trans- 
formation of our being which shall take place at His return. 
The salvation unto which man confesses with the mouth is 
not merely salvation from the penalty of sin, but the salva- 
tion which shall be revealed in the last time (I Pet. 1:5). 


Total Commitment 

We have seen in our last study that the belief which is 
of the heart is a complete confidence, trust, and dependence 
upon the risen Lord Jesus Christ. It is the total outgoing of 
our soul to Him that He may come and dwell within us 
and be our very life. It is ten thousand times ten thousand 
times more than a mere expression of dogmatic principles 
although it will include many of these. 

This going out of the soul to Christ; this utter turning 
away from self; this handing over of our life to be replaced 
by His life; this is believing unto righteousness. 

The confession that the mouth makes unto salvation is 
not a little speech of acknowledgment of Christ as Saviour. 
It is not the reciting of a creed even though most orthodox. 
It is the recognition that Jesus is Lord of the life, and the 
moment by moment conformation of the life to the image 
of God’s Son. It is the fulfillment in the life of the prayer 
that our Lord taught His disciples, “Hallowed be Thy 
Name.” 

Millions and millions of people pray the Lord’s prayer, 
but how many realize the great meaning of the first thing 
that we are told to ask of the Heavenly Father? We address 
Him with that wonderful introduction, “Our Father, which 
art in Heaven.” But when we have thus called upon Him, 
what is the first thing that we are to ask? “Hallowed be Thy 
Name.” What do most people think that this means? Is it 
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not true that multitudes give it no more meaning than that 
God has forbidden profanity, and that everybody should 
think that He is rather wonderful? It is the same with the 
third commandment. We have pointed out that the third 
commandment, “Thou shalt not take the name of the Lord, 
thy God, in vain,” is like the vows of a marriage ceremony. 
The bride takes the husband’s name, and she is under a 
tremendous obligation to keep the honor of that name 
and to guard well that she bring no shame upon it. 


Profession in Life 


Surely a little consideration of the third commandment 
would make us see that there must be something far beyond 
the question of oaths, swearing, and blasphemy. For the 
commandment ends with the terrible announcement, “For 
the Lord will not hold him guiltless that taketh his name 
in vain” (Ex. 20:7). The New Testament points to the 
fact that there is one commandment that has a promise 
connected with it. Perhaps it would be well to point out 
that this commandment is the one that definitely has a 
strict warning attached to it: for this sin the Lord will 
bring the individual into strict accountability. 

What can there be here of such tremendous import? I am 
convinced that the Lord is speaking to those who have pro- 
fessed His Name and who do not live in accordance with 
their profession. Such words cause me to tremble in my 
own soul, as I look back upon the past of my life. The 
older I grow and the more of life I see behind me; and 
the nearer I come to the end of my journey and my meeting 
with my Saviour; the more I meditate upon the fact that all 
of my life shall be brought under the scrutiny of the Lord 
Christ seated upon His throne. Whenever I look at myself, 
I am forced to turn away in horror and to look to the cross 
of the Son of God where His love for me has been mani- 
fested. Surely there can be no hope except in His grace. 

And increasingly, I have been troubled lest my preach- 
ing of grace should have led some to believe that they did 
not have to measure their daily lives by the profession that 
they made when they took the Name of the Lord. I shall 
continue as long as the Lord lends me breath to proclaim 
that God’s work is all of grace and that there could be no 
merit of any kind that could attach to any individual. But 
I wish to proclaim that those who have been the objects 
of that grace must live—and the preacher first of all—in 
righteousness. We must show in every word of our mouth 
and in every action of our lives that we are not our own, 
but that we are conscious that we have been redeemed by 
our Lord in order that we might live unto Him. 


The Lord our Righteousness 


One of the names by which He calls Himself in the Old 
Testament is THE Lorp our RIGHTEOUSNESS, and surely, 
then, we must bend every effort to maintain practical and 
personal righteousness. In the chapter of Jeremiah’s proph- 
ecy (ch. 23) in which this name of Jehovah is revealed, 
there is a terrible indictment of the priests who misled the 
people of that day. Could any man who is a true minister 
of the gospel fail to tremble before that indictment? “For 
from the prophets of Jerusalem has ungodliness gone forth 
into all the land. Thus saith the Lord of Hosts, Do not 
listen to the word of the prophets who prophesy to you: 
they make you vain: filling you with vain hopes they speak 
a vision of their own minds, and not from the mouth of the 
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Lord. They say continually to those who despise the word 
of the Lord, It shall be well with you; and to every one 
who stubbornly follows his own heart, they say, No evil 
shall come upon you” (Jer. 23:15-17). 

Let everyone who has ever read the words of this writer 
examine himself. If you have ever drawn from me the idea 
that you are responsible only to make an outward profes- 
sion of your faith, I bid you turn from that idea and re- 
pent. For the name of the Lord is THe Lorp our RiGHT- 
EOUSNESS, and those who follow Him must know the effects 
of His righteousness in every phase of the life. Let it be 
spelled out in the simplest terms imaginable that there 
must be a confession that is a recognition of Jesus as Lord. 

Ruskin on Confession 

One of the most extraordinary pages ever written on the 
subject of confession comes from the pen of John Ruskin. 
In his late life he consented to write several letters, each 
only a few lines long, that should serve as the basis of dis- 
cussion by a group of clergymen of the Church of England. 
The letters, eleven in number, were on the various clauses 
of the Lord’s prayer, and they smoked from the fire of his 
indignation at the hypocrisy which he found in his own dear 
land and its established church. There was a great outcry 
from the clergy who had been wounded, although there 
were many commendations from faithful men who knew 
the evils of which he spoke. Finally, when the criticisms 
were all in, he wrote an epilogue in which he answered 
those who had disapproved. 

He had told the ministers that they called their congre- 
gations each Sunday to a General Confession, in which all 
members acknowledged that they were miserable sinners, 
but that it would be impossible to get any one of the mem- 
bers to confess to any individual sin. The liturgy points out 
that God “livest and reignest.” “Right,” says Ruskin, “but 


(Continued on page 34) 








Time’s “Miscellany” brings the following: In Mexico, N. Y., encouraged 
by Teacher Lucy Salley to discuss local news, a second-grader stood 
up before the class, reported: “Last night my mother had a baby, 
and now | think my aunt’s coming down with it.” There are many 
theologians, both lay and ordained, who make the mistake of think- 
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SEPTEMBER 2, 1956 

The Royal Lew of Love 

Background Scripture: James 2 

Devotional Reading: I Corinthians 13 

Memory Selection: James 2: 1 

INTRODUCTION ‘This second chapter of the 
Epistle of James is, per- 
haps, more easily read in one of the re- 
vised versions. A glance at alternative 
translations will show different formations 
of the opening verse, but its sense remains 
unimpaired: that we cannot honestly and 
sincerely have the faith of the Lord Jesus 
Christ without its being shown in practical 
ways. He bears all the glory of God (vs. 
1) and yet, counting it not a thing to be 
grasped, He laid it all on one side (Phil. 
2: 5-8), and that outpouring of Himself 
was the manifestation of His glory (John 
13: 31, 32); if we profess faith in Him it 
is not only in His saving work on the 
cross (although, of course, it begins there) 
but in Him as our Example. The mind 
that was in Christ (i.e. His mental attitude 
to people and things) must be in us (Phil. 
2: 5 etc.), and our conduct must be judged, 
not by the standards accepted by the non- 
Christian world around us, but by con- 
formity to Him. So, the first verse of this 
very practical chapter gives us the standard 
by which our daily living must be judged, 
and that is “The Lord Jesus Christ of 
glory.” 
EXPOSITION 
Respect of Persons 


It has been suggested that James was 
quoting an example from experience in 
comparing the treatment afforded to two 
different worshippers, the affluent one 
being welcomed to sit in a comfortable 
seat, and the shabbily attired being asked 
to stand or sit on the floor (vss. 2, 3). 
Whether or not James saw this sort of 
thing, we certainly do! A distinction be- 
tween two worshippers made on account 
of class, social, educational, or color prej- 
udice is not unknown today and cuts at 
the root of an all-embracing fellowship 
in Christ. How can we show favoritism to 
privileged people and at the same time 
profess to follow the Lord who thought 
His equality with God not a thing to be 
grasped? To show proper and dignified 
respect to those bras in authority is right 
and spiritual and has the sanction of Scrip- 
ture, but to fawn on those more favored 
members of the community is a direct denial 
of real, living, transforming faith in the 
Lord of glory. More than that, by so doing 
we commit sin (vs. 9): the sin of loveless- 
ness to the poor, and of gratification of 
pride and greed in our attitude to the 
favored; this transgression of God’s law 
of love is not trivial and will not go un- 
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punished (vss. 11-13). We are too apt to 
think of law-breaking in terms of adultery 


» and stealing—they are, inasmuch as they 


are an offense against the love that cares 
for the souls of men and women—but so 
is discrimination which shuts the door of 
fellowship on those for whom Christ died 
and causes them to stumble. When we 
were clothed in the filthy rags of sin, 
alienated in our minds by wicked works and 
totally unable to lift ourselves out of the 
mire, the spotless Son of God loved us and 
gave Himself for us. We who can only 
come to Christ with the cry, “God be merci- 
ful to me a sinner,” cannot, so to speak, with 
one hand hold on to the Lord of glory 
as our Saviour, and with the other dis- 
criminate carefully as to whom we should 
welcome into the fellowship of saved sin- 
ners! The things we see are superficial, and 
to be pre-occupied with outward appear- 
ances is wholly wrong; underlying the ap- 
parel, raiment, clothing (the words so 
variously translated are the same in each 
case in the Greek), skin, or cultural veneer 
is exactly the same—a lost, helpless sinner 
needing salvation by the Lord of glory. 
Where, then, is there room for discrimina- 
tion? The application of this passage would 
make radical changes in some churches! 
Practical Christianity 

The second half of James 2 is a continua- 
tion of the same teaching outworking in 
a different way. This is not a treatise on 
how to be saved, but how to act in order 
to prove your salvation. Many folk have 
gone astray in looking here for salvation 
by faith and comparing it with, for ex- 
ample, the Roman epistle. Truths that 
differ must be studied in contrast rather 
than comparison for they are complemen- 
tary not contradictory. Scripture is not a 
plateau of solitary truths but a whole range 
of mountains, with contrast of peak and 
pool—of sweeps of grandeur surpassing 
comprehension, and green pastures and 
still waters. So, in James 2: 14-26 we are 
enjoined to a practical outworking of faith 
along the ordinary paths of life, while 
still fresh in our vision is the surpassing 
loveliness of the One in whom our faith- 
rests, “the Lord Jesus Christ, the Lord of 
glory.” Faith in Him will release the love 
of God in our hearts, and the natural and 
spontaneous outflow will be affectionately 
generous deeds (14-16). A professed faith 
in Christ that does not produce this evi- 
dence is dead (17). The life of a human 
being is infinitely more than breathing, 
talking, wriggling a finger, doodling—or 
doing any of the thousand and one things 
a normal person does, and if we tried 
to describe human existence in these terms 
they would be totally inadequate! On the 
other hand if you have a body that never 
does any of these things you say it is 
dead—proved to be so by the absence of 
works (vs. 26). Similarly, we are not saved 
by doing good and loving deeds, but the 
complete absence of them is proof that 
there is no spiritual life. We are saved by 


faith in Christ, and we. prove our salvation 
by the outworking of His life and love. 
A so-called faith that merely accepts cer- 
tain facts is not saving faith for that belief 
is shared by the devils themselves (vs. 
19). As is evidenced by the whole of the 
llth chapter of Hebrews (of which two 
examples, Abraham and Rahab, are quoted 
in this passage in verses 21-25), saving 
faith always produces its own evidence. 
In the Christian, that evidence will cer- 
tainly show itself in the Christ-like way 
we treat others; if it does not, then what- 
ever we may have, it certainly isn’t newness 
of life from the Lord of glory. 

SUMMARY Perhaps the very best 
summary of this lesson 
would be for the class to offer suggestions 
as to ways in which its teaching should be 
implemented in the church and district 
and in the individual lives of the members. 
“If ye know these things, happy are ye if 
ye do them.” 
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The Source of Human Conficts 


Background Scripture: James 3-4 
Devotional Reading Psalm 34: 13-22 
Memory Selection: Hebrews 12: 14 
INTRODUCTION In the Jewish synagogues 
anyone might come for- 
ward to teach if he felt so disposed, and 
this custom was carried into the early 
church (I Cor: 14: 26-31). But it led to 
disorder, and the Apostle Paul enjoined 
upon Christians the necessity for discipline 
in worship (I Cor: 14: 33-40). James takes 
up a similar thought and urges that not 
all Christians seek to be teachers (so read 
‘masters’ in vs. 1) of the Word seeing 
that this is a solemn responsibility to be 
judged accordingly (vs. 1). 

Control of the tongue is a mark of the 
mature Christian for it indicates self- 
discipline, and, though the tongue is so 
small a part of the ‘body, it is like the 
bridle to the horse or the rudder to the 
ship in that it determines the course to 
be taken (vss. 2-5). Watch your words! 
Gossip spreads like a prairie fire and can 
be just as ruinous; a suggestive remark 
can inflame dormant passions and lead 
a life into impurity; a word hotly spoken 
can lead to endless quarrels and ultimately 
even murder. The Christian will seek to 
understand and, as far as is possible, 
eradicate the ‘causes of human conflicts. 
To this end we need to receive the wisdom 
that is from above that is pure, peaceable, 
gentle, and easy to be intreated, full of 
mercy and fruits, without partiality 
(variance A.S.V.), without hypocrisy (3: 
17). The outflow from such a life is peace 
(vs. 18). 


EXPOSITION 
The Warring Members 


Things were not right among these Chris- 
tians. The one thing that should mark them 
out from the world, their mutual love (John 
13: 35; 17: 11, 21, etc.), had evaporated and 
given place to animosities that were a dis- 
grace to the church. Unhappily, such 
things are not uncommon today, and too 
often the fellowship and witness of our 
churches are ruined by divisions while the 
man-made separation of the church of 
Christ into water-tight compartments of 
denominationalism, makes real unity of 
fellowship impossible. What is the cause 
of these things? Our giving way to self- 
pleasing (the word lust in vss. 1, 3 may be 
translated pleasures) no matter what the 
cost to our fellow-Christians (vs. 2). Even 
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prayer then becomes valueless, being dom- 
inated by self-seeking, and the spiritual life 
is barren. To ask, even for spiritual gifts, 
for the purpose of self-gratification is sin, 
and the very prayer has become unanswer- 
able (4:3). If we seek to feed the selfish 
nature within (whether by worldly in- 
dulgence or selfish pride, which is worse), 
we are breaking our marriage-vows to God 
(vs. 4). The issue is crystal clear: either 
we want to have done with our sinful 
natures and love God with all our hearts, 
or we desire to pander to the flesh which 
crucified Christ. To seek both is spiritual 
adultery and constitutes enmity with God 
with an ensying and ig gee in- 
fluence among our fellows. The problems 
that cause human conflicts will not be 
resolved while selfishness rules in our 
hearts, and to pray, “Thy Kingdom come, 
Thy will be done on earth as it is in 
heaven,” while at the same time insisting 
on (or quietly supporting) racial or class 
discrimination, is hy isy. The root of 
all human conflicts in home, church, com- 
munity, races, or nations is selfcenteredness; 
the Christian answer is to love God with 
all our hearts (thus giving our lives a 
new center of gravity) and our neighbors 
as ourselves! 


The Practical Answer 


We all know the Christian answer, but 

can we put it into practice? God has 
planted His Spirit in each believer, and 
He yearns in us with a holy jealousy that 
we should wholly belong to God (4: 5; 
see A.S.V. margin or A.S.V.), so that when 
our love is given to the world He rebukes 
us. Our response to the rebuke of the 
Spirit determines the issue. If we are proud 
and arrogant, refusing to heed His inner 
pleadings, He resists us; if we humbly 
confess our sin and need, He pours in 
more grace to meet our need (vs. 6). In 
sharp, crisp sentences the formula is given. 
Submit to God—resist the devil—draw nigh 
to God—be cleansed from sin—be willing 
for conviction and humiliation before God, 
and He will lift you up (vss. 7-10). Real 
joy always lies beyond the voluntarily- 
accepted cross, and nowhere is that more 
clearly true than in the realm of peace- 
making. In this world of human conflicts 
on every plane peace can only be spread 
by those who know at least some measure 
of victory over themselves. 
SUMMARY Our Lord Jesus Christ 
said, “Blessed are the 
peacemakers for they shall be called the 
children of God” (Matt 5: 9), and certainly 
we see the need for the peacemaker on 
every hand, perhaps even within the circle 
of our own family, church, business, or 
community. But real peace cannot be made 
by those who do not possess it, and neither 
is it available apart from Jesus the Prince 
of Peace. Peace is the fruit of righteousness 
(Isa. 32: 17: James 3: 18); its enjoyment 
is the consequence of being continually 
in receipt of the grace of God; its out- 
working is seen in our being peacemakers. 
Today's lesson has not been really learned 
unless we go from it having been humbled 
to receive God’s pardoning grace and 
determined to begin immediately to be 
peacemakers in the environment in which 
God has placed us. 


SEPTEMBER 16, 1956 


Christ among the Churches 


Background Scripture: Revelation 1-3 
Devotional Reading: Revelation 3: 7-13 
Memory Selection: Revelation 3: 20 
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INTRODUCTION. John prefaces his ac- 
count of the great revela- 
tion of the Risen Lord vouchsafed to him, 
by a brief autobiographical sketch lest we 
should feel that an experience of the living 
Christ is for those in cloistered surround- 
ings (Rev. 1-9). “I John who also am 
your brother” (sharing the common sinful 
humanity, this man once described as a 
son of thunder!); “and companion in trib- 
ulation, and in the Kingdom and patience 
of Jesus Christ” (enduring the same trib- 
ulations as the other Christians); “. . . was 
in the isle that is called Patmos” (a rocky 
barren prison island in the Mediterranean 
—his uncongenial environment) enduring 
exile and imprisonment with convicts .. . 
“for the word of God, and the testimony 
of Jesus Christ” (that was the frustration; 
his only crime was preaching the gospel, 
his only desire to serve Christ, and yet 
here he was utterly frustrated). The sketch 
doesn’t finish there with John. He has told 
of his common humanity, his tribulation, 
his environment, his frustration, but that 
is not all; neither is it the most important, 
for he tells of something beside which all 
else is insignificant, “I was in the Spirit.” 
That is the operative phrase for, being 
in the Spirit he heard the Voice (vs. 10) 
we so often miss, and, hearing that Voice 
he turned to see the Lord (vs. 12). Here 
we lose sight of John for he lost sight of 
himself, and for the next twenty-two 
chapters his eyes are on the glorified Lord 
Jesus Christ. John was in two places at 
once: in Patmos with all its limitations and 
irritations, and in the Spirit with its exalted 
view of Christ. Happy indeed is the Chris- 
tian that lives in two places at once—among 
his limitations and in the Spirit with a 
vision of the Lord. 


EXPOSITION 

The Place of the Vision 
John saw the Risen Lord, and the 
description in 1: 13-16 is, remarkably 


enough, the only word-portrait of Christ 
in the Bible. It is, perhaps, better under- 
stood as a vision of dazzling glory and 
beauty to bow John, and us, at His feet 
in worship (vs. 17) rather than a detailed 
description for dissection. 
Four things stood out in John’s mind: 
1. The vision was like unto the Son of 
Man, yet 
2. He was of surpassing glory and beauty. 
3. He was in the midst of the seven 
golden candlesticks, which verse 20 
makes clear as_ representing the 
churches. 
4. John was to write this vision to the 
churches (vss. 11, 19). 

In Patmos John could be excused for feel- 
ing some depression about the Church as 
he heard the reports from each of them 
which are recorded in chapters two 
and three. Christ appearing in the midst 
of the churches showed John what he 
needed—and we still need—to remember 
that the glory of the Church of Christ is 
not in the perfection of its members, the 
beauty of its architecture, the efficiency of 
its organizations, or even its numerical 
strength—the Church has one glory, The 
Risen Christ, and He always in the midst 
of an a church. The real glory 
and usefulness of a candlestick (a lamp- 
stand R.V.) is the light it gives, and Jesus 
in, and shining through, the Church is 
the Light of the World. 

The Vision and the Voice 

“Fear not,” said the Lord to the stricken 
John (vs. 17). How can we as members 
of a very imperfect church in an antagonis- 
tic and uncertain world be free from ap- 

rehension? By focusing our minds and 

opes on the Christ. Time is the factor 
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Gospel Light Lessons can re- 
vitalize your Sunday School 
1. Gospel Light Lessons teach the 
whole Bible, adapted to the language 
and experience of the individual pupil. 
2. When the course of study is con- 
cluded, the pupil has received a com- 
plete Bible course. 

3. The.lessons are “child concerned” 
making the teaching very personal. 

4. As in public school, lessons are 
graded for each year, which provides a 
gradual teaching program geared to 
the ever-changing needs of the pupil. 
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that eludes man’s control, and, therefore, 
we fret and are anxious, but He says, “I 
am the First and the Last, and the Living 
One; and I was dead, and behold I am 
alive for evermore, and I have the rut of 
death and of Hades” (vss. 17b, 18, A.S.V.). 
Before the world was He was; after this 
present world shall cease to be, He will be, 
eternally the same, yesterday, today, and 
forever. He not only moves through time 
and eternity with the freedom of His full 
— but He has invaded and conquered 
death, moving in and out of that dark 
experience at His own will (John 10: 18); 
at His girdle, therefore, He carries the 
keys of death and Hades. Time, death, and 
Hades have yielded to His supreme Author- 
ity, and He, being alive for evermore 
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(vs. 18) and resident in each individual 
Christian and, therefore, the Church, is 
our equipment to face the world within 
and without with the assurance of victory. 
Notice the sequence of the Great Commis- 
sion: “Jesus came and spake unto them, 
saying All authority hath been given unto 
me in heaven and in earth, Go ye therefore, 
and make disciples of all nations . . . and 
lo I am with you always. ...” (Matt. 28: 
18-20, A.S.V.) Firstly, there is His limitless 
authority; secondly, we have the Great 
Commission; and thirdly, we have the 
promise of His unfailing Presence. To try 
to carry out the Great Commission without 
the authority and presence of Christ is 
to invite defeat. 


The Lord on the Threshold 

The picture in Rev. 3: 20 of the Lord’s 
knocking at the door is familiar to us all; 
the pity is that its significance is largely 
lost because it has been applied only to 
the unconverted, whereas it was addressed 
to the church! Laodicea was a wealthy, 
prosperous city. and the church there had 
caught something of its complacent, self- 
satisfaction—alas, not an unusual thing in 
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the Western world today. Income was ex- 
cellent, burdens were light, persecution un- 
known, and although it was true that the 
old fervency had long since died and given 
place to an insipidity that affected every- 
thing, they felt no great spiritual urge— 
they had need of nothing! (3: 17). Oh the 
folly of bringing our false measuring 
standards to spiritual things! Actually, as 
God saw them they were distastefully 
lukewarm, wretched, and miserable and 
poor and blind and naked! Here was a 
church thinking it had everything; whereas, 
vitally speaking, it had nothing! For, as 
we have seen, the glory of the church is 
the presence of Christ, AND HE WAS ON 
THE DOORSTEP (Rev. 3: 20)! Is that true 
of us? 


SUMMARY There are three pictures 
in Rev. 3:20 that bring 
home its lessons to us. 

1. Christ on the threshold knocking, a 
Stranger. 

2. The door opened, and Christ as Guest, 
supping with the host (Oh! infinite 
grace of Christ!). 

3. Christ as Host, dispensing His bounty. 
Which of these three word pictures—Christ 
as Stranger, Guest, or Host—most accurately 
delineates the relationship of Christ to us? 


SEPTEMBER 23, 1956 


The Kingdom Triumphant 


Background Scripture: Revelation 7: 9-17; 
11: 15-19a 
Devotional Reading: Psalm 91: 1-9 
Memory Selection: Revelation 11: 15 


INTRODUCTION This beautiful passage 

(Rev. 7: 9-17) opens with 
the words, “after this,” and the chapter 
begins with the similar phrase “and after 
these things”; they serve to remind us that 
these triumphant sections of the book of 
Revelation come to us and the world only 
after and through a sequence of events. 
We are ill-fitted to live as Christians in 
this world if we merely select such chosen 
passages and neglect their somber back- 
ground, and we must recollect that the 
vivid pictures of chapter six with its vision 
of Christ going forth conquering and to 
conquer (6: 2) in a world torn by war 
(6: 4), inequality and poverty (6: 5, 6), 
and death and martyrdoms (6: 8, 9), paint 
for us this present age which must precede 
the blessedness of Final Triumph. This, 
of course, is in perfect accord with Christ’s 
teaching (Matt: 24; John 16: 33, etc.), but 
in God’s infinite grace the winds of adver- 
sity and opposition are restrained (7:1), 
His children are sealed as His own pos- 
session (7: 3), and kept by His almighty 
power; consequently, the Final Triumph 
is certain because it rests on the faithful- 
ness of God, and our Scripture therefore 
emerges from the somber picture of chapter 
six with the blessed sunshine of “after 
this I beheld”; the world will not always 
go on as it is; evil will not be allowed 
to triumph; Christ is winning victories now 
in individual human hearts and these are 
sealed as His own; but after this phase 
there will be the manifestation of the 
children of God. That is the sunny picture 
to which we now turn. The heavenly, 
victorious multitude are described for us 
under four headings. 


EXPOSITION 
The People 


“A great multitude that no man could 
number.” This first description effectively 
—- of those who would confine the 

leemed to a select few; Christ’s redemp- 
tion is so tremendous in its majestic sweep 
that the redeemed are beyond human 
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computation or understanding (vss. 13, 
l4a)—a very blessed thought! The second 
description of this multitude gives its diver- 
sity: “of all nations, and kindreds, and 


peoples, and tongues,” (no racial dis- 
crimination or color bar here, and no 
people unreached or _ unreachable—the 


Great Commission is fulfilled). In Christ 
there is no East or West, and while other 
religions divide the world racially, the 
Christian Church embraces all. Bishop How 
has admirably caught the picture in his 
words: 
From earth’s wide bounds, from ocean’s 
farthest coast, 
Through gates of pearl streams in the 
countless host. 
Singing to Father, Son, and Holy Ghost, 
HALLELUJAH! 


Their Appearance 


They stood before the Lamb (for they 
were redeemed by His blood) clothed with 
white robes and palms in their hands (vs. 
9). The pieture. here is of the Feast of 
Tabernacles—originally the Jewish Harvest 
celebration and invested with greater mean- 
ing and joy by God’s care over His people 
in the wilderness and subsequent mercies 
(Ex. 23: 16; Lev. 23: 43; Neh: 8: 14-17; 
John 7: 2; etc.). It symbolized the joy 
consequent on the experience of God’s 
unfailing mercies amidst difficult and 
changing circumstances and the certain 
coming to harvest and fruition of His pur- 
poses. The rabbis used to say that he who 
had not seen the joy of the Feast of Taber- 
nacles did not know what joy meant. If 
that was true of the unfailing harvests and 
providences to the Jews, what will it be 
when, through a myriad of great and small 
providences extending over centuries, every 
field of the world shall yield its full harvest 
from the Seed that fell into the ground 
and died at Calvary to blossom into the 
Church of Christ? 


Their Song 


Picture that host, sinners all, and yet 
standing before the Lamb Himself that 
bore away their sin. Could they refrain 
from praise and singing? After the opposing 
and suffering world of chapter six with 
its incessant imperfections without and 
within, and increasing sense of our un- 
worthiness, to be before that Throne and 
the Lamb, not with terror but fullness of 
joy, will bring spontaneity of praise and 
rejoicing as will cause the heavenly host 
to prostrate themselves and join the wor- 
ship (vss. 10-12). 


Their Blessedness— 


This passage does not answer the hoary 
question, “Does the Church go through 
the Great Tribulation,” but it does suggest 
that it goes through great tribulation, and 
that is true to experience! It may be the 
trial of overt persecution or the insidious 
subtlety of living in an age and among 
a people obsessed with materialism and 
sex, 
despite these things! It can take the form 
of prolonged suffering in ourselves or our 
loved ones, or the less obvious but none 
the less equally dangerous temptation of 
having an abundance of health and wealth 
that makes us self-sufficient. Whatever form 
it takes (and tribulation is chameleon-like 
in its proneness to change), every blood- 
bought member of the Church of Christ 
standing before the Throne and before the 
Lamb will be brought there by the grace 
of Christ out of great tribulation, and 
their high privileges of fellowship, worship, 
and service (vss. 14, 15) will be the con- 
sequence of His Sovereign mercy and grace! 
Such bliss will be theirs as cannot co-exist 
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with sorrow or want (vss. 15, 17)! The very 


center and soul of that bliss—mark this 
well and with bated breath—is that “He 
that sitteth on the Throne shall dwell 
among them; . the Lamb shall feed 


and lead them unto living fountains of 
waters... .” That is heaven, for the Lamb 
is all the glory of Emmanuel’s land! 
SUMMARY The second of our back- 

ground Scriptures (Rev. 
15: 19a) gives us the picture when it is 
come to pass that the kingdoms of this 
world are become the Kingdoms of our 
Lord, and of His Christ and His eternal 
reign is commenced (vs. 15). It is a time 
of anger among the nations for they still 
find the government of God _ intolerable 
(vs. 18a). It is also a time of judgment of 
dead and living: wrath for the ungodly 
and destroyers, and rewards for the servants, 
prophets, saints, and all who fear His 
Name, small and great. This is a moral 
universe and in the ultimate all sin must 
be punished and virtue rewarded. But what 
finally contributes badness or goodness? 
All must be seen in the Light of His 
holiness and His covenant’ of promise, so 
His temple is opened in heaven, the veil 
is taken away (the Ark is seen), and judg- 
ment is according to our response to His 
covenant. He offers us the new covenant 
through His blood, even the forgiveness 
of sins and newness of life; have we re- 
ceived and endorsed it? That day when 
His Holiness is revealed will either be our 
saddest or gladdest moment, according to 
whether or not we are His. WHICH WILL 
IT BE, SADDEST OR GLADDEST? 





World Gospel Crusades 


Mrs. Chas. E. Cowman, President 
Will you help us spread the 
i} wa ns as. John 
and. Bible Lessons by mail? 
\ World Gospel Crusades is 
entirely a service organization to existing evangel- 
ical churches, missions and agencies working for 
the evangelization of “all men everywhere.” 
Great work going on 
4,000 reached in Brazil, 138,000 “Light of Life 
Lessons” enrollees in India. 400,000 gospels of 
John furnished revival in Portugal. Your prayers 
and interest earnestly entreated. 
Get FREE bulletin—Write: 
P.0. Box 9812-, Los Feliz Sta., Los Angeles 27, Colif. 








Let this sample 


Prove 


that you can 
faalel aemmaalola: 


with the 





“Sunshine Line” 
themselves. They are America’s fa- 
orite religious cards. The great re- 
ligious awakening is creating a new 
demand for Christ-honoring Christmas 
greetings. Send coupon today for sam- 
ple kit on the “Sunshine Line” and 
other leading boxes. 








TRIUMPHANT ART PUBLISHERS, Dept. M3 : 
| Anderson, Ind. or San Jose, Calif. H 
1 
: Name ' 
| Address 
\ Cty ______._ Jone. Sinto___ 5 
1! 0 Please send literature ONLY H 
Riis din cieccbabesibibabasisinbasivatintste abeineds 





SPEAKING ENGAGEMENTS 

















ROBERT R. FRITSCH 

Sept. 1-3, Mennonite Bible Conference, Finland, 
Pa.; Sept. 15, New York Gospel Mission to 
Jews, New York, N. Y.; Sept. 16-20, Bible 
Conference, Grace E. C. Church, Lancaster, Pa.; 
Sept. 23-27, Bible Conference, First Methodist 
Church, Collingswood, N. J.; Sept 30, Spring- 
field Mennonite Church, Pleasant Valley, Pa. 


WILLIAM A. MIEROP 

Sept. 4-5, Philadelphia Bible Institute Work- 
shop, Sandy Cove Bible Conference, Northeast, 
Md.; Sept. 23, Francis Childs Methodist Church, 
West Collingswood, N. J.; Sept. 30, Faith 
Community Chapel, Roslyn, Pa. 





YOU can raise 


* MONEY, with 


RUBBER SCRUBBER 
the SCOURING PAD of 1000 uses! 
If you hate scouring, you'll love the new 
Rubber Scrubber. Ideal for benevolent and 
fraternal sales! Repeat sales GUARANTEED! 








Write us for full particulars and your 
FREE SAMPLE 


RUBBER SCRUBBER Corp. (Dept. RU10) 
WATERTOWN, NEW YORK 


SUNDAY. SCHOOL TEAGHERS 

















ONE... Start with the finest, purest in- 
gredients available: Christ-centered, soul-win- 

{WO «++ Mix corefully oll week with 
equal parts of prayer and study. 

@@ «+ Season to the taste of your 
pupils with illustrations appropriate to their 
age and interests. ASSU materials give you 

helps here. 

OUL 1+ Serve on time Sunday 
morning. Be there early to welcome your 
pupils to the best lesson they've ever lis- 


ne 


to. 

"live... Follow up with attractive ASSU 
Sunday school papers —to keep your class 
interested all week. 

YES, ASSU LESSON HELPS TAKE THE 
GUESSWORK OUT OF TEACHING. 

Send for our free sample Sunday school 
kit. Write Dept. £6 


SUNDAY-SCHOOL UNION 
1816 Chestnut St., Philadelphia 3, Pa. 





25 








































a 


BR Re 


NEW BOOKS 








INVITATION REFUSED: GOAL WON 


Through Ebony Eyes. Trevor Shaw. 
Lutterworth. Available through ETer- 
nity Book Service. 75¢. 


Reviewed by Paul A. Hopkins 


“Perhaps tomorrow.” The monotonous 

answer was given with the bookseller 
scarcely looking up from his desk. It 
was given to robed Moslems and clerks 
in shorts, as one by one they came and 
queried, “Have you any second-hand or 
cheap books to sell? Have you any papers 
we can read?” “Perhaps tomorrow!” 
These words may well have been the 
match which lighted the fuse which 
brought into being what may well be 
the greatest development in modern 
missions—the popular illustrated maga- 
zine presenting the claims of Christ to 
men and women who otherwise may 
never be reached with the claims of the 
gospel. 
In this small book which deserves 
wide reading, Trevor and Grace Shaw, 
a husband and wife team of trained 
journalists, tell the story of how God 
led them into the beginning of the 
African Challenge in spite of tremend- 
ous obstacles and lack of vital interest 
on the part of their mission leaders. Not 
unlike other pioneers who have no 
clear-cut chart to follow, Trevor Shaw 
saw the need and had the vision, but 
obstacles (and those who keep saying, 
“It’s impossible”) were ever present with 
him: “Africans can’t write; there’s no 
way to distribute such a paper; the 
people aren’t interested in what's hap- 
pening in the world;” etc. But all the 
while other ideologies were hard at 
work doing what the Church said could 
not be done. It was a Nigerian school 
teacher who told Shaw: “We people of 
Nigeria have not yet fully embraced the 
Communist doctrines. We are not sure 
just where they stand in regard to the 
Christian message, but if this Communist 
literature keeps flooding into the coun- 
try we will have no other alternative 
but to accept it—our minds will have 
been made up for us.” 

Quietly and unobtrusively Shaw clear- 
ly shows his belief in the indigenous- 
church principle by practicing it. Early 
in their experience on the field one of 
the mission leaders gave some advice to 
the Shaws which greatly influenced their 
work: “You have come out here to serve 
Africa. You will make a successful im- 
pact on the people only at a great per- 
sonal cost. You cannot share yourselves. 
You cannot give yourselves to missionary 
and to African. Take my advice. Your 
first invitation to a missionary social 
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evening, refuse; your second, refuse; 
your third, refuse. My wife and I never 
attend these social functions which are 
a part of the life of such a large mission- 
ary compound. Cancel out every un- 
necessary contact with Europeans. De- 
vote yourself to the African and Him- 
self.” 

It was because Trevor Shaw followed 
this advice that he learned to see 
through ebony eyes. Some of the things 
he saw early in his experience of giving 
himself to the African unquestionably 
startled him. He speaks of hearing bitter 
prejudice come from African lips against 
the modern missionary movement be- 
cause of the tragic divisions that exist 
among Christians and the failure of so 
many missions to work in unity with 
one another. Later on he writes: “Adult 
Africans do not think as children. Just 
as children’s stories and newspapers are 
childish to adults in the homelands, so 


are they to adults in Africa. Adult Afri- 
cans think profoundly and with matur- 
ity, but in a limited vocabulary.” And 
again: “We had not come to Africa 
just to express the Christian viewpoint, 
just to hurl religious phraseology through 
printed words at a man in the street. 
We had not come to build an organiza- 
tion, or to uphold the fast dying myth 
of white supremacy, but to help human 
hearts in need. A publication written 
only as a means of securing additional 
church members would have failed, as 
would likewise a publication presenting 
the official viewpoint of one group or 
section of the Church. A publication, 
however, which made no capital from 
denomination or sectarian differences, 
which had no motive for its existence 
other than seeking to lead men and 
women to a knowledge of God’s Truth, 
could not fail to have a wide field of 
opportunity. Established on the basis 
of human need, reaching above all 
boundaries of class, color, and creed.” 

This is a thrilling book. To read of 
how the African Challenge reached into 
Moslem homes, reclaimed lives from ag- 
nosticism, faced the challenge of mili- 
tant Islam, the issue of polygamy, and 
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THE SCROLLS AND CHRISTIANITY 


The Dead Sea Scrolls and the Origin- 
ality of Christ. Geoffrey Graystone. 
Sheed and Ward. 117 pp. $2.50. 


Reviewed by Edward J. Young 


The appearance during the year 1955 
of Mr. Edmund Wilson’s little book 
on the Dead Sea Scrolls raised public 
interest in these scrolls to a high level. 
Books on the subject have been appear- 
ing with some frequency. The present 
work is by a Roman Catholic, and it 
is to be expected that the fact will 
to a certain extent color the work. 
There is also one unfortunate refer- 
ence to “Deutero-Isaiah” (p. 38), which 
shows that the author has not com- 
pletely rejected modern biblical “criti- 
cism.” 

With these exceptions, however, the 
work must be pronounced to be of 
unusual value. It is a small book, but 
it deals masterfully with its theme. The 
author has dealt with most of the great 
problems which arise in connection 
with a study of the scrolls, and he has 
handled his material in an exception- 
ally capable way. After a brief account 
of the discovery of these now famous 
manuscripts, he gives a useful survey 
of the various documents and discusses 


them in their relation to Christianity. 
A few footnotes in the back of the 
volume make it clear that the author 
has read widely in his subject and is 
perfectly capable of handling it. 

It cannot but delight the heart of 
the Bible believer that the author ex- 
hibits a true love for the Lord Jesus 
Christ and has a sincere desire to 
honor His Name and to vindicate His 
uniqueness. The last chapter consists 
of a strong refutation of some of the 
tenets which were advanced in Wilson’s 
book, and it is time that some one 
should present a popular reply such 
as found here. The concluding sen- 
tence (p. 97) shows the standpoint from 
which the book it written, “The peru- 
sal of the scrolls side by side with the 
gospels and New Testament does but 
bring into greater relief the unique- 
ness of Christ and the transcendence of 
the religion which he founded.” 


Dr. Young is Professor of Old Testament at 
Westminster Theological Seminary, Phila., Pa. 
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through a regular feature warned of 
the end of all who give themselves to 
materialistic, atheistic Communism is: to 
realize that God has opened up a new 
door of witness to missions today. One 
wonders why more of our mission socie- 
ties have not entered this fruitful field. 

No review of this book would be com- 
plete without mention of the amazing 
story of William Wade Harris. On 
arriving in Abidjan, Ivory Coast, Shaw 
learned to his amazement that in vil- 
lage after village the churches were 
packed. It was forty years before that 
Harris, like John the Baptist of old, 
had gone from village to village call- 
ing upon men to repent and turn to 
the living God. This chapter alone is 
worth the small price of the book. 

The writer does not take us into 
his confidence as to why, after a year 
and a half of outstanding success, he 
left the Sudan Interior Mission and the 
African Challenge. He does say quite 
simply that God called him to work 
in the French area where he established 
a similar paper for French speaking 
Africa, entitled Envol. There is one 
obvious lesson which can be drawn 
from this broken relationship. The 
skeptics who might say that Shaw’s 
bringing together a team of Africans 
capable of producing a paper of the 
quality of African Challenge was a once 
in a lifetime sort of thing, must hold 
their peace in the light of the develop- 
ment of the second paper, Envol. 
Trevor Shaw, a man who first gave 
himself to the Lord, found it natural 
to give himself to the people whom 
God called him to serve. Because 
he had the spirit of a servant, God 
blessed him with the ability to do what 
others had not done. Because he sought 
not for comfort and position, God gave 
him something far more important— 
the ability to see through ebony eyes. 
the appeal of such a publication would 
be nation-wide. This was the goal be- 
fore us.” 


The Reformed Pulpit. Vol. I; Compiled 
and published by the Society for Re- 
formed Publications. 145 pp. $2.00. 


Reviewed by the Editor-in-Chief 


Fourteen sermons by living ministers 
of the Reformed Church. This denom- 
ination, largely composed of the des- 
cendants of Hollanders who brought 
their Calvinistic faith to this land, has 
a magnificent creedal statement and a 
fairly good history of living up to it. 
The introduction quotes from the 
Cambridge University Modern History, 
“The Reformed minister was essen- 
tially a preacher, intellectual, exegeti- 
cal, argumentative, seriously concerned 
with the subjects that most appealed 
to the serious minded. Modern oratory 
may be held to begin with him, and 
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indeed to be his creation. He helped 
to make the vernacular tongues of 
Western Europe literary. He accus- 
tomed the people to hear the gravest 
and most sacred themes discussed in 
the language which they knew, and the 
themes ennobled the language; the 
language was never allowed to degrade 
the themes.” The present selection of 
sermons will show how the men of that 
tradition in our day are living up to 
the great example set before them. It 
is an amazing thing, and a fact that 
can be explained only by the providence 
of God, that little towns in Michigan 
should have preachers that can put 
forth sermons like those in this volume. 
I believe that no preacher in New York 
City in any of the dozen most famous 
pulpits has produced even one sermon 
in the last twenty-five years that can 
equal these that have come out of 
Muskegon, Holland, Grand Rapids and 
Zeeland in Michigan, and a half dozen 
other small towns in the United States. 
Only two come from great cities, and 
they are from relatively minor churches 
in these cities. Men of other denomina- 
tions will do well to invest in this 
volume and in the others of the series. 
At a cost of about twenty-five cents a 
sermon they can get ideas that will 
probably be as good as anything they 
can think up themselves. 


The Writings of James Arminius. Trans- 
lated by James Nichols and W. R. 
Bagnall. Baker. 3 Vols. $17.50. 


Reviewed by Bernard Ramm 


Baker Book House is to be congrat- 
ulated for bringing this theological re- 
ference work back into circulation. It 
is as necessary to read the ipsissima 
verba of Arminius as it is of Calvin. 

The volumes contain a brief account 
of the life of Arminius (which is the 
Latinized version of Herman, or Har- 
mon, or Hermensen); some of his ser- 
mons; his major theological theses; re- 
plies to attacks made upon his views; 
various theological disputations; some 
exegetical work; and his famous con- 
troversy with Francis Junius. 

Arminius was a learned and able man. 
His devout spirit, his sincere piety, and 
his honesty are evident on every page 
he wrote. Some Calvinists who think 
that Arminius (and Arminianism) is 
easily routed will find the going far 
more difficult if they will tackle the 
arguments of Arminius is these volumes. 

Arminius’ primary thesis is that the 
pre-Augustinian theology of the Church 
represents ‘the true Christian theology 
(a thesis defended in Allin, The Au- 
gustinian Revolution in Theology) and 
that Augustine and Calvin corrupted 
it with (i) an undue emphasis on the 
sovereignty of God, and (ii) particular- 
ism. 
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The 
Newest © 
Book 


by 
Jane Merchant 


THINK ABOUT 
THESE THINGS 


Whatever is 
true, honor- 
able, just, 
pure, lovely, 
gracious... 
These 86 me- 
ditations in 
scripture, 0- 
riginal poet- 
ry and pray- 
er are on the theme of Phil- 
lippians 4:8. Jane Merchant 
writes of nature, of people, 
of life’s verities and loveli- 
ness, in these devotions suited 
for private, family, or other 
group use. $1.50 


“Jane Merchant has written 
some of the finest religious 
poems that are being written 
in America today. Her poems 
remind me of the early re- 
ligious poems of Elizabeth 
Barrett Browning and Chris- 
tina Rossetti.” 

— JESSE STUART 


The Greatest of these .. . 


Companion volume to the 
above, and winner of the 
first prize for the best book 
of poetry by a member of the 
National League of Ameri- 
can Pen Women during the 
years 1953-1955. $1.50 


at all bookstores 
Published by 
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EVANGELISM 
THROUGH 
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CHURCH 


Roy H. Short 


The aim of this book is to 
provide both inspiration and 
motivation for spreading God's 
Good News. 


Discusses the evangelistic 
church, its pastor and his 


preaching, evangelism through 
the Sunday school, the revival, 
evangelism to youth, personal 
and family evangelism. 


This book will help every 
Christian see his responsibility 
before God—and will show every 
church how to fully realize its 
evangelistic strength. $2 


at all bookstores 
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The theology taught by Beza was-an 
extreme Calvinism. These views were 
challenged and a more moderate system 
proposed by the Hollander, Koonhert. 
The Dutch Calvinists called on Arminius 
(who distinguished himself in all his 
academic work) to refute Koonhert. The 
doctor caught the disease he was sent 
to cure! Instead of refuting Koonhert 
he became converted to his system of 
thought. 

Arminianism, as a system, was not 
the creation of Arminius but subsequent 
theologians (Episcopius, Uyttenbogaert, 
Limborch, Grotius). Arminius never 
completely synthesized his beliefs into 
a system. 

The reader will find in these three 
volumes a carefully ordered and reason- 
ed attack on Calvinism. Calvinism is 
presented as unbiblical, extreme, and 
arbitrary. In contrast, Arminius attempts 
to present a biblical, moderate, and 
ethically valid theology. The sore points 
are—as can be expected—predestination, 
election, and original sin. Arminius pre- 
sents each in a more modulated form 
than found in Calvinism. 

Arminius copiously cites Scripture, 
for one of his basic motives was to call 
theology back to the Bible. There is 
a strong emphasis on “Evangelical 
Theology,” by which is meant “gospel- 
teaching,” in contrast to “Law-teaching” 
which he calls “Legal Theology.” There 
is a healthy emphasis on revelation and 
an excellent treatise on the inner wit- 
ness of the Holy Spirit (I, 140 ff). 
However, the volume is repetitious, and 
some subjects are expounded and re- 
hashed numerous times. 

The editors complain that Arminian- 
ism has suffered because some of its 
devotees became Socinians and Pelag- 
ians. But the history of theology makes 
it clear that the inch of territory Armin- 
ianism insists on reserving for man 
eventually becomes Socinian, Pelagian, 
Latitudinarian, and even Liberal ter- 
ritory. The Calvinistic thesis that man 
is totally dependent upon God is still 
the best one. 

However, the reader of these excel- 
lently printed volumes will find much 
to learn, some excellent theological 
materials, and will come away from 
them with admiration for the learning, 
ability, and piety of Arminius. 


Key Words of the Bible. Albert N. Wil- 
liams. Duell, Sloan and Pierce; Little, 
Brown. 238 pp. Index. $4.00. 


Reviewed by the Editor-in-Chief 


It is amazing that two publishers 
should combine to issue a book that 
is so faulty both in its theology and 
its facts. The book consists of 458 words 
explained in a paragraph or a page. One 
example will suffice for the evangelical 
believer. “93. Brazen Serpent — The 
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Never before have Christian con- 
gregations wanted more to hear ser- 
mons on the great doctrines of faith 
—God, Christ, eternal life, the King- 
dom of God, and others. The first 
part of this book discusses the why 
of doctrinal preaching—the reasons 
for its return, how to preach doc- 
trine directly, how to use doctrine 
in pulpit counseling, and the like. 
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bronze image of a _ serpent which 
Yahweh commanded Moses to fashion 
and then to set upon a pole, that those 
who had been bitten by serpents might 
be healed. This reflected a primitive, 
totemistic concept that the image of a 
harmful object served to protect the 
wearer or beholder against the object 
itself. Also, it reflects the existence 
of at least the vestiges of serpent wor- 
ship in Israel. This worship was preva- 
lent in many parts of Asia Minor and in 
Egypt at an earlier time.” Such a def- 
inition would be mere nonsense if it 
were nothing more than a comment on 
an Old Testament story. But since the 
Lord Jesus Christ claimed that this 
happening was an illustration of His 
own death upon the cross the com- 
ment becomes blasphemy. 


The Ministry of the Glory Cloud. Rob- 
ert E. Hough. Philosophical Library. 
145 pp. $3.50. 


Reviewed by Dwight H. Small 


Fourteen studies comprise this volume, 
each dealing with one major manifesta- 
tion of God in His Self-revelation to 
man. Each study is concerned with the 
discovery that the Glory Cloud, known 
to Israel as the Shekinah, was pre- 
sent in the performance of a divine 
ministry that is consistent from the gates 
of Eden to the return of Christ. 

The contribution of these studies is 
important to the Bible student, whether 
teacher or pastor, insofar as the Shekinah 
Glory provides a standpoint from which 
to consider a number of cardinal doc- 
trines of Scripture. It becomes apparent 
te the reader that this manifestation 
of God’s glory is reserved for certain 
connected events in the story of redemp- 
tion. Consequently, the Glory Cloud is 
present at the gates of Eden, at the 
Abrahamic Covenant, at the deliverance 
from Egypt, in the wilderness journey, 
and in withdrawal at the national 
apostasy of Israel. 

The New Testament connection of 
the Glory Cloud is of arresting import- 
ance for it concerns the incarnation and 
ascension of Christ, and also the trans- 
figuration and crucifixion in between 
those two terminal points of His earthly 
ministry. Furthermore, the Cloud is pre- 
sent at the descent of the Holy Spirit, 
and at the return of Christ. 

Other studies of near-importance 
make the volume one of solid signifi- 
cance. It is well-written and would 
profit any layman who can blink at the 
price. Not the least of many insights 
into obscure Scriptures is the chapter 
on the presence of the blinding Glory 
Cloud when Saul saw the risen Lord 
above though blinded by the light, and 
said “Lord, what wilt Thou have me 
to do?” 
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The Modern Predicament. H. J. Paton. 
Gifford Lectures. Macmillan. 388 pp. 
$5.25. 


Reviewed by Bernard Ramm 


What is the modern predicament? It 
is modern man with a Christian heritage 
who is fighting Joe Louis while his body 
is racked with a terrible fever. The 
result is that he spends most of his 
time on the canvas and is subject to 
desperate doctoring in between rounds. 

Joe Louis is modern science. Its 
powerful uppercuts have driven theology 
out of the field of fact, and its hooks 
have sent the Bible staggering to its 
knees. The fever is modern philosophy 
which has attacked the blood-stream of 
religious metaphysical thought, and total 
collapse of the modern man is immin- 
ent. 

Paton’s problem is to find the doctor 
who can get his man home before Louis 
knocks him out for keeps or the fever 
produces a cadaver. Doctors Orthodoxy 
and Fundamentalism are medicine men 
whose potions are worthless in spite of 
the sanctimonious incantations uttered 
while the potions are administered. 
Doctors Kierkegaard and Barth are 
plainly crazy and are themselves candi- 
dates for psychiatric treatment. The 
splendid systems of Doctor Religious 
Metaphysics never get off the blue 
prints. 


Paton finds the right doctor in Kant—, 


Paton is one of the world’s greatest 
Kantian scholars. Kant reasoned that 
the way out of the modern predicament 
was neither by science nor religious 
metaphysics but by autonomous moral- 
ity. In that religion is grounded in 
morality Joe Louis cannot get at it. In 
that religion is not grounded in religious 
metaphysics modern philosophy cannot 
get at it. The metaphysics thrown out 
the front door may now be cautiously 
and humbly brought in the back door— 
on moral grounds, keep in mind. We 
may thereby believe in a general moral 
order, human freedom, God, and im- 
mortality. 

Paton is strongest in philosophy and 
weakest in theology—at times pitifully 
so. For example, he calls Barth and 
Brunner the “rigid orthodox” (p. 228), 
and he simply cannot appreciate the 
genius of Kierkegaard. There is little 
of the Bible, Jesus Christ, or Christian 
theology in this work. He is restricted, 
in that Gifford Lectures are limited to 
natural theology, but his range of topics 
is so great he cannot avoid these matters 
as neatly as he did. In fact, this book 
is an eloquent witness to the religious 
inadequacy of natural theology. 

For all that, this is a solid and meaty 
book. None but the scholar should 
joust with it. Paton takes the positivists 
apart in Chapter II and spanks the 
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neo-orthodox in Chapter III. He care- 
fully summarizes the modern status of 
the theistic proofs, and comes to the 
same conclusion as Kant. 

The book emphasizes what Dr. Clark 
of Butler University has well said: if 
we do not start with God, we will never 
conclude with God. 

Paton never says in so many words 
that the way out of the modern predica- 
ment is morality or revelation, but he 
seems to imply it. Three or four times 
he tips his hat politely to revelation 
stating that his criticisms affect religious 
metaphysics, but not revelation. Having 
chosen morality as the way out, he is 
nonetheless polite to revelation. We 
think the wiser choice would have been 
revelation. 


Sweeter than Honey. V. Raymond Ed- 
man. Scripture Press. 87 pp. $1.50. 
Reviewed by the Editor-in-Chief 

This little book, which bears the 
name of the beloved president of 
Wheaton College, is a mixture of two 
kinds of honey. I have always loved 
honey — my father kept bees and I 
early learned the difference between 
apple-blossom and clover honey — and 
I have tasted many kinds. The most 
famous honey of history is that from a 
mountain near Athens—the honey of 
Hymetus is known since the time of 
Homer. When I was in Greece I tasted 
it for the first time and found it slightly 
bitter. Orange blossom honey is quite 
different from the honey of the desert 
garnered from the blossoms of the 
cactus. This little book is in reality 
a republication of the poems of John 
Oxenham’s volume Bees in Amber, the 
prose only being from Dr. Edman. The 
latter has placed the poems in juxta- 
position with his own meditations of 
the passages in the Bible which speak 
of bees and honey. I would recommend 
this for the bedside to be taken at the 
close of the day. It will settle the nerves 
and prepare the heart for oneness with 
the Lord. 


These Are the Garments. Charles W. 
Slemming. Moody. 169 pp. $2.00. 


Reviewed by George W. Carson 


These lectures are aimed at a new 
appreciation of the priestly ministry 
of Christ, and the important features 
of the twelve tribes. Result: a kind of 
conversation which guides the reader 
to a more penetrating understanding of 
the subject. Further, the moral and 
spiritual prerequisites of priest and 
people are emphasized. If Aaron and 
Christ were called, then ministers should 
“assure themselves” that they are there 
by the ordination of God, “enveloped” 
in all that for which God stands. 

He strikes numerous sparks which 
kindle our thoughts on the Levitical 


priesthood. “The garments were not an 
after-thought but . . . part of Aaron’s 


consecration . . . the very life of the 
tabernacle service. . . . Girdle . . . symbol 
of service; . . . Robe . . . symbol of of- 
fice and authority . . .; Ephod . . . seam- 
cee. . 20, 


He enriches and expands our con- 
ception of Christ’s Priesthood. “As the 
High Priest was a type of the Great 
High Priest so the garments were typi- 
cal of the character of Christ. . . .” 

He sharpens up the principles of the 
Christian life: “holiness to the Lord” 
is demanded of God’s people under 
both covenants. Types and shadows find 
their fulfillment in the redeeming work 
of Christ, who is “far better” than the 
Aaronic priesthood, which was “signi- 
ficant for the time” but “by no means 
perfect because it was functioned by 
men who knew sin. . . .” 

Good for Bible study, although one 
senses the author’s strain here and there 
to make his point. 


Homosexuality and the Western Chris- 
tian Tradition. Derrick Sherwin 
Bailey. Longmans, Green & Co. 176 
pp- $3.00. 


Reviewed by the Editor-in-Chief 


The British are much more advanced 
in social studies than we are on this - 
side of the Atlantic. The author, with 
his wife and three children, lives in 
London where he is the Central Lec- 
turer at the school of the Church of 
England Moral Welfare Council. He has 
a heart so tender for others that he 
strains many points to attempt to pro- 
tect the victims of this terrible sin from 
the true consequences of their acts. First 
of all he goes to great lengths to attempt 
to prove that the original sin of Sodom 
was not what is known today, legally, 
as sodomy. He does not make his point. 
He would have done well, also, to have 
had at hand the medical findings in 
this field which have been so ably set 
forth by Dr. A. E. Rakoff, who publish- 
ed his report in Philadelphia Medicine 
(Apr. 27, 1956), under the title “En- 
docrine Aspects of Homosexuality.” Dr. 
Rakoff has proved beyond question that 
perversion or inversion does not rise 
from glandular disturbances. This book 
under review has had important results 
in England as Parliament has recently re- 
vised the laws to make them more equit- 
able, removing obvious injustices in 
some of these cases, and tightening some 
clauses in order better to protect the 
young. Dr. Bailey’s final paragraph 
merits quoting: “Finally there are cer- 
tain matters to which attention ought 
urgently to be directed: (a) undoubted- 
ly the most important of all is the pro- 
motion of happy marriages and family 
life, so reducing the incidence of in- 
version due to psychological causes aris- 
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ing from maladjusted relations between 
husband and wife and between parents 
and children. (b) Much study needs to 
be given to the causes and the nature 
of the condition of inversion, to the 
possibility of a ‘cure’ in certain cases, 
and to the means by which the invert 
can be helped to accept his abnormality, 
and to take his place as a useful and 
fully acceped member of society. This 
requires in turn, (c) the education of 
the public to a sense of understanding 
and responsibility for the men and wo- 
men who labor under this peculiar 
handicap, and the dissipation of pre- 
judices and false ideas regarding the 
homosexual condition.” But after hav- 
ing said all this, we must return to the 
first chapter of Romans and understand 
that God has spoken a terrible word 
in connection with this condition. If 
there is any attempt to take it out from 
the field of most terrible sin, there will 
be no true means of helping those who 
are caught in this trap. 


Devil at My Heels. Louis Zamperini 
with Helen Itria. Dutton. 251 pp. 
$3.95. 


Reviewed by Richard A. Bodey 


Some books one does not easily put 
aside once he has begun to read them, 
and this is of that kind. It is the life 
story of Louis Zamperini who emerged 
from the disgrace of juvenile delin- 
quency to double fame—first as an 
Olympic runner and then as an airman 
in World War II who spent forty-seven 
days on a raft in the Pacific and two 
and one-half years of torture in a 
Japanese prison camp. But it is more 
than that. It is the thrilling record of 
the relentless pursuit of the “Hound 
of Heaven” after a soul penetrating 
further into the jungle of sin with every 
foot-step. The chase finally ended dur- 
ing Billy Graham’s Los Angeles Cam- 
paign in 1949. At present Mr. Zamperini 
is engaged in a unique but difficult 
Christian ministry among boys whose 
youth resembles his own. 

In the Foreword to this book Billy 
Graham calls this man a “modern 
miracle.” That is not an exaggeration. 
Read these pages and you will be con- 
vinced for yourself. And incidentally 
those who suspect the doctrines of ori- 
ginal sin, providence, election, irresist- 
able grace, and the new birth will here 
find them irrefutably confirmed in the 
letters of life. 


Rest for the Weary. Vance Havner. Re- 
vell. 154 pp. $2.00. 


Reviewed by Douglas B. MacCorkle 


Vance Havner has the knack of tak- 
ing the spiritual measure of our day. 
In this book Havner has a special anta- 
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The Spreading Flame. F. F. Bruce. Eerd- 
mans. 183 pp., 186 pp., 154 pp. 3 in- 
dexes. $5.00. 








Reviewed by the Editor-in-Chief the. diate ae eh 8 


F. F. Bruce is one of the outstanding columns, as well as other books, 


evangelicals of Britain, Head of the 
Department of Biblical History and 


can be purchased through Eternity 
Book Service, 1716 Spruce St., 
Literature, University of Sheffield, Eng- Philadelphia 3, Pa. 

land. He has written many volumes 
which add up to a very significant con- 
tribution to the life of the evangelical 
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WINDOW ON THE WORLD 
(Continued from page 17) 


with crippling and destroying effect.” 

Arthur J. Patzer, delegate to the an- 
nual state conference of Seventh-day 
Adventists, warned participants that 
Americans ultimately will become 
“chair-bound, shortsighted, and speech- 
less” from watching TV from childhood 
on. 

He charged that television has “in- 
terfered with schooling, kept children 
from learning to read and write, weak- 
ened their eyesight, softened their 
muscles, aroused morbid emotions, glori- 
fied crime, caused juvenile crime, started 
domestic quarrels, loosened morals and 


made people lazy.” 


NEW SCROLLS BELIEVED FOUND 

Jordan police and officials of the 
Jordan Department of Antiquities are 
keeping a close watch for the appear- 
ance of new Dead Sea scrolls. 

They have been on the alert ever 
since the Rev. Roland de Vaux, O. P., 
director of the Dominican Archeological 
School, informed them that he had dis- 
covered another recently-rifled cave 
which probably held an _ important 
cache of scrolls hidden by the ascetic 
Essene sect. 

The priest said there were indications 
that the cave was entered by robbers, 
probably desert bedouins, only a few 
days before he examined it. 

He said numerous wrappings and 
scraps of parchment in the cave sug- 
gested that it contained a number of 
scrolls. 


SAPANESE PROSELYTES IN ISRAEL 

Seven thousand Japanese converts to 
Judaism wish to come and live in Israel. 
The Ministry of Religions has given 
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permission for their entrance either this 
year or next. The leader of this unique 
group has translated the Hebrew Bible 
into Japanese. He claims that the 
Japanese nation is directly descended 
from the tribe of Dan. Some members 
of the Danite tribe, he believes, reached 
Japan about 2,000 years ago. 

Israel is ready to welcome these 
proselytes, saying that they are extremely 
devoted to their adopted religion and 
have the added asset of being largely 
in the professional class. A group of 
proselytes from Italy settled in Israel 
some time ago and have become well 
adjusted there. 


TOO MANY MISSIONARIES? 

In New Guinea, some government of- 
ficials are reported to be fearful that 
natives may become completely con- 
fused because “too many missionaries 
of different denominations” are at- 
tempting to convert them. Dr. Charles 
Shearer Robinson, chairman of the 
Anglican Board of Missions, told a Syd- 
ney, Australia, congregation that the 
situation in northern New Guinea is 
“pretty terrible so far as a religious 
viewpoint is concerned.” He said that 
Paul Hasluck, cabinet minister of terri- 
tories, reported that Presbyterian, 
Methodist, Pentecostal and other Prot- 
estant missionaries “are campaigning to 
win over ignorant natives” to their re- 
spective beliefs and are causing “utter 
confusion in the minds of natives who 
cannot comprehend the situation.” 


ISRAELI FARMERS HELPED BY ANCi:NTS 


The collected remains of Bible-day 
farms and farmers are being analyzed in 
an effort to help present-day Israeli 
pioneers. Research groups are busy 
studying facts dug out of the ground in 
comparatively recent years. 

Archeologists representing the He- 
brew University, the Scientific Council, 
and other research institutions, are 
taking an active part in the search for 
agricultural information. 

The University geographers are study- 
ing the ancient water storage and dis- 
tribution system. Research is also being 
conducted into the agricultural and 
social aspects of the farm units and the 
field systems of the Romans and the 
Byzantines. 

Though much information on Naba- 
tean culture has been gleaned from 
excavations, little is as yet known of 
their agricultural techniques. One of the 
aims of the present research is to dis- 
tinguish the various periods and systems 
in agriculture to see whether there was 
any progress from one culture to the 
next. 

By studying the distribution of plots 
in relation to one another and to the 
urban and fortified centers, it is also 
hoped to find out more about these cul- 
tures’ social systems. The relics of these 
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ancestors may reveal much about agri- 
cultural methods such as the proportion 
of livestock to arable land and the 
method of crop rotation. used. 


NEW OFFICER FOR SCRIPTURE PRESS 

Management of Scripture Press Foun- 
dation, independent publishers of Sun- 
day school literature, have appointed 
Wilfred C. Frykman of Wheaton, IIl., 
as director of their new Personnel- 
Public Relations Division. Scripture 
Press is scheduled to move into its new, 
modern office. building at Wheaton late 
this fall. Frykman, a graduate of the 
University of Minnesota, comes to 
Scripture Press with personnel-public 
relations experience in the fields of 
education, radio, publications and vari- 
ous Christian organizations. 


NORTHWESTERN MERGES SCHOOLS 


Richard A. Elvee, President of 
Northwestern College, Minneapolis, has 
announced the consolidation of North- 
western’s Bible College and its College 
of Liberal Arts into one _ institution. 
Northwestern College was founded in 
1902 by the late Dr. W. B. Riley as a 
Bible and Missionary Training Institute 
with seven students and one teacher. 


PROTESTANT GAINS IN QUEBEC 


In Canada, an “enormous loss” of 
French-Canadians to the Protestant 
churches is noted in a report by the 
Frerich-Canadian Education Association 
of Ontario. More than 60,000 out of 
477,677 French-speaking Canadians in 
the Province of Ontario have registered 
as non-Catholics. 


AMENDED SUIT AGAINST HEALER 

Texas “faith healer” Jack Coe and 
several of his associates were named 
defendants in an amended suit for $150,- 
000 damages filed in Federal Court in 
Miami by Mr. and Mrs. George Willis 
Clark of Hialeah, Fla. 

The suit charged that the Clarks’ 
three-year-old son, Georgie, suffered 
“great pain, harm and injury” last 
winter when the evangelist declared 
him cured of polio, ordered the braces 
off his legs and told him to walk. 

It added that Mr. Coe’s statements 
about his ability to heal were made 
“willfully, recklessly, wantonly and with 
gross negligence.” 

The parents earlier had sued for 
$225,000 actual and punitive damages 
charging the faith healer with “malicious- 
ness.” They amended the complaint, 
dropping the request for $75,000 puni- 
tive damages and charging “negligence” 
rather than “maliciousness,” at the di- 
rection of Federal Judge Emmett C. 
Choate before whom the original suit 
was filed. 

Named as co-defendants with Mr. Coe 
in the amended suit were the Dallas 
Revival Center, the Herald of Healing 
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Children’s Home of Texas, and the 
Herald of Healing Corporation. Mr. 
Coe is president of all three organiza- 
tions, other officers of which are his 
wife, sister and sister-in-law. 

In testimony at earlier court hearings 
here it was brought out that the three 
“non-profit” corporations have built up 
total assets since 1950 of “between $800,- 
000 and $900,000,” with about $300,000 
in debts outstanding leaving a net value 
of between $500,000 and $600,000. 

The amended complaint charges that 
these corporations are “fraudulent and 
designed to disguise (Mr. Coe’s) activi- 
ties and serve as a scheme to avoid pay- 
ment of income taxes,” that the evange- 
list is “enriching himself under the 
guise of divine healing knowing he has 
no such power,” that some of those 
allegedly healed by him were “hired and 
had no disability, and that he “falsely 
advertised he had performed miracles 
and wonders and had miraculous mani- 
festations as evidence.” 


REMEDY FOR HEART TROUBLE 
Spiritual advice comes from strange 


places—this time from a Mexican heart . 


specialist. One of the best ways to avoid 
heart disease is to lead a religious life, 
he advises. 

Dr. Teofilo Ortiz Ramirez says, “the 
heart patient—or the person who does 
not want ever to suffer from heart 
disease—should live day by day and 
hand in hand with God. There is nu 
medicine like Christian confidence.” 

“One of the predisposing reasons for 
a heart attack,” the physician said, “is 
a state of emotional anxiety, which may 
proceed from an excess of ambition, 
vanity, or even emotional involvement. 
But the person who truly loves God 
accepts God’s will and eliminates from 
his life a striving after ways in which 
God or destiny may be circumvented.” 

“Almost without exception, the heart 
patient who cannot be cured is one who 
is dissatisfied with his life and wants 
more and better and different rewards 
from it.” 

“There is no point in saying, ‘don’t 
worry, and stop feeling anxious.’ The 
heart patient must say, ‘I am a child 
of God and interested only in doing 
His will.’” 


DEMONIACAL ECHO OF SHAW 

For blatant blasphemy there have been 
few who could surpass the late George 
Bernard Shaw, whose centenary is being 
celebrated this year. In a recent issue 
the New York Times Magazine quoted 
“a small treasury of his wit and ideas,” 
indicating that Shaw called himself a 
“Creative Evolutionist.” “Though Shaw 
once said he was probably closer to being 
a Quaker than any other sectarian, he 
could not accept the tenets of any estab- 
lished church,” the Times’ writer de- 
clared. “He believed there is a purpose 
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ary evangelism in Africa. 


Then: Face these hard facts: 


B Less than 5% of Africa's total popula- 
tion are professing Christians (Protes- 
tants) 


An estimated 100,000,000 Africans — or 
half the continent’s total population — 
have never yet heard the Gospel! 


~ Egypt is calling for $50,000,000 to take 
Africa for Mohammed. 


& With critical shortages of Christian li- 

terature, Communists are producing an 
average of four pieces of literature for 
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TO WIN AFRICA, WE MUST 
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paign is helping to accomplish these goals. Mis- 
sionaries and African Christians are giving their 
wholehearted support to this Scripture distribu- 
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in the universe, however, an imperfect 
power (italics are ours) striving through 
trial and error to become perfect; this 
he called the Life Force.” 

The comment from his “Sixteen Self 
Sketches,” contained in the Times 
brief anthology, is steeped in the spirit 
of Anti-Christ: 

“I detest the doctrine of the Atone- 
ment, holding that ladies and gentlemen 
cannot as such possibly allow anyone 
else to expiate their sins by suffering 
a cruel death. But I know as a hard fact 
that Methodism, which is saturated with 
this abhorrent superstition, changed our 
colliers and their wives and mothers 
from savages into comparatively civ- 
ilized human beings; and that any 
attempt to convert them to Creative 
Evolution would have made them more 
dangerous savages than ever, with no 
scruples, no personal god (the only 
sort of God they could believe in), and 
no fear of hell to restrain them.” 


INDIA GETTING TOUGHER 

A committee appointed by the Mad- 
hya Pradesh government to probe Chris- 
tian missionary activities in the state 
has recommended that all foreign mis- 
sionaries engaged primarily in prosely- 
tizing be withdrawn from the country. 

It urged also that the Indian con- 
stitution be amended to give only 
citizens of India the right to engage in 
religious propagation, and to outlaw 
conversions brought about by “force, 
fraud or other illicit means.” 

The recommendations were made in 
a report released by the committee here 
and broadcast in summary form by the 
All-India Radio. The report was heavily 
loaded with charges that the Christian 
missions are being used in some areas 
to revive “Western supremacy” in India 
and to disrupt the solidarity of India’s 
non-Christian communities. 

The committee was formed to study 
complaints by some Indian politicians 
and Hindu sectarian organizations that 
Christian missionaries had engaged in 
“forcible conversions and illegal pros- 
elytizing.” 

Another crucial recommendation by 
the committee was that the properties 
now registered in the name of foreign 
mission bodies be transferred to na- 
tional churches or holding bodies, or 
to an international holding group. It 
said the best course for the Indian 
Protestant churches to follow in the 
meantime is to establish a united in- 
dependent Christian Church that would 
not have to rely on foreign support. 

Madhya Pradesh is one of the Central 
Indian states where Hindu extremists 
have long been blamed for acts of 
violence and intimidation against Chris- 
tians. Complaints on this score had been 
made especially by Catholic authorities 
in various official statements. 


MAN’S PART IN SALVATION 
(Continued from page 21) 


how many of any extant or instant con- 
gregations understand what the two 
words mean? That God is a living God, 
not a dead Law; and that He is a reign- 
ing God, putting wrong things to rights, 
and that, sooner or later, with a strong 
hand and a rod of iron; and not at all 
with a soft sponge and warm water, 
washing everybody as clean as a baby 
every Sunday morning, whatever dirty 
work they have been about all the 
week.” 

What was true in England and in the 
established church, is just as true in 
America and in all forms of churches, 
from the most liturgical to the freest and 
easiest gospel hall. In the liturgy that 
Ruskin criticized he noted that the 
Morning Service of all England begins 
with the assertion that the Scripture 
moveth us in sundry places to confess 
our sins before God. He then asks, and 
he asks in italics, “Does it so? Have your 
congregations ever been referred to these 
sundry places? Or do they take the as- 
sertion on trust, or remain under the 
impression that, unless with the advan- 
tage of their own candor, God must re- 
main ill-informed on the subject of their 
sins?” 

The prayer says, ‘““That we should not 
dissemble nor cloke our sins.” Can we 
then? Are these grown-up congregations 
of enlightened adults in the twentieth 
century still so young in their nurseries 
that the “Thou God, seest me” is still 
not believed by them if they get under 
the bed? 

Ruskin was a classical scholar, fa- 
miliar with the Latin and the Greek. But 
for the purpose of checking on the “‘sun- 
dry places” in which the Scripture moves 
men to confess their sins, he goes to the 
English concordance only. It is his list 
of the passages on confession that we fol- 
low. 


Confession in Scripture 

In the concordance under the words 
confess and confession, there are forty- 
two verses in which the idea is found. 
Sixteen of these, including the confes- 
sion of John the Baptist that he was not 
the Messiah and the confession of the 
faithful fathers that they were pilgrims 
on the earth, do indeed move us strong- 
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ly to confess Christ before men. O you 
ministers! Have you ever taught your 
congregations what that confession 
means? They are ready enough to con- 
fess Him in church, that is to say, in 
their own private synagogue, but will 
they in the Congress? Will they in so- 
ciety? Will they in their business? Six- 
teen of the texts are to enforce their 
doing that. 

“The next most important one (I 
Tim. 6:13) refers to Christ’s own good 
confession,” which was made in His 
testimony before Pontius Pilate, and 
which was certainly not a confession of 
any sins, but rather a magnificent sub- 
mission to God as He stood before His 
accusers and answered not a word. How 
many of our congregations can make any 
such kind of confession, or wish to make 
it? 

The eighteenth, nineteenth, and 
twentieth (I Kings 8:33; II Chron. 6:26; 
Heb. 13:15) speak of confessing thank- 
fully that God is God (and not a putrid 
plasma nor a theory of development), 
and the twenty-first (Job 40:14) speaks 
of God’s own promise to confess that 
man would be really something if he 
could do even one deed .of power or ex- 
press one thought of wisdom. 

There remain twenty-one texts which 
do speak of the confession of our sins— 
very moving ones indeed—and Heaven 
grant that some day the people of our 
nation may be moved by them. 

The first of these is found in Leviticus, 
“He shall confess that he hath sinned 
in that thing” (Lev. 5:5). This was not 
a general confession, but a specific ac- 
knowledgment of a particular sin. When 
have you heard, in your lifetime, any 
Christian confess a particular sin? 

The second verse is indeed general— 
the command that the whole nation 
should afflict its soul on the great day 
of atonement once a year (Lev. 16:21). 
There are few such unpleasant cere- 
monies in our churches today. We do 
have a day of national Thanksgiving, 
but no day of national humiliation and 
prayer. 

The third, fourth, and fifth verses 
(Ley. 26:40; Num. 5:7; Neh. 1:6) all 
refer to national humiliation for defi- 
nite idolatry, accompanied with an en- 
tire abandonment of that idolatry, and 
of idolatrous persons. How soon is that 
form of confession likely to find a place 
in our nation where the main _ idol, 
mammon, is lauded and protected? 

The sixth verse is virtually a whole 
Psalm (32), which does, indeed, entirely 
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refer to the greater confession, once for 
all opening the heart to God, which can 
by no means be done fifty-two times a 
year, and which, once done, puts men 
into a state in which they will never say 
again that there is no health in them; 
nor that their hearts are desperately 
wicked; but will obey forever the in- 
stantly following order, “Rejoice in the 
Lord, ye righteous, and shout for joy, 
all ye that are true of heart.” While 
there is a sense in which what Ruskin 
says is absolutely true, we must realize 
that the more we advance in the Chris- 
tian life the more need we see for ad- 
vancing. As our conscience grows more 
tender toward the Holy Spirit we will 
always find fresh failings, and we will 
be ready to acknowledge our need, even 
to our dying day. 

The seventh passage, Ruskin said, is 
the one confession in which he could 
himself share. Paul before Felix said, 
“This I confess to thee, that after the 
way which they call heresy, so worship 
I the God of my fathers” (Acts 24:14). 
May God grant that we have more 
heretics of that kind. 

The eighth (Jas. 5:16) tells us to con- 
fess our faults—not to God, but “one 
to another’—a practice that is not fa- 
vored by most people. I will admit that I 
think that it is wrong for people to get 
up in a public meeting and confess pri- 
vate sins that are scandalous, especially 
if they involve someone else, but we 
must acknowledge that it would be a 
very salutary thing if we could sit down 
with spiritual and trusted friends and 
talk over frankly and sincerely the na- 
ture of the faults which we have in or- 
der that we might be edified by our 
mutual faith and encouraged by our 
mutual prayers. 

The ninth is that passage of St. John 
(1:9) the favorite of many, “If we con- 
fess our sins, he is faithful and just to 
forgive us our sins and to cleanse’ us 
from all unrighteousness,” which, Ruskin 
says, is read and preached by thousands 
of false preachers every day who do not 
go on to read its great companion, “Be- 
loved, if our heart condemn us, God is 
greater than our heart, and knoweth all 
things; but if our heart condemn us 
not, then have we confidence toward 
God” (I John 3:20, 21). If this text is 
understood, then the first can also be 
understood. But if the second is not 
understood, then neither will be known. 
Simply stated, the second text shows us 
that we must live lives of such righteous- 
ness before the Lord, confessing Christ 
as our Lord in every breath, that our 
hearts do not condemn us. Thus it is 
that we have confidence in the Lord, and 
when things do arise, as they will, we 
can go to the precious fountain of clean- 
sing and be restored into the way of 
grace, for God is greater than our hearts. 
But most certainly the first text about 
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confessing our sins was never meant to 
be an easy method of coming, every 
Sunday, or oftener, to acknowledge vile- 
ness that has been continuing and that 
we expect to continue. 


Sorry Enough to Quit 

“And the entire body of the remain- 
ing texts on confession is summed in 
Joshua 7:19 and Ezra 10:11, in which, 
whether it be Achan with his Babylonish 
garment, or the people of Israel with 
their Babylonish lusts, the meaning of 
confession is simply what it is to every 
brave boy, girl, man, and woman who 
knows the meaning of the word ‘honor’ 
before God or man; namely, to say 
what they have done wrong and to take 
the punishment of it (not to get it 
blanched over by any means) and to do 
it no more.” Do not gloss over that last 
clause. We said, “and to do it no more.” 
Repentance is more than being sorry for 
sin; it is being sorry enough to quit. 

All of these truths must be held in 
balance, and then it will be found, in- 
deed, that the path of the justified’ man, 
the man made righteous in Christ, is 
like the light of dawn, which shines 
brighter and brighter until the full day 
(Prov. 4:18). 

It is with such an out-going confes- 
sion that we reach the final salvation. 
All of this has been summed up for us 
in another passage which is found in 
Peter’s first epistle. The verse as it is 
found in the King James Version is well 
known, though some of its implications 
are not always understood because we 
know the language so well. We read that 
we have been begotten from the dead “to 
an inheritance that is incorruptible and 
undefiled, and that fadeth not away, 
reserved in heaven for you who are 
kept by the power of God through faith 
unto salvation ready to be revealed at 
the last time” (I Pet. 1:4, 5). Note that 
the same two elements which are united 
in our text in Romans are to be found 
here, and in the same sense. The great 
salvation is in the future. We have been 
saved in the past with a view to this 
future. It is at present that we are being 
kept by the power of God through faith. 

There we have both the divine and 
the human sides of this question. God’s 
part is that of keeping us in the midst 
of the trials and tribulations of this life. 
Our part is to go right on believing Him, 
knowing that He has said that it is 
through faith that the power of God will 
keep us. Thus the whole of the salva- 
tion of God begins in Him and ends in 
His glory. He brings it down to us, and 
we confess it outwardly, which shows 
that the inward work has been done; 
and then we find that it was the inward 
believing with the whole being which 
put us on this road of living the life of 
the Lord whom we had named in our 
confession. Enp 
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UNIVERSAL SALVATION 
(Continued from page 15) 


upon all men, so God in Christ intends 
to make all men spiritually alive. That 
this position is exegetically untenable 
can easily be seen by a study of this 
context in the original Greek. The con- 
text clearly indicates that it is one of res- 
urrection—a direct reference to resur- 
rection and resurrection only, and to 
capture the sense of the Greek properly 
it should be rendered, “As in Adam 
all die, so in Christ shall all be raised 
to life (or “resurrected”). This we know 
to be true because there will be a 
resurrection of the just and of the un- 
just (Acts 24:15). Therefore, since this 
is the case, the ground Universalists 
stand upon is of the weakest possible 
type, for when hermeneutics, context, 
and exegesis, the tools of proper bibli- 
cal study, are employed in the evalua- 
tion of their textual arguments, not 
one of their positions can successfully 
stand the test. 

It is not possible to list all of the 
verses utilized by universal reconcilia- 
tionists to establish their unbiblical 
premises, but the above cross section 
should serve to demonstrate the danger 
of building doctrines upon isolated 
words with little or no consideration 
of context or the related background 
of the language both grammatically and 
exegetically speaking. 

Scripture Studies Concern 

We might mention at this time a cer- 
tain sect of zealous Bible students who 
group themselves under the title listed 
above. This small organization publishes 
a series of pamphlets, many of which 
are written or edited by Grace H. Todd, 
a zealous universal reconciliationist. To 
all appearances this group is fundamen- 
tal on the basic issues of the gospel but 
finds itself unable to accept the doctrine 
of eternal retribution for sin. As a result 
of this it has circulated many pamphlets 
attempting to prove that everlasting 
punishment is not biblical, and further 
that the Bible teaches universal recon- 
ciliation. One of its pamphlets, entitled 
“The Bible and the Cross” is a cleverly 
edited compilation from the Rev. G. 
Campbell Morgan and the Rev. W. H. 
Grifith Thomas writings, copied from 
the Presbyterian of June 1932. Unfor- 
tunately the Scripture Studies Concern 
in its zeal to establish universal recon- 
ciliation has employed some highly ques- 
tionable methods and ethics, for the 
editors have deliberately deleted sen- 
tences and skipped paragraphs in an at- 
tempt to make it appear that Drs. Mor- 
gan and Thomas endorsed their posi- 
tion! However, anyone familiar with 
the writings of these men realizes almost 
at once that they never held such a posi- 
tion at all. In line with many deviant 
groups the Scripture Studies Concern 
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has seized upon out-of-context quota- 
tions from recognized expositors of a 
conservative position to, add prestige to 
their highly questionable interpretations 
of Scripture. They have not told the 
whole truth, and their publications 
should be viewed with some suspicion 
by interested Christians. 

This small sect also utilizes another 
trait found in many cults. In a supposed 
emphasis upon exegesis from the original 
languages of Scripture, individuals who 


are hardly qualified to read technical 
exegétical books continually pose as 
scholars of the original languages! On 
pages 13 and 14 of the pamphlet, “The 
Bible and the Cross,” published by thjs | 
Concern, Grace Todd goés into great 
detail of the meaning of the Greek noun 
“aion” (eon) which she states confident- 
ly cannot possibly mean “without end.” 
This argument stems from the old chest- 
nut perpetually turned over in the fires 
of theological debate which all qualified 
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Greek scholars recognize as merely a 
“dodge” to escape the paralyzing reality 
that the Greek language teaches in no 
uncertain terms eternal punishment for 
sin. If Grace Todd’s statement is true, 
incidentally, then Romans 16:26 teaches 
beyond a question of a doubt that Al- 
mighty God Himself has an end in 
time, or at the end of an “aion” or eons 
which are designated as periods of time 
during which specific things are carried 
out according to the will of God! The 
comparison of the usage of the word 
“aionion” as it is used in the Greek New 
Testament would show the interested 
reader immediately that in numerous 
contexts the word means “everlasting” 
o1 “forever.” To quote Dr. Pettingill, 
“When the Scriptures speak of everlast- 
ing hills or everlasting earthly arrange- 
ments or processes, of everlasting doors 
and chairs, or burning or fire or of 
punishment by destruction, or of any 
transient thing, the word is limited by 
the nature of the thing spoken of_ and 
by the common sense of those to whom 
they speak. There is no need of misun- 
derstanding their meaning.” With this 
statement we, of course, agree, but as 
Dr. Strong has so clearly pointed out 
in a devastating chapter on everlasting 
punishment (see Strong’s Systematic 
Theology, pp. 1047 ff), the term 
“aionion” or “aionas” appears in the 
same context in Matthew’s Gospel refer- 
ring to the condition of the saved, as 
does Christ’s reference to the damned; 
“And these shall go away into everlast- 
ing punishment: but the righteous into 
life eternal” (Matt. 25:46). Therefore, 
if we would limit the duration of the 
punishment of the damned, then by all 
the laws of sound exegesis we must limit 
the eternal habitation of the saved and 
this no universal reconciliationist is will- 
ing to do! 

There are, of course, contexts in the 
New Testament where the words “aion- 
ion” or “aionas” are found where they 
could not possibly refer to eternal 
things. However, the context clearly de- 
termines their meanings, and for uni- 
versal reconciliationists to claim on the 
basis of a Greek noun or of Greek ad- 
iectival forms that the Bible does not 
teach everlasting punishment when the 
overwhelming majority of scholars— 
classical and Koiné—have historically 
taught the direct opposite, is just one 
more evidence of their lack of scholastic 
resources. 

The danger of Universalism or univer- 
sal reconciliation is that one may be led 
to believe that if God intended to save 
everyone then we can afford to be lax 
both in our Christian lives and in our 
zeal to proclaim the riches of the gospel. 
The real key as to why universal recon- 
ciliationists cannot accept eternal pun- 
ishment is: that they are pure rational- 
ists. To this fact Grace Todd’s pam- 
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phlet bears irrefutable evidence, for as 


‘she says, “We cannot conceive of a 


Creator who knows the end from the be- 
ginning, one who is love, who has infi- 
nite wisdom and infinite power, giving to 
any being life, life which is never to end, 
but to continue in suffering to all 
eternity. The Bible does not teach it 
anywhere in the original language. 
God’s punishments are remedial and 
take place within the span of the ages 
during which He is accomplishing the 
making of man in His image and like- 
ness. Punishment will last no longer 
than is necessary to bring man to hate 
his sin and be reconciled to his 
Saviour.” (p. 14, “The Bible and the 
Cross” Scripture Studies Concern). 

We see, therefore, that merely because 
universal reconciliationists cannot con- 
ceive of God punishing eternally the 
infinite sin of rejecting His Son, they 
have sought to draw from Scripture 
what neither scholarship nor common 
sense can possibly allow, and since they 
cannot conceive of God’s so punishing 
the unregenerate soul they have set up 
their own standard of how God must 
act based upon what they believe is 
justice. The juggling of the Greek terms 
for “everlasting” and “eternal” by per- 
sons who are not recognized scholastic 
authorities is one more evidence of the 
paucity of their resources. Even F. W. 
Farrar, that great and noble historian 
and minister of the gospel who was 
himself a brilliant Greek scholar and a 
friend of Universalism, could not bring 
himself to pervert the grammar of the 
New Testament and believed that ever- 
lasting meant everlasting, especially in 
the contexts relative to the redeemed 
and the lost. 

In concluding this article on universal 
reconciliation we ought always to fix in 
our minds these three facts: (1) The 
grammar of the New Testament teaches 
that there will be everlasting bliss for 
those who accept Jesus Christ as Lord 
and Saviour (John 5:24, 6:47, etc.); (2) 
This.same grammar teaches, with the 
same words, in the same syntactical 
form, and many times in the same con- 
text, that there will be everlasting pun- 
ishment or torment for those who will- 
fully reject Jesus Christ as Lord and 
Saviour (John 3:36; Matt. 25:32,33; Rev. 
20:10, etc.); (3) Salvation from sin has 
been provided for all men through the 
blood of the Cross, and whosoever will 
may come according to the will of God 
who orders al] things after the council 
of His own will. But that God knows 
and has declared in His Word that 
many will not accept his provision of 
redemption and will in fact trample 
under foot the blood of Jesus, no quali- 
fied scholar denies for these persons are 
described as those whose end is destruc- 
tion, whose god is their belly, “Raging 
waves of the sea, foaming out their own 
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shame; wandering stars, to whom is re- 
served the blackness of darkness for- 
ever” (Jude 13). 

If we keep these three cardinal points 
ever before us, recognizing that the 
Scriptures as a unit teach these truths, 
whether or not we can accept them on 
a rationalistic basis or whether or not 
we can understand the character of God 
this side of eternity, we shall protect 
ourselves from the error of universal 
reconciliation and of Universalism itself, 
which has plagued the Christian Church 
since the days of Origen, and which has 
laid the groundwork for many heresies, 
since this form of theology has the 
teridency to lead the unwary into 
further fields of doctrinal deviations. 

Let us, then, heed the Apostle Paul, 
and faithfully “Put on the whole armor 
of God, that ye may be able to stand 
against the wiles of the devil” (Eph. 
6:11) for “the mystery of iniquity doth 
already work.” ENpD 


SHUB-AD 
(Continued from page 9) 


tight coil. Why was it there? The others 
wore their silver bands, for the marks 
of silver nitrate are dark on the skulls. 
Was this woman late for the procession? 
Unable to spend time on her hair, did 
she slip the band, rolled up on her 
dressing table, into her pocket, hoping 
to find a moment to adjust it later? The 
opportunity, if this is so, never came. 
The fabric of the dress protected the 
metal and left us a silver hair-ribbon 
and a problem to solve. What manner 
of misguided faith was this, that could 
treat grim death so casually? 

On such tragic sacrifice one man 
looked with the clear eyes of realization. 
Abraham, whose faith both Testaments 
extol, faced the challenge of such a 
place and time and by his brave re- 
sponse opened wide a deep spring of 
history. END 
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A REVOLUTIONARY GOSPEL 
(Continued from page 13) 
nature Christianity is radical, more rad- 
ical than Communism by the distance of 
infinity. Oh, I confess that Christianity 
is looked upon as being obscurantist 
and obstructionist, as though it were 
afraid of both truth and progress. And, 
sadly enough, there is ample reason why 
it is thus regarded. The revolutionary 
genius of our faith has far too often been 
forgotten. The gospel has been prosti- 
tuted in order to buttress and sanction 
the status quo, no matter how ungodly 
and unjust the status quo may have 
been. Such was the case in Czaarist 
Russia where the gospel became a reac- 
tionary force, a tool in the hands of a 
corrupt regime, keeping the masses pas- 
sive and resigned by promises of pie 
in the sky by and by. Such has been, and 
still is, the case in South America. And 
such, I regret to admit, is the case 
among some evangelicals in our own 
country. They view the gospel as a 
means for preserving white supremacy, 
or a means for insuring the continua- 
tion of a capitalist economy, or a means 
for furthering the spread of American 
democracy, or a means for preventing 
the collapse of Western culture; they 
view it, in short, as a means of protect- 
ing our own vested interests. But the 
gospel is not a means to any human 
end, no matter how exalted and noble 
that end may be. The gospel is a means 
to a supernatural end which stretches 
out beyond this life and world. And 
the gospel, when it is proclaimed in 
keeping with its innate genius, expects 
change, hopes for change, and promotes 
change. Regardless of how we may have 
been misinterpreting it, the gospel is 
actually a revolutionary message with 
a supernatural purpose and therefore a 
world-changing impact. For what is the 
purpose of the gospel? To state it 
crisply, that purpose is threefold. The 
gospel aims to bring men into an experi- 
ence of forgiveness through Jesus Christ. 
The gospel aims to bring men into an 
experience of fulfillment in Jesus 
Christ. The gospel aims to bring men 
into an experience of fellowship with 
Jesus Christ, a fellowship which will en- 
dure for all eternity. And precisely be- 
cause the gospel has this supernatural 
purpose it is, I repeat, world-changing 
and revolutionary in its nature. It pro- 
poses that man be changed in the depths 
of his heart. It proposes that changed 
men change the social order—within the 
limits which the prophetic counsels of 
God permit. It proposes that ultimately 
the whole fabric of civilization be ripped 
to shreds as the kingdoms of this age 
aré overthrown and Jesus is enthroned 
as cosmic Theocrat. Where does the 
gospel start, then? It begins with a 
revolution in the abysses of a man’s 
life, changing his heart and changing 
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his behavior. And only as this spiritual | 
revolution occurs can there be construc- 
tive social revolution. Karl Marx and 
Fredric Engels at the conclusion of the 
Communist Manifesto exhort: ‘Work- 
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Charles Wesley, who underwent a spirit- 
ual revolution, testifies: 
Long my imprisoned spirit lay 
In sin and nature’s night. PUBLISHED BY 
Thine eye diffused a quickening ray, L & S S '@) a | ) SCRIPTURE PRESS 
I woke; my dungeon flamed with light. ni 
My chains fell off, my heart was free, 
I rose, went forth, and followed Thee. 


“You have nothing to lose but your 
chains!” Karl Marx and Fredric Engels 
exhort. “My chains fell off!” Charles 
Wesley testifies. And the spiritual eman- 
cipation of Charles Wesley is the eman- 


cipation which Christianity proposes for 


every man, a revolutionary freedom by 

God’s transforming grace in Jesus Christ, i 

an emancipation which must be the pre- = 
lude to emancipation in any other m= 
sphere. And when a man has been thus i 


made free, changed inside and deep 
down, he can become the agent of 
social, political, and economic change 
within the limits of God’s prophetic That’s right. For lasting spiritual impact on the lives of pupils 
purpose. And the changes so wrought | we challenge you to compare ALL-BIBLE GRADED SUNDAY 
out will speed the advent of that theo- SCHOOL LESSONS point by point product by product 
cratic revolution when Jesus will reign | with any other Sunday School lessons 

from shore to shore. Here, then, is a 
revolutionary message, a message to 
match the contemporary mood of revo- oe Ser AON ° 
lution. Here, then is a message which is GREATER PUPIL RESPONSE 
genuinely radical because it cuts down 
to the root of all cultural disorder in 
the sinful recesses of man’s heart. 

Let it be repeated, consequently, that 
the gospel is not a passive, milk-sop 
sanction of the status quo. On the con- 
trary, it challenges, contradicts, and cuts 
across human principles and practices at 
every turn. Take a text like Matthew 
20:25 and 26: “But Jesus called them 
unto him, and said, Ye know that the 
princes of the Gentiles exercise domin- 
ion over them, and they that are great 
exercise authority upon them. But it 
shall not be so among you: but whoso- 
ever will be great among you, let him 
be your minister.” Ponder what that 
means. “It shall not be so among you.” 
Do we realize how revolutionary that is? 
To carry out that precept a man must 
challenge, contradict, and cut across the 
principles and practices which are ac- 
cepted all around him today. 

Or take a text like Romans 12: | and 
2: “I beseech you therefore, brethren, 
by the mercies of God, that ye present 
your bodies a living sacrifice, holy, ac- 
ceptable unto God, which is your rea- 
sonable service. And be not conformed 
to this world: but be ye transformed by 
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and perfect will of God.” Ponder what NO OBLIGATION 





that means. “Be not conformed to this 
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world.” What is Paul teaching but mal- 
adjustment to our whole cultural con- 
text? Do we realize how revolutionary 
that is? To carry out that precept a man 
must challenge, contradict, and cut across 
the principles and practices which are 
accepted all around him today. 

Or, again, take a text like Ephesians 
4:17: “This I say therefore, and testify 
in the Lord, that ye henceforth walk 
not as other Gentiles walk, in the vanity 
of their mind.” Ponder what that 
means. “Walk not as other Gentiles 
walk.” Do we realize how revolutionary 
that is? To carry out that precept a 


man must challenge, contradict, and cut . 


across the principles and practices which 
are accepted all around him today. The 
gospel, accordingly, is the antithesis of 
our secular civilization and its structural 
concepts. And when the gospel is 
preached under the Spirit’s unction, it 
not only challenges, contradicts, and 
cuts across human principles and 
practices; it also changes those prin- 
ciples and practices radically. For in 
Paul’s words, “If any man be in Christ, 
he is a new creation. Old things pass 
away, behold: all things are become 
new” (II Corinthians 5:17). Here, then, 
is a revolutionary message, a message 
which can match the mood and meet the 
need of our revolutionary age. 

Consider, finally, that, if this revolu- 
tionary gospel is to be effective in 
matching the mood and meeting the 
need of our age, it must be preached 
and lived with a revolutionary spirit. 
Now in speaking of a revolutionary 
spirit I mean simply a spirit of self-de- 
votion, self-discipline, and _ self-denial. 
Perhaps I can best communicate what I 
have in mind by sharing with you a 
letter first made public by Billy 
Graham, who vouches for its authen- 
ticity. Written by a man who originally 
planned to enter the Presbyterian min- 
istry, and addressed to a pastor in Char- 
lotte, North Carolina, that letter reads 
as follows: 

What seems of first importance to 
you is to me either not desirable or 
impossible of realization. But there is 
one thing about which I am in dead 
earnest. That is, the Communist 
cause. It is my life, my business, my 
religion, my hobby, my sweetheart, 
my wife and mistress, my bread and 
meat. I work at it in the day time 
and dream of it at night. Its hold on 
me grows, not lessens, as time goes on. 
I'll be in it the rest of my life. It is 
my alter ego. When you think of me 
it is necessary to think of Communism 
as well because I am_ inseparably 
bound to it. Therefore, I can’t carry 
on a friendship, a love affair, or even 
a conversation without relation to 
this force which both drives and 
guides my life. I evaluate people, 
books, ideas, actions according to how 





they affect:the Communist cause and 
by their attitude toward it. I have 
already been in jail because of my 
ideas, and if necessary, I’m ready to 
go before a firing squad. . . 

Now, what does this mean for us 
Communists in a personal way? Well, 
it means this, we are in the forefront 
of the working class in its titanic 
struggle with the capitalist class. We 
take the heaviest and most direct blows 
We have a high casualty rate. We're 
the ones who get stoned and hung 
and lynched and tarred and feath- 
ered, jailed and slandered and ridi- 
culed, fired from our jobs and in 
every way made as uncomfortable as 
possible. A certain percentage of us 
get killed or imprisoned. Even for 
those who escape these harsher ends 
of life it’s not a bed of roses. A 
genuine Communist lives in virtual 
poverty. He turns back to the Com- 
munist party every penny he makes 
above what is absolutely necessary to 
keep him alive. We constantly look 
for places where the class struggle is 
the sharpest and exploit the situation 
to the limit of its possibilities. We 
lead strikes, we organize demonstra- 
tions, we speak on street corners, we 
fight police, we go through trying 
experiences many times each year 
which the ordinary worker has to face 
only once or twice in a life time. 
And when we are not doing these 
more exciting things all our spare 
time is taken up with the dull routine 
chores, the endless leg work, the 
errands which are inescapably con- 
nected with running a live organiza- 
tion. Communists don’t have the time 
or the money for many movies or 
concerts or T-bone steaks or decent 
homes and new cars. We have been 
described as fanatics. We are. Our 
lives are dominated by one great over- 
shadowing factor, the struggle for 
Communism: 

Certainly we deplore the misguided fan- 
aticism of the man who wrote that 
letter, yet at the same time we are com- 
pelled to admire his spirit of self-devo- 
tion, self-discipline, and _ self-denial. 
Very evidently he is a man who has sold 
out to the Communist revolution, giving 
to it everything that he is and has. 
And in the same spirit——plus!_—we 
Christians must be sold out to the revo- 
lutionary gospel of the Lord Jesus. We 
too must have a spirit of self-devotion, 
dedicating ourselves to the drudgery of 
study, if God has called us to be 
preachers. We too must have a spirit 
of self-discipline, limiting our expendi- 
tures and activities if they handicap the 
spread of the gospel. We too must have 
a spirit of self-denial, steadily and per- 
sistently subordinating ourselves and 
our interests to the revolutionary cause 
of Christianity. 


ETERNITY 


Conceivably a sell-out to the gospel 
may even necessitate death, remote as 
such a possibility may now appear. That 
was the price which a revolutionary 
spirit cost Rufus Franklin Gray of Ala- 
bama. He was a young Baptist, who at 
a° conference in 1934 heard the chal- 
lenge sung: 


“Are ye able,” said the Master, 
“To. be crucified with me?” 

And the sturdy dreamers answered, 
“To death we follow Thee.” 


Responding to that appeal, he volun- 
teered for service, and after his college 
and seminary education, sailed for the 
Philippines in 1940. There the Japanese 
captured him, interned him, and killed 
him under torture early in February of 
1942. Day after day his wife Marion 
waited for him, sitting patiently on the 
rocks outside the prison with their son 
Billy in her arms. She waited and 
waited until finally in July she was 
informed that he had died. Eventually 
her husband’s Bible fell into her hands, 
and she discovered through the peculiar 
system of dating with which he had 
marked the Scripture that Rufus in 
February had been reading the text: 
“And fear not them which kill the body, 
but are not able to kill the soul: but 
rather fear Him which is able to destroy 
both soul and body in hell.” Yes, a 
revolutionary spirit may necessitate 
death for Jesus Christ. But whether or 
not it necessitates the death of the body 
it inescapably necessitates a dying to 
our own ambitions, plans, and desires. 
It means being like Admiral Alexander 
Woods, the hero of the decisive battle at 
Jutland in 1916. He was a captain then, 
in charge of the signals, and while the 
fighting raged around him that young 
officer received, in his own words, “an 
interposed signal which came from no 
earthly captain but from a higher com- 
mand.” Finishing his service with the 
Navy in 1931, he began to study for the 
ministry even though he was over fifty. 
And, following his ordination, he asked 
that he be appointed to London’s 
shabby East End where the need was 
overwhelming and the opportunity for 
ecclesiastical advancement precluded. 
And there among the human refuse of 
that great city, he poured out his life in 
self-devotion, self-discipline, and _self- 
denial, unknown and largely unappreci- 
ated, ministering Jesus Christ to desti- 
tute proletarians who otherwise might 
have succumbed to the gospel of Karl 
Marx—and, worse still, succumbed to 
everlasting despair and hopelessness. 

God grant that everyone of us who 
has named the name of Jesus may hear 
afresh “an interposed signal from a 
higher command” and in revolutionary 
sacrifice and obedience give ourselves to 
the preaching and living of the revolu- 
tionary gospel! END 
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SEVENTH-DAY ADVENTISTS 
(Continued from page 7) 


proclaimed, and written any matter 
which would classify them among Arians. 
That is to say, they hold that Jesus 
Christ is the eternal Word of God, sec- 
ond member of the Godhead, eternally 
existing with God as God, and they 
repudiate absolutely any concept that 
Jesus was a created being. While many 
of their Bible teachers have shown that 
“the angel of Jehovah” in the Old Testa- 
ment is none other than Jesus Christ, 
this position is one that I myself have 
taken and taught in my book, The 
Invisible War. The word “angel” means 
“messenger” and Christ’s action as a 
“messenger” did not and does not make 
Him a creature or less than God. This 
declaration on the part of the Adventist 
leaders specifically removes them from 
classification with Jehovah’s Witnesses, 
who are Arians in the modern sense, 
and the Adventists totally repudiate the 
Jehovah’s Witnesses’ concept of Christ. 
The Adventists take their place in the 
very center of traditional Christianity’s 
Trinitarian doctrine as accepting the 
Christology of the New Testament of 
the Fathers, the Reformers, and all true 
evangelicals. 

(4) The Seventh-day Adventist posi- 
tion on salvation is Arminian, classifying 
them with Wesley and the modern 
groups such as the Holiness and Naza- 
rene movements. I discovered, however, 
in our long talks together that these 
brethren have what I think is a mis- 
conception of Calvinism. They would 
not find it too hard to get along with 
the modern Calvinism which is held 
by most evangelical Baptists and Pres- 
byterians today and vice versa. 

We discovered that there are still 
some sharp areas of disagreement. To 
my mind, the most important of these 
is the Adventist belief in “conditional 


immortality.” They believe that death 
brings unconscious “soul-sleeping” and 
that the lost are to be annihilated, thus 
denying the doctrines of hell and eternal 
punishment. When we realize, however, , 
that both Martin Luther and William 
Tyndale held this doctrine, we cannot . 
on this ground alone divorce the Ad- 
ventists or sever them from the true 
Body of Christ. We most heartily dis- 
agree with them on these doctrines 
and pray that they will soon move 
to a position of belief with the vast 
majority of evangelical Christians 
throughout the centuries. 

We also disagree on the question of 
the Seventh-day Sabbath. A great amount 
of time was spent in our early meetings 
to spell out the fact that Adventists 
do not believe in legalism as a part of 
salvation though everything in their 
practice seems to indicate that they do. 
They recognize clearly that some of 
their teachers have taught the contrary, 
but they take a position (to us very 
illogical) that the Ten Commandments 
are to be obeyed, but that their teaching 
has no part whatsoever as a down pay- 
ment or a part payment toward salva- 
tion which they and we in common 
confess to be by Christ alone on the 
basis of His expiatory death on Calvary. 

The final major area of disagreement 
is over the doctrine of the “investigative 
judgment,” which is a doctrine never 
known in theological history until the 
second half of the nineteenth century, 
and which is a doctrine held exclusively 
by the Seventh-day Adventists. At the 
very beginning of our contacts with 
the Adventist leaders, Mr. Martin and 
I thought that this would be the doc- 
trine on which it would be impossible 
to come to any understanding which 
would permit our including them 
among those who could be counted as 
Christians believing in the finished work 
of Christ. In order to understand this 
doctrine of “investigative judgment” it 
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is necessary to devote a few paragraphs 
to Adventist history. 


In the early nineteenth century there 
was a great increase in the study of 
Bible prophecy. Dr. LeRoy Froom, the 
eminent Adventist historian, in his 
monumental four-volume history of the 
development of Adventist teaching on 
prophecy, shows clearly that innumer- 
able Bible students from a score of 
denominational affiliations were carried 
away with date-setting for the Second 
Coming of Christ. The reason for this 
is (what I believe to be) a false inter- 
pretation of Daniel’s prophecy of 2,300 
days. In Daniel 8:14 a figure is given 
of 2,300 days. In the early nineteenth 
century it became fashionable to equate 
this with 2,300 years, interpreting this 
verse by association with Ezekiel 4:6 
where it is stated, “I have appointed 
thee each day for a year.” Since 2,300 
years from Daniel would fall toward 
the end of the first half of the nine- 
teenth century, thousands of people 
believed that the Second Coming of 
Christ would take place in that period. 
Anglicans, Presbyterians, Lutherans, etc. 
spent extraordinary amounts of time and 
effort in figuring out the chronologies, 
and ultimately the consensus agreed on 
1844. 


It should be realized that there was 
no Seventh-day Adventist church at that 
time. All of these. “Adventists” were in 
the major denominations. One William 
Miller of Baptist background even 
placed the advent between specific 
months. The newspapers of America 
were filled with headlines concerning 
the matter. A historical study of the 
events demonstrates that these people 
were serious-minded students who were 
definitely self-deceived. The story that 
they dressed in flowing white robes and 
went to the top of a hill has been ex- 
ploded. Hoodlums did dress up in flow- 
ing robes and in ribald fashion mocked 
these people, but they themselves were 
dreadfully sincere. 


Dr. Froom, in the fourth volume of 
his work, describes these events as ““The 
Great Disappointment.” Out of the 
“Great Disappointment” grew the 
Seventh-day Adventist church. It will be 
impossible to understand the movement 
unless it is realized that most of the 
Adventists before 1844 kept Sunday, 
were found in dozens of denominations, 
and had no common doctrine or organi- 
zation. In their disappointment little 
segments of these disillusioned people 
drew together. One of the segments 
kept Saturday as the Sabbath. Still an- 
other of the segments believed in condi- 
tional immortality and soul-sleeping, 
and a third segment fell upon the doc- 
trine of “the investigative judgment.” 
The latter doctrine, to me, is the most 
colossal, psychological, _face-saving 


phenomenon in religious history! It 
would further seem to me that the vari- 
ous segments, each with a distinctive 
doctrine not ‘held by the majority of 
Christendom, drew together and con- 
solidated on the basis of the acceptance 
of each other’s peculiar heterodox teach- 
ings. The error of conditional immortal- 
ity and the error of Sabbatarianism are 
both well known. That of the “investi- 
gative judgment,” however, now requires 
further explanation. 

On the morning after the “Great Dis- 
appointment,” two men were going 
through a corn field in order to avoid 
the pitiless gaze of their mocking neigh- 
bors to whom they had given their final 
witness and had said an eternal good- 
bye the day before. To put it in the 
words of Hiram Edson (the man in 
the corn field who first conceived this 
peculiar idea), he was overwhelmed 
with the conviction “that instead of our 
High Priest coming out of the Most 
Holy of the heavenly sanctuary to come 
to this earth on the tenth day of the 
seventh month at the end of 2,300 days, 
He for the first time entered on that day 
the second apartment of that sanctuary, 
and that He had work to perform in 
the Most Holy before coming to this 
earth.” It is to my mind, therefore, 
nothing more than a human, face-saving 
idea! It should also be realized that 
some uninformed Seventh-day Adventists 
took this idea and carried it to fantastic 
literalistic extremes. Mr. Martin and I 
heard the Adventist leaders say, flatly, 
that they repudiate all such extremes. 
This they have said in no uncertain 
terms. Further, they do not believe, 
as some of their earlier teachers taught, 
that Jesus’ atoning work was not com- 
pleted on Calvary but instead that He 
was still carrying on a second minister- 
ing work since 1844. This idea is also 
totally repudiated. They believe that 
since His ascension Christ has been 
ministering the benefits of the atone- 
ment which He completed on Calvary. 
Since the sanctuary doctrine is based on 
the type of the Jewish high priest going 
into the Holy of Holies to complete 
his atoning work, it can be seen that 
what remains is most certainly exegeti- 
cally untenable and theological specula- 
tion of a highly imaginative order. What 
Christ is now doing, since 1844, accord- 
ing to this version, is going over the 
records of all human beings and decid- 
ing what rewards are going to be given 
to individual Christians. We personally 
do not believe that there is even a 
suspicion of a verse in Scripture to sus- 
tain such a peculiar position, and we 
further believe that any effort to estab- 
lish it is stale, flat, and unprofitable! 
This doctrine is linked with that of 
the scapegoat (Azazel) of Leviticus 16, 
whom Seventh-day Adventists, in com- 
pany with not a few recognized non- 
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Adventist Hebrew scholars, believe to 
be Satan. It should be noted, however 
that the transaction with the scapegoat 
is in no way to be construed as part or 
completion of the atonement which 
Adventists believe Christ alone vicarious- 
ly made on Golgotha. The meaning of 
the “scapegoat” teaching is that Satan 
merely bears away into final annihila- 
tion his responsibility in tempting man 
to sin, much as the master criminal who 
must pay a penalty for plotting and 
directing a crime though he never 
actually committed it. This concept 
while admittedly strange is not heretical 
because it is divorced from the doctrine 
of the atonement in Adventist theology 
so that it becomes only a kind of “legal 
transaction” not in any sense a vicarious 
bearing or sharing in the sin atonement 
of Christ on the Cross. This editor, 
of course, flatly rejects such an inter- 
pretation and reserves the right to con- 
sider it as a somewhat bizarre excursion 
into the field of speculative theology. 

To sum up, I would say that the 
differences between other evangelicals 
and the Seventh-day Adventist position 
are three: 

(1) The unimportant and almost 
naive doctrine of the “investigative 
judgment.” 

(2) The more serious doctrine of Sab- 
bath-keeping, which is not sufficient to 
bar Seventh-day Adventists from the 
fellowship of true Christians but which 
makes such fellowship very difficult be- 
cause of the overtones of legalism that 
has a tendency to gnaw at the roots of 
the truth of sovereign grace to unworthy 
sinners; and 

(3) Finally, the most serious differ- 
ence, to me, is their belief in conditional 
immortality (i.e., soul-sleeping and the 
annihilation of the lost). The fact that 
they can name the names of famous 
Christian theologians or thinkers who 
have believed this error is no justifica- 
tion for our believing it, since it so 
thoroughly contradicts the historic bibli- 
cal position. “To depart” is not to be 
unconscious in sleep, but to be with 
Christ “which is far better.” (Phil. 1:21- 
23). I will save the detailed refutation 
of this doctrine for a further issue. 

In conclusion, I should like to say 
that we are delighted to do justice to 
a much-maligned group of sincere be- 
lievers, and in our minds and hearts 
take them out of the group of utter 
heretics like the Jehovah’s Witnesses, 
Mormons, and Christian Scientists, to 
acknowledge them as redeemed brethren 
and members of the Body of Christ. It 
is our sincere prayer that they may be 
led to consider further the points on 
which they are so widely divergent from 
the rest of the Body of Christ and in 
so doing promote their own spiritual 
growth and that of their fellow Chris- 
tians. END 
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FIVE-FOLD RULE 
(Continued from page 21) 


There is a story of one of the saints 
of the Middle Ages. One day, while he 
was praying in his cell, there appeared 
to him a figure of marvelous light and 
beauty who said: “I am thy Lord; fall 
down and worship me.” The saint was 
overcome with admiration and wonder 
and was about to worship, when he was 
somehow moved to ask the question: 
“Where are the prints of the nails?” 
Instantly the figure vanished; it was not 
Christ but an angel of darkness clothed 
as the angel of light. You see, the Christ 
of faith who is the Christ of reality is 
the crucified Lord. 

This is the Lord whom Paul presents 
in the great fifteenth chapter of this 
letter as risen and victor over death. 
What is the faith in which we are to 
stand fast? It is, to put it in one word, 
Christ. And when Paul calls us to stand 
fast in the faith, he is really calling us 
to stand fast in Him. Are you in Christ 
by, the conviction of your mind, the 
submission of your will, and the trust 
of your heart? Have you stepped over 
from a life centered all in self to one 
centered in the Lord? If you have, then 
stay there. The only faith that is suffi- 
cient for the needs of men and the world 
today is the faith rooted and grounded 
in Christ. 

When Arthur J. Balfour was Prime 
Minister of Great Britain, he went to 
the University of Edinburgh to lecture 
on “The Moral Values Which Unite 
the Nations.” He spoke eloquently of 
the different truths that bind together 
the peoples of the world, such as com- 
mon knowledge, common commercial in- 


terests, diplomatic relationships, bonds 
of human friendships. At the close of 
the lecture a Japanese student stood up 
and called out: “But, Mr. Balfour, what 
about Jesus Christ?” You could have 
heard a pin drop in that great hall, 
said an American professor who was 
there. Everyone felt the justice of the 
rebuke. The leading statesmen of a great 
Christian empire had been-dealing with 
the different truths that are to unite 
men and had omitted the one essential 
bond. And the reminder of his forget- 
fulness had come from a student from s 
a far-off non-Christian land: ‘What > 


about Jesus Christ?” I hope that you | 


will so stand fast in the faith that the 
question, if asked of you and your 
life, will never be a rebuke. _*: 


Quit Ye like Men 


Paul’s third principle goes like this 
in our English Bible, “Quit ye like 
men.” But in the original it is a single 
verb meaning “to make a man of some- 
one.” Thus it reminds you of your grow- 
ing responsibility. Napoleon once said: 
“Some one said, boys will be boys; he 
forgot to say boys will be men.” But 
there are men and men. When Paul 
wrote this word, he had in mind man- 
hood in Christ, which is manhood at 
its best. He meant men who are brave 
in spirit as well as in body. He meant 
courage of a very special kind. Bravery 
on the battlefield. rescuing another per- 
son from drowning, ability to “take it” 
in a sport like football or wrestling, or 
in a hard race in track—these are splen- 
did. But there is higher courage. We 
usually call it moral courage; and it is 
the strength of purpose that, in any 
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circumstance and before anybody, can 
stand up for principle and dare to say 
“No” to what is against a man’s con- 
science, or openly to affirm convictions 
in face of opposition. 

Henry Martyn, a brilliant young Cam- 
bridge man who went to Persia as a 
pioneer at the beginning of the last 
century, gives us an example of this 
kind of courage. Seeking to present the 
Persian New Testament at the court of 
the Shah, he went alone into the center 
of fanatical Islam to offer the Book he 
knew would be unwelcome. At the 
Vizier’s reception he found himself sur- 
rounded by an angry crowd who de- 
manded that he repeat the Moham- 
medan creed. “Say it,” they cried. “Say, 
‘God is God and Mohammed is the 
prophet of God.’” In sudden silence 
the court awaited the young man’s 
answer. Then his voice rang out: “God 
is God and Jesus in the Son of God.” 
That was moral courage. 

Believe me, there are times when to 
say a word for your Lord in college, 
or in the armed forces, or in many 
another place will take that kind of 
courage. I have known many boys and 
young men. I have watched their devel- 
opment into manhood. And I believe 
that one of the chief causes for failure 
in character is moral cowardice. No 
one has character to the extent of really 
playing the man, who is not able to say 
“No” to the wrong thing and “Yes” to 
the right thing. And none of us is 
strong enough to do this by himself. 


Be Strong 

So we come to the fourth of Paul’s 
life-principles: “Be strong.” How are 
we to be strong morally and spiritually, 
strong in godly character? In two ways. 
And the first is to face the fact of your 
own weakness. Said Paul in Second 
Corinthians, “When I am weak, then 
am I strong.” When it comes to spiritual 
strength, none of us is naturally strong. 
Our real strength is in another. So 
Paul elsewhere says, “Be strong in the 
Lord.” But you cannot be strong in 
the Lord, if you are not really “in 
the Lord,” if you are not in Him by 
faith. The spiritually strong are those 
who rely not on themselves but on God. 

Again, there is the matter of strength 
through nourishment. A starved soul 
is a weak soul. I once talked with a 
young man who told me that he had, 
a few years prior to our conversation, 
made a decision and joined the Church. 
“But,” he said, “there’s nothing in it. 
It doesn’t work.” I asked him two ques- 
tions. “After you joined the church, 
did you pray; after you joined the 
church, did you read your Bible?” His 
answer was, “No.” No wonder it didn’t 
work for him. A strong body and a 
brilliant mind, but in soul and spirit 
a weakling. As William Graham Sumner 
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of Yale said: “I have never discarded 
beliefs deliberately. I left them in a 
drawer, and afterwards when I opened 
it there was nothing at all.” To be 
strong requires self-discipline. There is 
no other way to strength spiritually as 
well as physically than through nourish- 
ment and exercise combined with faith 
in the Lord. Says John in his First 
Epistle, “Young men, be strong.” 


Love 


But these four—“Watch ye, stand fast 
in the faith, quit ye like men, be strong” 
—all come together in a fifth principle: 
“Let all you do be done in love.” Paul 
is reminding us that the very basis of 
a godly life, the one rule that never 
fails, is love. It is significant that he 
could not give even such brief advice 
as we have been considering and leave 
out love. He was the apostle who, earlier 
in this Epistle, wrote, “Love never 
fails.” He was the man who declared, 
“The love of Christ constraineth us.” 
Without love, watchfulness may become 
just a narrow, selfish, looking-out for 
number one. Without love, standing fast 
in the faith may be nothing more than 
cold, doctrinal correctness. Without 
love, courage of conviction may be mere 
obstinate stubbornness. Without love, 
strength may be wasted and ineffectual. 

In the recent biography of Robert 
E. Speer, one of the great spiritual 
leaders of modern times, a distinguished 
man tells how Dr. Speer helped him 
when he was an undergraduate at 
Princeton University. His faith was being 
sorely tried by certain professors who 
seemed to delight in shaking the stu- 
dents’ beliefs. Just when he was ready 
to turn his back upon all the teachings 
of his church and home, Dr. Speer 
came to Princeton campus and gave this 
simple challenge: “If your faith is being 
shaken and God seems to be losing His 
reality for you, start praying this prayer: 
“Lord, help me to love Thee more.” 
The young man accepted the challenge. 
“I went to my room,” he wrote, “and 
began praying that prayer and found a 
new intimacy with God who changed 
my whole outlook on life.” 

My Christian friends, I would under- 
line with all possible emphasis this last 
of Paul’s rules for godly living: ‘Let 
all you do be done in love.” Love is the 
hallmark, the distinguishing feature of 
a Christian. You know, and I know, 
that it comes not from us but from God, 
who so loved the world that He gave 
His only begotten Son. If we love Him 
as we ought, it is always because He 
first loved us. And if we love our fel- 
lowmen, it is because we love Him and 
because His Spirit, which is the Spirit 
of love, dwells in us. 

“Watch ye, stand fast in the faith, 
quit ye like men, be strong. Let all you 
do be done in love.” 
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LETTERS TO THE EDITOR 
(Continued from page 2) 


host and the other guests present if they 
approve. . . . After a nonsmoker sits next 
to one of these smokers at a banquet, a 
program, or other meeting, he often stinks 
as if he had spent the night in a poolroom 
or saloon and has to feel ashamed for an 
offense for which he is not to blame. 
Suppose a hardworking housewife were 
to hang out . . . clothes to dry . . . and 
I were to build a smuggy fire in my yard 
next to hers with the wind wafting the 
smoke directly into her clothes. What 
would she think of my Christianity? 

. If the smoker would swallow the 
smoke, maybe the offense would not be so 
bad, but as it is the smoke pours out of 
both his mouth and his nostrils as if he 
were an oldtime Chinese dragon! 

REv. V. EUGENE JOHNSON 
Crooks, S. D. 


SECOND ARTICLE NEEDED 
Sirs: 

I have read the draft you sent me of Mr. 
Stacey Woods’ proposed article on the Bible 
college and seminary program. I think his 
article is worth publishing, and in general 
terms, is a pretty fair analysis of the situ- 
ation, and it would not be out of line for 
the author to follow this article with an ob- 


jective treatise on how to strengthen the 
weaknesses’ which no doubt. exist in our 
theological institutions. 

C. E. BUTTERFIELD, President 
Northwest Bible College 
Seattle, Wash. 


BIBLE OR BIBLICAL? 


Stacey Woods’ article . . . points the way 
to success in our Bible schools if we have 
the courage to break with what the world 
calls success and seek the honor that comes 
from God only. 

My personal experience was a call to 
preach and then a search for the school 
that would help me to fulfill that call. I 
conferred with the professors of a large 
denominational seminary. It was an im- 
pressive place, but an examination of its 
course of study only confused me. 

Eventually I found what I sought in a 
small Bible school conducted by a devout 
man and woman. About twenty earnest men 
and women were there, all in one class. 
Their lives challenged me. The teaching 
was almost entirely Bible exposition. I 
soon found that the purpose of the school 
was not so much to teach me what I could 
do with and to the Bible, but what the 
Bible could do to me. 

That was sixty years ago. That school 
became a Bible institute, then a Bible Col- 
lege, and now is planning to become a 
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college of fine arts with a “Bible-centered” 
curriculum. But, while it is undoubtedly 
doing much good, I der if it is produc- 
ing the stalwarts of the faith that it did 
when it was not even trying to be accredit- 
ed. If I were young again and seeking 
a school to prepare me for my call, I am 
not sure I would go there. 

This is the pattern many Bible semin- 
aries are following. Their goal seems to 
be a large enrollment, rather than a godly 
product equipped to serve God sacrificially. 

WituiaM M. Smitu, Superintendent 
Union Bible Seminary, 
Westfield, Ind. 


BLAST AT A STRAW MAN 

As a student in an evangelical theological 
seminary I was most interested in reading 
C. Stacey Woods’ “Are Bible Schools and 
Seminaries Doing the Job?” I found myself 
in agreement with the majority of the 
precepts. . . . In fact, I have heard many 
of the principles he put forth, in the 
seminary classroom. . . . However, I feel 
that many of the specific criticisms in the 
article are unfair and aimed at the wrong 
group of people. In some instances I am 
slightly suspicious that Mr. Woods is blast- 
ing at a straw man. 

. . . Mr. Woods seems to imply that the 
registrar of a seminary should dispense 
with admitting students on the basis of 
such frightfully unspiritual factors as 
doctrine and academic records and seek to 
measure the spiritual gift of the applicant. 

. But how? If Mr. Woods has made 
up a workable and foolproof application 
form which uncovers and measures the 





intangible spiritual factors he mentions, I 
for one would be interested in seeing it, 
for I do not think such a thing is humanly 
possible. 

. .- Mechanical intellectual pursuits such 
as memorization and language study may 
indeed seem quite detached from the 
“things that matter.” Hebrew verb forms 
hardly seem “spiritual” to the weary 
seminarian, but these things are necessary 
(if not sufficient) means to the end of 
adequately understanding and proclaiming 
the blessed Word of God. And who is to 
deny that such an end, though achieved 
through hard and unexciting means, is 
most certainly spiritually uplifting? 

. . » [A professor of Greek] urged upon 
the men the advisability of praying earnest- 
ly for spiritual enlightenment and refresh- 
ment before writing a line of the required 
academic exercise. Did all the students 
remember to do this? I doubt it. Was that 
the professor’s fault, or the school’s fault? 
No! In the final analysis, the burden of 
the spiritual side of the student’s exper- 
ience rests not on the school but on the 
individual himself. 

. . - From my vantage point in one of 
the country’s largest theological seminaries, 
I should like humbly to suggest to Mr. 
Woods that there are many cases where 
his criticisms just do not apply. The root 
of the problem of unqualified Christian 
leaders, it seems to me, boils down to 
either intellectual laziness or spiritual lazi- 
ness on the part of the individual. Both 
are equally to be deplored. Neither can be 


said to be primarily the fault of a seminary. 
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In short, some .of the students are not 
doing their job. We are thankful that the 
seminary on the whole, is doing its job. 
Mr. Woods to the contrary notwithstanding. 

HENRY ALSON Way, Jr. 
Dallas, Tex. 


OXONIANS IN THE BUSH 


Your June cover was intriguing. The 
newspaper pictured is, unfortunately, not 
a Christian publication but government. 
Behind the picture is a sad moral. Dressed 
in the trappings of primitive Africa, one 
often finds men who speak good Oxford 
English and who have had a “good educa- 
tion.” Why do they find greater satisfaction 
in returning to a heathen primitive cul- 
ture? It is because the “education” they re- 
ceived took too little account of their own 
particular way of life. It was: not in the 
“vernacular” of their values. 

Unfortunately, “the bush” abounds in 
“educated Christians” as well. These have 
learned all about Christianity but in terms 
of Western thought perspectives, which 
have little meaning. If not brought under 
special influence of the Holy Spirit, they 
tend to return to their society enlightened 
but infinitely harder to reach. 

This suggests that perhaps there are in- 
stances where missions might conduct a re- 
appraisal (agonizing if necessary) of our 
approach to the emerging races. Perhaps 
a concentration on the extent of gospel 
presentation has resulted in a loss of feeling 
for individuals and the receptability of the 
gospel as we present it. 

In this matter of a “feeling” for the 
underdeveloped peoples the secret of suc- 
cess, of course, lies with those who are 
gifted with the “servant” attitude towards 
their missionary service. But with all the 
special training a missionary candidate 
usually has absorbed, such an attitude is 
not easily maintained. These thoughts do 
not concern any specific organization or 
individual. They are only the musings of 
a “white African.” 

Roy D. SHAFFER 
Albany, N. Y. 


WHO IS JEZEBEL? 

W. R. Martin’s article on reincarnation 
was scripturally sound, . . . but he missed 
the obvious defect in this religion. . . . This 
defect is best shown by asking, “If Ruth 
Simmons is Bridey Murphy, who then is 
Ruth Simmons?” Ruth must be a nobody, 
and where did it start? Perhaps B. Murphy 
is Jezebel. . . .? 

E. L. Moop 
Fort Worth, Tex. 


VISITING WIDOWS 
. . There remains one group always 
with us. . . . In the New Testament James 
1:27 says, “Visit the fatherless and the 
widows in their affliction.” To visit is to 
come and go! That is the plan which is 
best suited for the benefit of these bereft 
ones, or the Bible would not suggest it! 
Visit in person; by letter, if unable to come; 
or use the telephone, but VISIT! Since the 
Bible calls it affliction, is it not surprising 
we pay so little attention to these un- 
fortunates all around us and seek no means 
of alleviating their distress? 
NAME WITHHELD 
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